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Summary

Although now only a fragment of what was once a much larger house, Wolveton
remains one of Dorset's finest manors. It was inherited in 1480 by John
Trenchard at the death of his maternal grandfather, John Mohun, who had
married the Wolveton heiress, Joanna Jourdain. Soon afterwards he began to
build a new house. His son, Sir Thomas, continued the work, building a courtyard
house which was later extended by Sir George Trenchard. The Gatehouse was
completed by Sir Thomas in 1534.

Sir Thomas Trenchard inherited Wolveton at his father's death in 1495 when he
was a boy of sixteen. There had almost certainly been a fortified house belonging
to the Jourdains on the site and indeed the Gatehouse towers appear to be
earlier. The shields on its west elevation bear the letters 'T' and 'E', which
probably refer to Thomas and his third wife, Edith Hyndford or Hymerford. Sir
Thomas Trenchard died in 1550 aged 71 and was succeeded in 1557 by his
great grandson, George, who was knighted by Queen Elizabeth. Along with a
magnificent stone staircase, he built a grand south range with fine windows and
plasterwork ceilings. His third son, George, married Lady Penelope D'Arcy, the
subject of one of Thomas Hardy's 'Group of Noble Dames'.

In the 18th century, the Trenchards lived mainly at their other house, Lytchett
Matravers, and Wolveton began to be overlooked. Its magnificent collection of
armorial stained glass was removed to Lytchett, most of it being broken on the
way. Many of the rooms were subdivided and let as lodgings. In a secret
transaction, William Trenchard sold Wolveton in 1807, to his cousin and solicitor,
Robert Henning. Most of Sir Thomas's house was soon demolished, leaving Sir
George's wing and the Gatehouse.

Wolveton was bought in 1862 by Mr Weston who, whilst saving the house from
ruin, made some rather heavy-handed additions. In 1874 he sold it to Mr Bankes,
a younger son of the Kingston Lacy family. Mrs Bankes died at Wolveton in 1947
and it was taken over by her granddaughter, the Countess Zamoyska, who
divided up the house. When it became too unmanageable, the Thimblebys
stepped in. They have restored Wolveton and its Gatehouse to their former
appearance, and since 1994 the Landmark Trust has arranged the letting of the
Gatehouse for holidays on their behalf.

Captain Thimbleby lived in the Gatehouse in the 1960s whilst on leave from
serving in the army overseas. After being invalided out of the army, he returned
to Wolveton and decided to move into the main part of the house, after the flats
there had become vacant. The Gatehouse had been subdivided; both the sitting
room and double bedroom. Breeze block partitions were dismantled and the
splendid fireplace in the sitting room, which had been removed in 1945, was
replaced. Ceilings and doors were restored to their original heights.
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After a fire in the guardroom, later wall coverings were removed revealing the
original fireplace and much original plaster and stonework. The shutters have
been made from elms on the estate which fell down in the great gale of 1987.
The Captain has provided most of the furniture and pictures in the Gatehouse,
which are truly in the spirit of the Landmark Trust.

The room currently used as a Chapel is near the site of the ancient one. In the
18th century this had fallen down and present chapel was then in use as a
schoolroom and chapel. Later in the mid 1800's it became a bakery; the flour
being brought through an opening high up in the wall, down a shute, into the
adjacent tower room. Fragments of the bread oven remain at the back of the
Chapel fireplace, made of Broadmayne bricks. The Thimblebys have created a
private chapel here once again.

The Gatehouse is happily in use for guests as it was intended, the Chapel is in
use also. The Stables again house the family hunters and the House itself been
returned to a single home once more. Whilst Dorchester is doing its best to
encroach, in this small sanctuary there are badgers, foxes and roe deer. After
many years other most welcome species have returned to Wolveton: trout,
salmon, water rats, kingfishers and swans.
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Introduction

Dorset families did well under the Tudors and many passed on their good fortune
on to us in the houses they built. The Trenchards of Wolveton in the water-
meadows west of Dorchester, put up one of the finest. Although now only a
surviving portion of what was once a much larger house, Wolveton remains one
of Dorset's spectacular manors. Most of the original house was demolished in the
1820s, but the lavish Elizabethan wing erected by Sir George Trenchard remains,
an exceptional example of the delicate decoration of the Tudor Renaissance: an

Elizabethan display of fine widow glass and moulded oak and plaster.

Wolveton was inherited in 1480 by John Trenchard at the death of his maternal
grandfather, John Mohun, who had married the Wolveton heiress, Joanna
Jourdain. Trenchard began working on the property, and his son, Sir Thomas,
continued the work, building a courtyard house, which was later extended by his
successor Sir George Trenchard. The Gatehouse at Wolveton, which is now let
by the Landmark Trust, was completed by Sir Thomas in the reign of Henry VIl in
1534.

Sir Thomas Trenchard inherited Wolveton at his father's death in 1495 when he
was a boy of sixteen. There had almost certainly been a fortified house belonging
to the Jourdains on the site already and the Gatehouse towers appear to have
been constructed earlier. The shields on the Gatehouse’s west elevation bear the
letters ‘T’ and ‘E’, which probably refer to Thomas and his third wife, Edith

Hyndford or Hymerford.

Sir Thomas Trenchard died in 1550, aged 71, and was succeeded in 1557 by his
great grandson, George, who was knighted by Queen Elizabeth. Along with a
magnificent stone staircase, Sir George built a grand south range with fine
windows and plasterwork ceilings. George’s third son, also named George,
married Lady Penelope D'Arcy, the subject of one of Thomas Hardy's 1891

collection of short stories Group of Noble Dames.
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The east front of the Gatehouse (RCHME)
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In the 18th century, the Trenchards lived mainly at their other house, Lytchett
Matravers, and Wolveton began to be neglected. Its magnificent collection of
armorial stained glass was removed to Lytchett, most of it being broken on the
way. Many of the rooms were subdivided and let as lodgings. In 1807, in a
secret transaction, the current owner, William Trenchard sold Wolveton to his
cousin and solicitor, Robert Henning. Most of Sir Thomas's house was soon

demolished, leaving Sir George's wing and the Gatehouse standing.

Wolveton was bought in 1862 by Mr Weston, who, whilst saving the house from
ruin, made some rather heavy-handed additions. In 1874 he sold it to Mr Bankes,
a younger son of the Kingston Lacy family. Mrs Bankes died at Wolveton in 1947
and it was taken over by her granddaughter, the Countess Zamoyska, who went
on to divide up the house. When the property became too unmanageable for the
Countess, the Thimblebys stepped in. They have restored Wolveton and its
Gatehouse to their former appearance, and since 1994 the Landmark Trust has

arranged the letting of the Gatehouse for holidays on their behalf.
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The entrance gate looking south west (RCHME
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A building description of the Gatehouse

Wolveton's architectural history is fraught with contradiction. The main sources
of information are John Hutchins's History and Antiquities of the County of
Dorset, the first edition of which was published in 1774 after forty years'
research; Arthur Oswald's Country Houses of Dorset, first published in 1935 and
his two articles on Wolveton, published in Country Life in 1953; the lengthy
Survey written by the Royal Commission's Inspector in 1948 and published in
edited form in 1952; and finally, the Buildings of England volume on Dorset by
John Newman and Nikolaus Pevsner, which appeared in 1972. The drawings by
John Buckler, draughtsman and architect, and his son, John Chessell Buckler,
made on 2nd April 1828 — now in the British Museum - are invaluable in terms of
research. However, the contra-indications are numerous, a situation compounded
by the fact that from 1495 until 1702, with the exception of Sir George, every

single owner of Wolveton was called Thomas Trenchard.

The Exterior

The main front of the Gatehouse faces East and it once formed the eastern range
of Sir Thomas Trenchard's courtyard house. The chapel (since demolished) was
the north range, the entrance wing (also demolished) the west range, with the
south wing of the house (before partial demolition) joining the north-west corner
of the Gatehouse, completing the square. The Gatehouse is built of coursed
limestone rubble with some of the stones in the towers cut on the circular. The

roofs are covered with stone slates.

One of the conundrums concerning the history of the Gatehouse is whether the
towers are older than the rest of the building. This is surely that case, and there
was almost certainly a house on this site before the Trenchards entered the scene
in 1480. The name Wolveton means ‘Wulf's settlement’ and denotes a Saxon
origin. The third edition of Hutchins published between 1861 and 1874 suggests

that in building Wolveton, Sir Thomas Trenchard ‘appears to have incorporated

11
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Layer Marney gatehouse - built c1520 (Country Life)
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some portion of an older edifice.’ Indeed in following the common late medieval
plan of a gatehouse and courtyard with a great hall placed in the range on the far
side, Sir Thomas may have been reusing the plans of an earlier house for his

grand new one.

Further evidence which suggests an earlier construction date for the Gatehouse is
the fact that the plinth — while continuous to the towers — does not run round the
whole building. This can be seen particularly well on the northern facade. The
plinth on the north tower is about six inches higher and simpler than its Tudor
counterpart. Similarly, on the eastern facade, it does not run across the whole
front. The moulded stringcourse on the north and south fronts does not align with
those on the north and south towers, but it has been forced to meet on the main
east front. The arrow loops guarding the main entrance, far from being Victorian
reproductions, appear in all the early 19th-century drawings of the Gatehouse and
would have been an antiquated feature for the 1530s. They seem to date from a
time when defence was not of paramount importance yet it was still a
consideration, for the early drawings of the house do not show a single window
on the ground floor of the towers. It is possible that the original Gatehouse could
have been similar to the 14th-century one at Nottingham Castle, with its twin

round towers.

The towers, which give the Wolveton Gatehouse something of a French
appearance, are a different size to each other. The south one is larger, which is
surely an anomaly Sir Thomas would not have countenanced, if he had been
beginning from scratch. Indeed, round towers were no longer being built in
gatehouses in the early 1500s, a point made clearer when the towers at
Wolveton are compared with those at the gatehouses at Layer Marney (c.1520),
Coughton Court (c.1518) and Leez Priory (c.1536). A possible consideration may
be because Sir Thomas was only the second member of his paternal family to live
at Wolveton, and by retaining the towers, he was perhaps making a consciously

historic gesture towards the longevity of his line. The most likely explanation

13
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however, is that after a building programme lasting over thirty years, it would
have been the quickest and most economical solution to retain the massive,

constructed towers.

It appears that Sir Thomas demolished whatever there was behind the possibly
14th-century towers, and built his own rectangular gatehouse in its place. The
ground floor room on the south side of the driveway, with its fireplace, was for
the guardsmen. Sir Thomas's guests were accommodated in the commodious
rooms on the first floor, with their own garderobes in the turret rooms, whilst
their servants slept in the attics. Within the conical tower roofs are two, now
untenanted, dovecots. The south tower held 250 boxes and the north, 150. The
louvres, which gave the pigeons access to the south tower, can still be seen high
on its north side. Pigeons were an important source of food in the medieval
times, especially when there was a siege. In the Walker engraving of Wolveton,
published in Hutchins in 1774, the towers are also shown surmounted by

picturesque lantern tops.

The carved detail to the windows and archways at the Gatehouse is particularly
fine. The 16th-century windows have arched lights with foliage in the spandrels
and unusual tiny pedestals. The arch stops or labels on the eastern facade are full
of character, and depict on the north side a satyr holding a stave, whilst its
partner to the south, shows a wodewouse, or wild man of the woods, covered in
hair and also carrying a stave. Above the arch is a beautifully carved cartouche
with crest, helm, wreath, and mantling surrounding the coat of arms. The first
and fourth quarters represent Trenchard, the second, Mohun, and the third,
Jourdain, with an inescutcheon (a small shield often used to bear the arms of an
heraldic heiress — a daughter of a family of no sons) in the middle. This must
have been moved from another part of the house, probably after 1862 in the time
of Mr Weston, as it does not appear in its present position in drawings made

earlier in the 19th century.

15
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The coat of arms over the gatehouse archway (RCHME)
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On the west side of the Gatehouse, the carvings on the arch are equally fine and
possibly represent a final heraldic flourish on the part of Sir Thomas. There are
shield-bearing putti to the top of the arch and at the labels; and two shields just
above the stringcourse. The putti belong to the Renaissance being inspired by a
North Italian engraving. Two of the shields, one now sadly obscured by the
Victorian wall, bear the letters ‘TE’ interlinked by lacing. Assuming the Gatehouse
was completed in 1534, as is indicated by the plague on its north side, the letter
‘E’” would in all likelihood refer to Edith Hymerford, the third wife of Thomas
Trenchard, rather than his first, Elizabeth Strangeways, as sometimes indicated in

a number of sources.

Thomas inherited Wolveton from his father in 1495 aged sixteen so that by 1534
he would have been aged 55. First, he married Elizabeth, daughter of Henry
Strangeways, but she seems to have died young. Anna de La Lynde, according to
Burke's Landed Gentry, was the mother of his children. Having done her duty by
providing an heir, Thomas, a second son, Richard, and ‘younger issue’, she too
died. His third wife was Edith Hymerford or Hyndeford and her arms, featuring a
chevron with three birds — webbed shovelers — appeared in stained glass in the
south window of Sir Thomas's great hall and in the north window of his long
parlour above. Perhaps Hutchins was referring to Edith Hymerford when he wrote
in 1774, at a time when the carving could be more easily distinguished than it is
now.

The label on the west (arch of the Gatehouse) terminates with figures
holding shields, on which are two Ts combined and TE united by a tasselled
cord like a garb (corn sheaf) of the Peverels with the sickle (sickle bill or
shoveler duck?) of the Hungerfords.

After the completion of his home in 1534, it appears Sir Thomas may have

turned his attention to building the tower of the parish church at Charminster

where his mark, the curious double ‘T’, also appears.

Mr Oswald wrote in his articles for Country Life and in his book on Dorset manors

that the 1534 plague on the Gatehouse had originally come from part of the

17
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south wing of the main house which was demolished in the 1820s. This idea has
likewise appeared in later accounts, however, it does not seem to be the case, as
there seems to have been two plaques with different dates. In the first edition of
Hutchins, written in 1774, it very clearly states that there was a plaque bearing
the date of 1528:

South of the south round tower (of the Gatehouse) /s a building called the
store room on which is: HOC OPUS CONSTRUCTUM FUIT An' D'ni
MCCCCCXX VIl

However, the Gatehouse plaque has different wording and a different date,
suggesting completion in 1534

HOC OPUS FINITU (M) EST ANNO dlll (domini?) Md XXX Il

It would have been entirely reasonable for Sir Thomas to have worked on the
main house first and got round to the Gatehouse last, especially if there was a
gatehouse, albeit old fashioned, already there. Early drawings in the main house
support the idea of two different plagues. Mrs Francis Cunningham's undated
drawing (opposite) shows Wolveton from the north, with a gap where the chapel
had been. The entrance wing is depicted and the drawing clearly shows a plaque
in place on the north side of the gatehouse. But the chapel and entrance wing
were demolished before the east part of the south wing from where the plaque is

supposed to have come.

Furthermore Mrs Gurney's drawing of 1811, overleaf, shows the house from the
south west with the store room and oratory above, with what could be a plague
on the first floor, although it is difficult to make out beneath the paper crease in
the drawing. When John Buckler came to draw the house in 1828 he must have
seen the plague of 1534 on the Gatehouse as his drawing is entitled A.D. 7534
South East view of the Gatehouse at Wolveton, Dorsetshire, formerly the seat of
the Trenchards. By this time, the eastern part of the south wing with the 1528
plaque had completely gone and at a time when everyone's energies were
devoted to demolition at Wolveton, it would have been most unlikely for them to

have spent time and money resetting a date plaque high up on the Gatehouse

19
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"KDORSET MANOR HOUSE

SIR,—Having read with great interest
the article on Wolfeton House, Dor-
set, in your issues of August 6 and 13,
I am enclosing a photoﬂrdph of an old
pencil sketch “of the cast side of the
house. It is inscribed * Wolfton. Mr.
Trenchard, R. G., Aug. 1811 near Dor-
chester.”” "The lmlmh are those Ofl
Mrs. Rachel Gurnev, of Earlham, Nor-
follk, who i1s said to have made the!
drawing under the guidance of John

Crome. ‘The sketeh was found among
the papers of Michacel Beverley, of Nor-
follt, whose daunghter had married
a  great-grandson of one I<hzabeth
Trenchard. Possibly the drawing may
interest vour readers, since ll‘:!lt’ll.\‘-;})UI'
Ctions of the house that were pulled
"down not longe afterwards.—RoLaxnD
Trexcuarp, Small Dole, Sussex.

(M. Arthur Oswald, who contri-
buted the recent account of Wolleton
published in these pages, writes: T'his
attractive drawing is intercsting in
showing what the east end of the south
range, which hinked up with the gate-
house looked hke before it was cur-
tailed in 1822, The large four-light
window lighted the east end of the hall.
If we can trust Nrs. Gurney’s per-
spective, a short gabled wing projected
from the south-cast corner, set aslkew.
This feature appeared in the rather
crude engraving of 1774 included in
the first edition of Hutchins's History
of Dorset, but the angle evidently de-
feated the draughtsman, who made it
appear unconvincingly flat. Probably
this was the building referred to in an
ISth-century ci(.s(‘rtptu:-n as the store
room ““south of the southern round
tower,” on which was the Latin inscrip-

Ftion with the date of the building
(1534) now set high up in the north
cwall of the gatehouse.—Iin.]

From Country Life, December 17", 1953

21
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The Gatehouse staircase made up of oak blocks taken
in 1950 (RCHME)
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The Interior
The original entrance to ground-floor guard room on the south side of the
Gatehouse was through the door leading from the staircase lobby. The door from

the driveway straight into this guard room is a later addition.

The spiral staircase is quite remarkable to contemplate: the first six steps are
made of stone, but the newel post and additional steps are then carved of single
oak blocks, rather than the each step being fixed into the central newel. The

steps are also hewn on the underside to give extra headroom.

On the first floor were two suites for guests with a main room for living and
sleeping in, and a turret room, which housed the garderobe. In the north room,
now our sitting room, the fireplace is exceptional. The delicately carved lonic
capitals and boldly carved gadrooning with acanthus leaves at the corners are
accomplished with great virtuosity. It is tempting to equate this piece with the
doorcase at the top of the stone stairs in the main house, carried out for Sir
George Trenchard at the turn of the 17th century, as part of his grand building

programme.

The fireplace in the double bedroom, also of the early 17th century, is not as fine,
but nevertheless is executed in a striking rusticated design. The door into the
bathroom is original, of double plank oak with wrought iron studs, hinges, latch

and plate.

23



Wolveton Gatehouse History Album

The fireplace in the first floor bedroom (RCHME)
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Conjectural plan of Wolveton House as it may have looked soon after the
death of Sir George in 1630
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Captain Thimbleby’s restoration at Wolveton

Captain Thimbleby lived in the Gatehouse in the 1960s whilst on leave from
serving in the army overseas. After being invalided out of the army, he returned
to Wolveton and decided to move into the main part of the house, after the flats
there had become vacant. The Gatehouse by this time had been subdivided,
including both the current sitting room and double bedroom. Breeze-block
partitions were dismantled and the splendid fireplace in the sitting room, which
had been removed in 1945, was replaced. Ceilings and doors were restored to
their original heights. After a fire in the guardroom, later wall coverings were

removed revealing the original fireplace and much original plaster and stonework.

The shutters have been made from elms on the estate which fell down in the
great gale of 1987. The Captain has provided most of the furniture and pictures

in the Gatehouse, which are truly in the spirit of the Landmark Trust.

The room currently used as a chapel is near the site of the original ancient one. In
the 18th century this had fallen down and present chapel was then in use as a
schoolroom and chapel. Later in the mid-1800s it became a bakery; the flour
being brought through an opening high up in the wall, down a chute, into the
adjacent tower room. Fragments of the bread oven remain at the back of the

chapel fireplace, made of Broadmayne bricks.

The Thimblebys have created a private chapel on this site once again, and the
Gatehouse, through the Landmark Trust, is happily fulfilling its initial function as a
guesthouse, as it was originally intended to do so. The stables are also now
functioning again, housing the family hunters, while the house itself has been
returned to a single family home once more. Whilst the city of Dorchester is doing
its best to encroach, in this small sanctuary there are now badgers, foxes, and
roe deer again. After many years, other most welcome species have returned to

Wolveton, including trout, salmon, water rats, kingfishers and swans.
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Wolveton before the demolitions

The purpose of this album is to concentrate on the Gatehouse, but as the
Gatehouse forms the entrance to one of the finest manor houses in Dorset, much
of which has now been demolished, a brief account of the house itself is
provided. The key to our understanding of what the house looked like before its
diminution is provided by the Walker engraving published in the first edition of
Hutchins in 1774. It is seen from the south east and therefore clarifies the

relationship of the Gatehouse with the main south wing of the house.

Galloping through the archways of the Gatehouse at the end of his journey, a
Tudor messenger to the Trenchards would have entered a small courtyard with
the entrance wing straight ahead and the chapel to his right. Interestingly for us,
Hutchins compares somewhat disparagingly the entrance wing at Wolveton, with
the house that once stood behind another Landmark gatehouse, that at Tixall. In
the entrance front at Wolveton

are many windows,; almost all of them different from each other as if the
architect had studied irregularity. This seems to have been the humour of
the age,; for, Dugdale remarks that at Tixall, Co. Stafford ... a fine piece of
masonry, built in the reign of Henry VIII, though the windows are numerous,
scarce two of them are alike, ... so the beauty of the structure of that age
did not, as in the present, consist of uniformity but the greatest variety the
artist could give.

Mrs Cunningham's drawing confirms Hutchins's remarks but there is a liveliness
in the fenestration, giving it a picturesque look, which can now only be seen in

the remnant of Sir Thomas's house in the south face of his Great Hall.

27
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This is the room that the messenger would have entered, once through the
massive front door. Hutchins found it

large, and, as all the principal rooms, is adorned with wainscot and fret-
work. On the wainscot are carved over the chimney 14 Kings of England,
which are said to resemble their figures in the first edition of Rastell's
History of England, ending with Charles the First. Mr. Aubrey, in his
Miscellanies, says, that, on November 3, 1640, the day the Long Parliament
began to sit, the sceptre fell from the figure of Charles . while the family
and a large company were at dinner in the parlour. Opposite to these are
figures of an abbot, soldier, and one or two squires with a horseman. On the
screen are the arms and quarterings of Trenchard.

In the east window of the Great Hall were stained glass heraldic shields belonging
to the Abbeys of Bindon, Sherborne, Cerne, Glastonbury, and Milton. These were
collected by Sir Thomas after the dissolution of the monasteries. Beyond the
great hall to the East was a room described by Hutchins:

Behind the hall chimney is a smaller room, called the late Mr. Trenchard's
smoking-parlour; the cornice of the wainscot charged with signs of the
zodiac and works of each month, and grotesque heads in pairs, as in the
borders of illuminated calendars and missals, manuscript and printed. In the
windows of this room are Trenchard, impaling Filiol; and Trenchard, impaling
Hymerford. Just without the west or outer door of this room is a pentagon
stone building, covering the cellar stairs; a window in it has been stopped

up.

The carved panels of the signs of the zodiac of about 1510 are in the present
Chapel on the ground floor of the north side of the Gatehouse. The pentagon
building referred to, means the original staircase leading from the Great Hall to Sir
Thomas's Long Parlour above, later made redundant by Sir George Trenchard's
grand new staircase leading to his Great Chamber. Sir Thomas's first floor Long
Parlour had windows facing North, East and South and these were adorned with
the arms of the Trenchards and their wives. The old staircase would also have
given access to the room above the later "smoking parlour". Beyond this was an
oratory above the small room "now used as a repository for cheese" according to

Hutchins, with the date plaque of 1528 on its outside wall.

30



Wolveton Gatehouse History Album

When Sir George built his Great Chamber, with its stuccoed ceiling at right angles
to Sir Thomas's Long Parlour, he provided new access to it in the form of a
magnificent staircase of limestone, said to be very similar to one at Longleat built
at the same time. Dr. Girouard has pointed out stylistic similarities between the
work of Allen Maynard, a Frenchman working for Sir John Thynne at Longleat,
and the finely carved door leading from the landing to the Great Chamber. The
oriel window there, pulled down in 1798, housed "an octagon marble table on
four wooden lions", given by a tenant, so the story goes, to King George Il and
Queen Charlotte, after a royal visit to Wolveton. It would be rewarding to know
its relationship to those at Lacock made for Sir William Sharington. With Thynne,
Sharington was a protégé of Protector Somerset whose Renaissance palace they
had both found so influential. Dr. Richard Pococke, visiting Wolveton in the
autumn of 1754, also found echoes of the earlier Somerset House there:

One part next to the garden is handsomly built, with large windows such as
were in use in Queen Eliabeth's time and King James [., with fine
entablatures and ornaments. They speak of it as Inigo Jones's design, but |
rather take it to be the architect of Somerset House.
The ceiling of the Great Chamber, similar to the one at Herringston, featured
horses and cranes but has long since disappeared although the chimney piece,
which is supported by four fluted Corinthian pillars and over it a man asleep
surrounded by four dancers, is still there. Sir George's new wing was replacing
rooms of Sir Thomas's as is indicated by the eaves marks left on its east wall.
Beneath the Great Chamber are two rooms which Hutchins called the parlour and

drawing room. Sir George divided Sir Thomas's Long Parlour into a series of

smaller rooms, two of which were called the Parlour and the Nursery.

In 1695 Thomas Trenchard, great-great grandson of Sir George, married his
cousin Elizabeth Henning. He died in 1702 and she in 1725 and it is likely that at
this point Wolveton ceased to be the family's permanent home. They left one
daughter, Mary, who married her cousin, George, the son of Sir John Trenchard
(see section on the Trenchard family). As a result of their dynastic union, Mary

Trenchard would have owned Wolveton and the other family house at Lytchett

31



g

v 3 Kouwsdy yIgr pUN g

Wolveton Gatehouse History Album

1224 fo
—F=

.Ji"ﬁlh M.Ii‘ ==
)

e P
:_ : :_

Hg.:zuu 161 \mT_Qm_ %

Lanmpuany yi/ [ E
(0091 01) ~amualy yIgE o] H

Lanuay igg g Aampualy yigp Apavy M

.....

wooy]

Auruicy

e (2a0qu) Kaappeey -

{100y Fuimuvacy

wooy i
Swunvac] | 2

||||||||

2
=

=
=
H T
=Wl
SR
=
| £

JNVY Iviw wiwaotr

JALSNIWNYVHD

1
e ol

e

= dASO0OH NOJLAd TOM

32




Wolveton Gatehouse History Album

Matravers, whilst her husband owned Bloxworth House acquired by his father, Sir
John. George and Mary Trenchard probably spent a little time at Wolveton each
year, preferring the two smaller and more convenient houses: Bloxworth and

Lytchett.

The couple had two daughters and Wolveton and Lytchett were therefore left to
another George Trenchard, presumably a cousin, who died in 1763. In the days
of the English Palladians and their successors in the latter part of the century,
such as Robert Adam and James Wyatt, the architectural style of Wolveton
which had made such a grand appearance in the 16th and 17th centuries,

became deeply unfashionable. Lytchett was preferred and Wolveton suffered.

In the windows of all the main rooms at Wolveton were large amounts of armorial
stained glass. Hutchins called it "the noblest ornament of this house" and it
contained almost a complete pedigree of the Trenchard family. When Hutchins
visited the house, the glass was in a bad way. Some of the stained glass was
moved in 1758 and he notes despondently in 1774

Some of these coats, (of arms in stained glass) especially above stairs, are
broken,; others repaired by the glazier agreeable to his own fancy,; others
covered with the plaster which stops up several of the windows; and others
removed to Lichet Maltravers, where the family chiefly of late years has
resided. This has occasioned Wolveton House to be much neglected, and of
late much reduced. It is at present occupied as a farm-house by Mr. Fooks,
who has long been a tenant of the Trenchard family.

In 1798, on what must have been the orders of William Trenchard, the heraldic
glass was removed from the bay windows on the south facade along with most
of the rest of the glass. In a later edition, Hutchins adds:

In Powel's Topographical Collections in Devon and Dorset, A.D. 1820, it is
stated that "a great deal of the back part of the house has been pulled
down, and the whole of the fine glass, with the exception of five or six
shields, was taken down, amounting to 100Ilbs, to Mr. Trenchard's at
Litchet, but it was so badly packed that, when the case was opened, almost
the whole was pounded or broken to pieces, so that very little was
preserved’.
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That the glass was taken away from Wolveton is tragic but the carelessness with
which it was transported in 1798, is unforgiveable. After the stained glass had
gone from the bay windows, they were demolished, diminishing the sense of

movement and interest on the south side of the house.

Arthur Oswald tells us that the chapel to the North of the courtyard was pulled
down in the first half of the 18th century and it may well have gone soon after
the death of Elizabeth Trenchard in 1725. The Walker engraving, published in
1774, shows a northern driveway. Just before the Gatehouse it hits a wall,
making it likely that the entrance to the courtyard was then over the site of the
demolished chapel, shown in Mrs Cunningham's drawing. In the engraving, the

east front of the Gatehouse gives onto a neatly walled enclosure.

From Powel's Topographical Collections, we may gather that the entrance front

was the next to go. Mrs Gurney's drawing of 1811 shows the smoking parlour,
first floor oratory and store beneath, in place. Another drawing, at present in the
house, dated 19th May, 1822 shows the oratory and store demolished, but not

the rest of the wing, but by the time the Bucklers arrived in April, 1828 the

whole of the eastern part of the south front had gone.

In 1807, William Trenchard, son of George Trenchard, sold Wolveton to his
cousin and solicitor, Robert Henning, in a secret and not entirely scrupulous
transaction. Henning died in 1828 and left it to his son James who died in 1865
and what was left of the house, but not the farm, was sold to Mr Weston, the
owner of a number of quarries at Portland. With Mr Weston, Wolveton entered a
new era as for the first time for over a century, its proprietor was both resident

and rich.
Mr Weston had a huge job on his hands and he approached it with Victorian

vigour. He built up Sir Thomas's staircase tower with its once elegant gable, at

the corner of the Great Hall. He added a similar one in the corresponding position
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in the courtyard, surmounting them both with a parapet. He built a mighty wall
running from the courtyard tower to the Gatehouse, joining it so clumsily just by
the Thomas Trenchard and Edith Hymerford love knot at the bottom of the arch.
Behind this was a glazed passage leading from the house to the Gatehouse on the
garden side. He erected a porch by the front door with a fine show of his arms
above. It was probably Mr Weston, who placed the coat of arms (which must
have come from a demolished part of the house) above the arch on the east side
of the gatehouse. His activities inside the house were equally energetic. It is easy
to be censorious, but without Mr Weston’s intervention, Wolveton would

probably not be standing now.

P | O

The south east corner with Sir Thomas’s staircase tower on the left
built up by Mr Weston (RCHME)
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In 1874 Mr Weston sold Wolveton and all its furniture to Albert Wynne Bankes,
of the Kingston Lacy family. Until he died in 1913 Wolveton enjoyed an
Edwardian summer. It was loved and embellished in the gentlest fashion and the
gardens cared for and planted with bulbs, primroses and shrubs. Mr Bankes's
death and the Great War, as with so many other country houses, were bitter
blows to that way of life. The last inhabitant of the Bankes family, Mrs Bankes,
died at Wolveton in 1947 in her 93rd year. The year after, the house was
divided, not entirely sympathetically into five flats. The house, said Arthur
Oswald, submitted itself, ‘readily to an operation that was performed without

difficulty or complications.’

The house was left to the Bankes's only child, Lady Stucley, who died in 1950.
Her daughter, the Countess Zamoyska, then took it on but when the situation
became unmanageable she considered selling Wolveton in separate lots. At this
point early in the 1960s, the Thimblebys came to the rescue and saved the house
from being sold. Captain Thimbleby lived in the Gatehouse to begin with, as the
main house was still tenanted. Once it had been vacated, the Thimblebys faced
the Herculean task of restoring Wolveton as a home. This they have now
achieved but having no specific use for the rooms in the Gatehouse, Captain
Thimbleby approached Martin Drury, then Chairman of the Landmark Trust, with
the suggestion that we should let it for holidays on their behalf. We were
delighted to become involved with such an important house and the Gatehouse

was let to the first Landmark holiday-makers in 1994.
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The Trenchards of Wolveton

Owners of Wolveton in bold type

Name Born Succeeded Died
John 1480 1495
Sir Thomas c1479 1495 1550
Thomas

Thomas 1550 1557
Sir George 1557 1630
Sir Thomas 1582 1630 1657
Thomas 1615 1657 1671
Thomas c1639 1671 1694?
Thomas 16947 1702
Mary m George Trenchard 1702

(2 daughters)

George (cousin?) by 1750 1763

William 1763 1829

The succession went from father to son except when Thomas succeeded his
grandfather in 1550 and when Mary succeeded her father in 1702. She married
her cousin, George, son of Sir John Trenchard, and they had two daughters so
the succession went to George Trenchard, presumably another cousin. In 1807
William Trenchard sold Wolveton to Robert Henning and it was released to him in
1823. In 1828 it was left to his son, James Henning, who sold the house, but
not the land, to Mr Weston in 1862. Mr Weston sold it to Mr Bankes in 1874
and it passed to his daughter Lady Stucley in 1948. When she died in 1950, her
daughter, the Countess Zamoyska, took it on and it was later acquired by the
Thimbleby family.
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The Trenchard family

Motto: Nosce Te Ipsum — Know thyself

Although they first came to Dorset in 1480, the Trenchards had been a land-
owning family in Hampshire and on the Isle of Wight since the time of Henry I.
They had estates at Shalfleet and Quarr on the Island, but their main home was
Hordle, on the edge of the New Forest near Lymington. This was granted to
Paganus, or Payne, Trenchard by the Earl of Devon, in the first part of the twelfth

century.

Wolveton came to the Trenchards through the female line. In about 1400, John
Jourdain of Wolveton married the heiress Christian Chantemarle, who brought
with her a number of manors. They had a daughter and heiress, Joanna, who
married John Mohun of Hammoon (Ham Mohun), between Shaftesbury and
Blandford Forum. Their daughter, Christian Mohun, married Henry Trenchard of
Hordle, and at the death of John Mohun in 1480, Wolveton was inherited by his
grandson, John Trenchard (d. 1495).

The general Act of Attainder of 1483 passed on the accession of Richard lll,
included John Trenchard, ‘late of Charminster’. As a Lancastrian and enemy to
the new King, his lands were confiscated under the terms of the Act. However,
when Henry VIl came to throne in 1485, Trenchard's lands, not only in Dorset
and Hampshire, but also in Wiltshire and Devon, were restored to him. The will of
John Trenchard (and of his son Thomas), shows how much of his wealth came
from sheep-farming and he used part of it to begin work on his new house at
Wolveton. According to Hutchins, he had timber from Frome Whifield ‘toward

building his house by the gift of Robert Coker, Esq.’
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His first wife was Margarita, daughter of John Wyke of Bindon near Axminster in
Devon. There is still an unusual medieval house there, although much altered,
where a Roger Wyke obtained a licence for a chapel in 1425. Interestingly, much
work was carried out there ¢.1500, at the same time that work was going on at
Wolveton. John Trenchard's second wife and the mother of his children, was
Eleanora, daughter of John Philiole of Woodlands in Dorset. Here also, there is a

Tudor house with unusually early brickwork for the county.

In 1495, John Trenchard was succeeded by his son, Sir Thomas (1479—1550).
He first married Elizabeth, daughter of Henry Strangeways, but she died without
issue and secondly he married, Anna de La Lynde, the mother of his children.
Knighted by Henry VII, he was one of the foremost men in Dorset. According to
Burke, Sir Thomas

with most other eminent gentlemen of the West brought timely aid to the
succour of the city of Exeter then besieged by Perkin Warbeck and the
Cornish Rebels,

thereby supporting the King against one of the pretenders to his throne.

Sir Thomas was a Commissioner of the Peace and High Sherriff of the County at
least twice, once in 1509, the other perhaps in 1506 when he offered refuge to
Archduke Philip of Austria, King of Castile, and his wife, Joanna of Aragon. This
unexpected event which laid the foundations of the rise of the ducal family of
Bedford, happened after a storm at sea blew the royal couple ashore at Portland.
Legend has it that when the storm was at its height, Joanna dressed in her finest
clothes, securing to herself a considerable amount of money, so that if she were
drowned, she would be given an appropriate burial. When they were rescued, Sir
Thomas was called to meet the storm-tossed party and he took them to his house

where he waited for instructions from his King.
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At Wolveton, all went well except for the fact that the chief protagonists could
not converse easily with each other, sharing no common language. It was then
that Sir Thomas had a stroke of brilliance; realising that his royal visitors could be
with him for some days, he quickly remembered John Russell of Berwick, the
family into which his brother had married. Russell, according to Hutchins, had,
resided some years in Spain, (so) he was sent for by his relation, Sir Thomas
Trenchard, to attend and entertain the Archduke of Austria, who recommended
him to the favour of King Henry VII, who took him into favour and appointed him
to one of the Gentlemen of the Privy Chamber; and afterwards recommended him

to his son, Henry VIII.

The relief when Russell arrived at Wolveton must have been palpable. This
episode appears in every account of the house for it caused a stir, not just of
local, but national repercussions. (After their sojourn at Wolveton, the royal
couple went to Windsor where no doubt Joanna met her sister, Catherine of
Aragon, widow of Prince Arthur, but already betrothed to the young Henry,

Prince of Wales.)

Sir Thomas Trenchard's last wife was Edith Hymerford and he died in 1550. In
the second quarter of the 16th century, it is thought, he built the tower of
Charminster parish church. It is embellished with his personal rebus of intertwined
‘T’s, also found on the west front of the Gatehouse. The Gatehouse was
completed in 1534 and it probably marked the end of Sir Thomas's ambitious
building project at Wolveton. That year he was 56, an old man for the time. It is
seems entirely natural that having completed his own house, he might turn to the
parish church and the life hereafter. The early 1530s were a tempestuous time
for the Church in England with the King's wish to break with Rome, divorce
Queen Catherine and marry Anne Boleyn. Indeed the year after Sir Thomas had
completed his Gatehouse, Thomas More was beheaded at the Tower of London,
which paved the way for Thomas Cromwell and the dissolution of the

monasteries. Perhaps it was a comfort to the ageing Sir Thomas to build such a
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permanent symbol as the Charminster church tower, in such times of religious

uncertainty. Sir Thomas died in 1550, at the fine age of 71.

His son predeceased him and so he was succeeded by his grandson, Thomas, (d.
1557) who married Eleanor Horsey. He died only seven years after his
grandfather; and with the succession of his young son, Sir George Trenchard (d.
1630), Wolveton entered its second golden period. Sir George, like Sir Thomas,
was a man of pre-eminence in Dorset. In 1573 he married Anne Speke but she
died in 1588, the year that her husband may have been knighted. A little before
this he had been appointed as a commissioner to carry out an inventory on the
Spanish ship, the San Salvador, which had been brought into Portland. He was
Governor of Sandsfoot Castle, Weymouth, which had been built in 1541 by
Henry VIII fearing a French invasion. In 1580, like his great-grandfather, Sir
George was obliged to entertain royalty when the Prince of Conde landed at

Weymouth.

His building works at Wolveton House - the main south front with the dining
room and parlour on the ground floor and the magnificent Great Chamber above —
are evidence of his wealth and taste. Arthur Oswald has pointed out that the
most likely date for Sir George's lavish building programme is the last decade of
the 16th century. After his marriage to Jane, daughter of Hugh Bamfylde, their
eldest child was born in 1595 and this and his earlier match were recorded in
stained glass in the once picturesque bay window of his new Great Chamber.
Apart from his fine rooms in the house, Sir George was also responsible for the
Riding House. This fascinating rectangular building of ashlar with a slate roof is
still extant, situated amongst the farm buildings about 125 yards north of the

house.
In 1594, when Sir George was a Justice of the Peace, an Irish Roman Catholic

priest called Cornelius was arrested at Chideock and taken to Wolveton where he

was detained in the south room on the first floor. He seems to have got on well
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with the Trenchard family and their circle, especially Sir Walter Raleigh, who was
then living at Sherborne. He was not however, prepared to forswear his religion
and after imprisonment in London, he was returned to Dorchester where the poor

man was hung, drawn and quartered.

Sir George's son, the second Sir Thomas (1582 - 1657) came into his inheritance
in 1630 after the long and settled period of his father's tenure. He was Sherriff of
Dorset and was knighted by James | at Theobalds on 14th December in 1613.

Sir Thomas married Mrs. Motford, nee Elizabeth Morgan, by whom he had seven
daughters and three sons. She tragically committed suicide in circumstances
foreseen by a dinner-guest. In about 1640 one of the Assize Judges from
Dorchester came to dine with the Trenchards, but before he had taken one
mouthful his lordship hastily jumped up and left the house. He told his marshal
that he had seen an apparition of her ladyship behind her chair with her throat cut
and her head in her arms. Before they had reached the town, hardly a lengthy
distance, a messenger caught up with the carriage and related the gruesome

story.

During the Civil War, Sir Thomas Trenchard supported the Parliamentarians and
helped out at the siege of Corfe Castle sustained by the Bankes family. Sir
Thomas's youngest brother, George, was the first husband of Lady Penelope
D'Arcy, the subject of one of Thomas Hardy's saddest short stories in ‘A Group
of Noble Dames’. Burke's Landed Gentry tells us:

This fair lady and wealthy heiress was wooed by three suitors at the same
time, and the knights as in chivalry bound, were disposed to contest the
prize with targe(t) and lance; but the lady herself forbade the battle, and
menaced the disobedient knights with her eternal displeasure, promising
Jjocularly that if they had but patience she would have them all in their turns,
which promise was fulfilled.

After the death of George Trenchard, she was a widow at seventeen and next
married Sir John Gage of Firle in Sussex. Finally, she married Sir William Harvey

of Ickworth in Suffolk, whom she truly loved.
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Lady Penelope D'Arcy, Lady Hervey (d.1661)
(National Trust)

The second Sir Thomas Trenchard was succeeded by his son, Thomas (1615-
1671). He married Hannah Henley of Bramshill in 1638 and one of their
daughters, Anne, married Walter Erle of Charborough, another important family in
Dorset. His heir Thomas (b ¢c.1639—?1694) was M.P. for Bridport and he
married, Anne, daughter of Thomas Erle of Charborough, so it seems that a

Trenchard brother and sister married an Erle sister and brother.

Thomas's younger brother, Sir John Trenchard, is the only Trenchard to appear in
the Dictionary of National Biography. He was born at Lytchett in 1640 and
matriculated from New College, Oxford, in 1665, becoming an M.P. for Taunton
from 1678—9. In 1682, he married Phillipa Speke of the Cromwellian family. He
soon became embroiled with the group of puritans who were opposed to the
succession of the Catholic James, Duke of York. In 1680 he contended that the

Crown was held by statute law and that pro publico bono, Parliament should step
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over any private rights of James. He seems to have helped the Rye House plot
on its way and he was arrested in July 1683 but ‘the steady refusal of William,
Lord Russell, to implicate him and the great skill he showed under examination’
ensured his release for want of evidence. Fearing re-arrest, he spent some time

in Dorset.

In June 1685, his conduct at the landing of the Duke of Monmouth was cowardly
in the extreme. He was with the Spekes at IIminster and recognising the danger
he raced to Lytchett where he hid in a keeper's lodge until he could flee to the
continent. Meanwhile, his brother-in-law, Charles Speke, was hanged at his own
door. In 1687 James Il magnanimously signed a petition of free pardon on his
behalf and the next year he became M.P. for Dorchester but, notes the
Dictionary, ‘his parliamentary demeanor was strictly subdued’. But he was an

influential Whig, who represented accurately the feelings of his county.

In 1689 he was knighted by William Ill, becoming Secretary of State in 1692 and
a Privy Councillor. One of his first jobs was to reorganise the system of spies at
the chief French ports, ‘an undertaking of no common difficulty’ and one he must
have relished, concerned as it was with keeping popish plots at bay. He bought
Bloxworth House and was buried in the parish church there in 1695. His son,

George, was eventually to marry Mary, the heiress of Wolveton.

In 1695, the next Thomas Trenchard (d.1702) married Elizabeth Henning of
Poxwell. He was a colonel and had a parliamentary career, becoming M.P. for
Dorchester in 1689, Wareham in 1695 and for Dorset County in 1700. Elizabeth
Trenchard died in 1725 and it seems that at this stage Wolveton ceased to be the
main family seat. From then on, their other house at Lychett Matravers was

preferred.
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Lytchett, built in gracious landscape between Wimborne Minster and Poole, was
the catalyst for the neglect and subsequent demolitions at Wolveton. It had been
in the family certainly since the time of Thomas Trenchard, the nephew of Sir
Thomas (d.1550), for Burke's Landed Gentry describes him as ‘of Lytchett
Matravers’. Sir George Trenchard, builder of the Elizabethan wing at Wolveton,
later bought Lytchett from his cousin. It seems to have become the home of the
eldest sons of the Trenchards before they inherited Wolveton, because Sir John
Trenchard (1640—1695) was born there. Dr. Pococke described Mr Trenchard's
house at Lytchett as having

a view of the north of the fine hills on his estate, covered with wood, and of
the vale which opens to Charborow, Mr Draxs improvement,

when he visited George Trenchard there in 1750.

Thomas and Elizabeth only had one daughter, Mary, who was married to her
cousin George (see above). They in their turn had two daughters and Wolveton
was inherited by George Trenchard (presumably another cousin) who married
Mary Serjeant and died in 1763. He owned Wolveton when Dr. Pococke visited
the house in the autumn of 1754 They had two sons, the eldest of which was
William, who married Lady Hester Amelia de Burgh, daughter of the 12th Earl of
Clanricarde, on 6th August, 1790.

As far as Wolveton is concerned, William, to whom ironically the 1774 Walker
engraving is dedicated, was a disaster. After the death of his father in 1763, he
succeeded to the ownership, but certainly not the care, of the house. It was he
that removed most of the heraldic glass and allowed the bay windows to be
demolished on the south side. He may be held responsible for the destruction of
the glass on the way to Lytchett. After more than three centuries, he sold the
house away from the Trenchard family, although by that time the family were no

longer living there and it was let.
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William was not a ‘good and careful man of business’ and in a Bill of Complaint
to the Lord Chancellor of the 1850s, brought by the Trustees of William
Trenchard's will against the Hennings, we learn that in 1807, he,

being short of money agreed to sell his estate at Wolfeton ... to his solicitor,
Robt. Henning: a sale to be kept secret from his uncle, John Trenchard, from
whom he had an expectation for he did not wish him to know his financial
position.

In 1820 the uncle died and in 1823 Wolveton was released to Robert Henning
but he died five years later and left it to his son, James Henning. In 1829 William
Trenchard himself died. The Trustees of his will then lodged their Bill of
Complaint urging that the secretly negotiated sale of Wolveton to Henning in
1807 should be void. They did not succeed and James Henning then sold
Wolveton House but not the farm, with title undisputed, to Mr Weston, who after
much renovation and rebuilding sold it with its furniture to Mr Wynne Albert

Bankes in 1874.
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Mr Bankes'’s diaries 1874— 1913

Wynne Albert Bankes (National Trust)

Albert Bankes's diaries, housed at the County Record Office in Dorchester,
describe the life of a typical country gentleman of independent means. The first
volume was written in 1909 so he must have been keeping notes over the years.
In a sense, he was the Victorian and Edwardian equivalent of his predecessors,
the first Sir Thomas Trenchard and Sir George. A younger son of one of the
foremost Dorset families, the Bankes of Kingston Lacy, he was a cultivated and
genial person. He embodied the greatest Victorian virtue — a sense of duty,
manifested in his devotion to family, parish, and county. His father was George
Bankes and his mother, Georgina-Charlotte Nugent; her real father was the Duke
of Cumberland, who became King of Hanover in 1837. Born in 1840, Albert was
the fourth and youngest son and was christened at St. Peter's Church, Pimlico,

on 31st May. He was dispatched as a navel cadet and midshipman on board the

47



Wolveton Gatehouse History Album

St. Jean D'Acre to the Crimea where at the tender age of fifteen, he witnessed
the taking of Sebastopol. Later he received the Baltic and Crimean Medals. On his
return, he read law at Trinity Hall, Cambridge and was called to the Bar in 1867.
He regularly worked amongst the poor in London whilst he was living at his
mother's house in Old Palace Yard, Westminster. On 10th September, 1873 he

married Florence (Florrie) Fane.

Just over a year later the newly married couple bought Wolveton House and
moved in on 7th January, 1875:

The first night in our own house, Mr W.H.P. Weston, the vendor, had been
most kind throughout the business and had labelled all the keys and seen
that the furniture was arranged in all the rooms. From 1875 to the present
time (1909) Mr Weston has seldom missed a week, when he was at home,
in coming over to see us.

In April Mr Bankes paid a cheque for £10,000 to Mr Weston for the purchase of
Wolveton and in May a further £60 for a billiard table which cost him £120. The
Billiard Room was then in the Gatehouse in what is now the sitting room, and a
diary entry in May, 1878 reads:

Arranging to heat the Billiard Room with hot water pipes.

Mr Bankes plunged himself immediately into in the affairs of the county. For
such activities, he was well placed, living so close to the county town of
Dorchester. Two days after moving in he attended a meeting about starting the
Royal Dorset Yacht Club at Weymouth. He notes sadly in July, 1878 that they
were
Defeated by two votes on the proposal that ladies should be admitted for
lunch and tea at the Weymouth Yacht Club,
although by the end of his life he and the other supporters of this measure won
Dorset County Hospital at Dorchester. One of the less enviable requirements of
this post was a monthly visit to the two County Lunatic Asylums at Forston and

Charminster itself (built 1871). Five days after his election he describes
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My first official visit over the two lunatic asylums ... very glad when it was
over but after fourteen years of it, | got quite accustomed and did not mind
the visits.

On 9th March, 1875 he was made a County Magistrate and on the same date
went to a concert in Dorchester in aid of the new Trinity Church. He was heavily
involved with the Dorset County Museum, something he much enjoyed

supporting by overseeing its move as well as arranging various functions.

Albert Bankes was a staunch supporter of the parish church in Charminster
throughout his life at Wolveton. In a laconic statement of 10th January, three
days after his move, he writes
Our vicar The Rev. Brynmer Williams we never saw as he was in Usk prison
for 15ys.
Bankes held the post of church warden more than once, ran a Sunday school for
the village boys, and was instrumental in the church restoration of 1895—7
when it was reroofed, reseated and properly drained. He was much amused by
the sit-down protest of the congregation in March, 1876 when Hymns Ancient
and Modern was introduced. He himself rather liked the new hymnal. Village
affairs were also close to his heart and he held evening classes for the Spare
Time Movement as well as giving tea parties for the village school children; at the

one on 30th July, 1883 they entertained 170 pupils in the gardens at Wolveton.

Mr and Mrs Bankes moved in high society, both in Dorset and London where they
spent part of their time, although it always seems to have been a relief to return
to Wolveton. They met the Prince of Wales at Newmarket and when he attended
Hunt Balls in Dorset; in November, 1876, they entertained Princess Christian to
lunch, who looked very German, but pleasant, while she was staying at Canford.
At Kingston Lacy, they supported their cousin Mrs Bankes on three separate
occasions when she entertained Edward VI, the Kaiser and the Princess of
Wales, (later Queen Mary). Keen advocates of amateur dramatics, they held

exhausting theatrical weeks at Wolveton. For these, Mr Bankes had removed the
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wall between the present dining room, which housed the stage, and the parlour
which accommodated the audience. One Hunt Ball was held at the house, along
with what seems to have been almost annual Tyrolean parties, much enjoyed by
all the guests, as well as lawn tennis tournaments held on the grass court in front
of the south wing. Mr Bankes seems to have been quite the life and soul of
these gatherings and describes a garden party at Lulworth Castle on 7th August,
1884 when it poured with rain,

so | led an improvised cotillon from 5.30 - 6.30 which was most successful.

Very occasionally, he does not warm to his guests:

Mrs Patrick Campbell came for tea ... | was not taken with Mrs Patrick
Campbell's manner.

On 22nd July, 1900 he had another tea party with visitors from the literary and
artistic worlds:

Mr and Mrs Thomas Hardy, the Novellist brought Mr and Mrs Thorneycroft,
the Sculptor to tea.

This does not seem to have been the first time that Hardy came to Wolveton, for
in 1891, he had published ‘A Group of Noble Dames’, of which Dame the Eighth
was Lady Penelope D'Arcy, second wife of George Trenchard. In this tale, Hardy
had described Wolveton thus:

In going out of Casterbridge (Dorchester) by the low-lying road which
eventually conducts to the town of Ivell (Yeovil), you see on the right hand
an ivied manor-house, flanked by battlemented towers, and more than
usually distinguished by the size of its many mullioned windows. Though
still of good capacity, the building is somewhat reduced from its original
grand proportions; it has, moreover, been shorn of the fair estate which
once appertained to its Lord, with the exception of a few acres of park-land
immediately around the mansion.

No laggard in doing his historical research, Hardy later describes Lady Penelope's

life at Wolveton as

now passed mostly within the walls, or in promenading between the
pleasance and the bowling green, and she very seldom went even so far as
the high road which then gave entrance from the north, though it has now,
and for many years, been diverted to the south side.
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The description of the garden and change of driveway are both entirely accurate.
The immaculately kept gardens surrounding the ivied manor house are exactly
what the photographer from Country Life found when he came to take the
pictures for the article on Wolveton published in 1902, sadly not mentioned in Mr
Bankes's diaries. With its long and romantic history of the Trenchard family, the
house was precisely the type that Country Life liked to feature in its early days,
when architectural history was subordinate to genealogy. Perhaps it was no
coincidence that the Gatehouse and silhouette of Wolveton closely resemble the
building featured in the highly decorated headpiece of the article, used for the

magazine's series Country Homes — Gardens Old & New.

The history of the house was undoubtedly of great interest to Mr Bankes. In July,
1887 he had
A very interesting visitor, Mr Edmonds, who lived here 50 years ago when
Wolveton was a farm house.
He took a party from the Royal Society of Archaeologists round in January, 1881
and he was bringing out a new edition of the guidebook in June, 1907. Rather
worryingly, he mentions in July, 1883 that the

The Council settled to begin moving things from the old museum into the
new one. | busy all day with Mr Wood and his men taking plaster statues
into the School of Art (vacated by the County Museum) from Wolveton
House staircase.

In November, 1884, he adds

Cooper cutting up the stone pedestals on which the Venuses used to stand
on the staircase. We utilised the stone for steps in the gardens where they
still are 1909.

In the summer of 1892 the house nearly burnt down but it was put out with the
help of my new 48 fire buckets. Like every other country house not on mains
drainage, there were intermittent problems with unpleasant smells and once Mr
Bankes had to send a bottle of well water to a London analyst. However, he

always resisted putting in what he called modern drainage.
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The drains gave him most cause for concern when he thought they might have
made his beloved daughter, Gladys, ill. Throughout the diaries there are touching
references to her childhood progress, first steps, new dresses, birthday parties,
and later on, her coming out ball and then her engagement to Hugh Stucley in
December, 1901. The description of her wedding at Charminster on Thursday,
6th February, 1902 is particularly poignant:

Church beautifully decorated with flowers and similar over the chancel arch
... but we had no choir or hymns and the service was as short as possible as
| was so afraid of Florrie breaking down, but she managed most bravely
though | felt what a wrench it was for her losing Gladys. The ‘Reception’ at
Wolveton went off well and we managed some most interesting
photographic groups in spite of the weather being so raw and cold. (The
couple) left by the Great Western Station for Paris, Rome and Naples.

Gladys's father writes of the birth of the Stucley son and heir, Dennis Frederic

Bankes, born on 28th October, 1907 with particular pleasure.

Albert Bankes began to suffer from heart problems in the winter of 1908 and the
entries become fewer and fewer. In 1911 he was no longer enjoying London
visits and the summer heat that year troubled him. The only entry in 1912 reads
for August:

Rented manor farm at Studland. Over walked myself and brought on a heart
attack. Laid up the whole of September.

In about 1825, Mr Bankes's father, George, had built a marine villa at Studland
where the family spent many holidays. (It is now the Manor House Hotel.) Wynne
Albert Bankes, a beloved man, died at Wolveton on 16th April, 1913 and his
well-attended funeral was held at Charminster church but he was buried at the

Bankes family resting place at Studland.

Mrs Bankes continued to live at Wolveton until she died in 1947 when she left
the house to her daughter, Lady Stucley. Gladys Stucley herself died in 1950 and
the house became the property of her daughter Priscilla, Countess Zamoyska.

From her it was acquired in the early 1960s by the Thimbleby family.
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The south facade of the Gatehouse

The Weston coat of arms above the porch of the main house
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Carvings on the west front of the Gatehouse
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St Mary the Virgin, Charminster
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The Riding House

When the Royal Commission Inspectors visited Wolveton in 1948, they wrote a
three-page report on what they believed to be an unusually fine barn. In about
1973, the Commission visited the building again, revised their earlier opinion, and
it is now known as the Riding School. This building, which lies about 125 yards
North of Wolveton House, today forms part of the farm-yard, standing end-on to
the lane. It is built of ashlar with a slate roof and is 105 feet long and 25 feet
wide, with two storeys. Originally, there may have been a gallery and staircase

at the east end where there are two rows of round windows.

The form of the Wolveton Riding House is very similar to two buildings: Prince
Henry's Riding House of ¢.1604, at St. James's Palace (drawn by Robert
Smythson on a London visit) and a Riding School at Welbeck Abbey,
Nottinghamshire, designed in 1622 —3 by his son, John Smythson, for Sir William
Cavendish. This likeness prompted the RCHM to identify the building at Wolveton
as a Riding House. However, this may not give the complete picture as it is
surprisingly long and thin, making it impossible to lunge a horse or carry out
exercises across the building. Riding Houses had to be at least 30 feet wide and
preferably more. It is more likely that it was used for many recreations, including
bowls on the first floor and haute école (or dressage) below, like the ‘Hospice’ at

Ansty Manor in Wiltshire.

Giles Worsley has pointed out that if haute école did form part of the design of
the Riding House at Wolveton then the date of about 1610 is too early. The
building has been given that date due to its stylistic similarities — the round-
headed south doorway with a round-headed hoodmould over, with a small lion
mask above — to Lulworth Castle. There, work began in 1608 on a castle for
Thomas Howard, 3rd Lord Bindon. Who designed the Riding House at Wolveton
and when, is a tantalising question and is part of the rich seam of research

waiting to be carried out on Sir George Trenchard and his architectural
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The Riding House — the north front

The Riding House - the south front
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connections. Whilst not a man of the Court, the quality of the work in his Great
Chamber, with its possible link with Allen Maynard at Longleat, the two rooms
below and on his new staircase, show that he was in touch with the latest

fashions and could call on the finest craftsmen in the area.

The Riding House in May 1967 (RCHME)
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The Riding House - the east front

Just visible in the centre is the lion mark above the archway on the south
front
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The Wolfeton Riding House Trust has been formed to protect the building, and at
the time of writing (2016) structural repairs are ongoing. Access by appointment

for a small charge may be possible. Please visit www.wolfetonridinghouse.org.uk

for more information.

Haute école as it was practised in the 17th century.

An artist’s impression of how the interior may have looked.
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The Riding House, south elevation today.

The interior today.
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References to Wolveton and Trenchard in the Diaries and Letters of
Edward Gibbon and Dr Richard Pocoke

Gibbon’s Journal to January 28", 1763 with introductory essays by D.M. Low,
Chatto & Windus 1929, July, 1760

Our stay at Blandford was very agreable, the weather fine, the quarters as good
both for the officers and men as cheapness plenty and pleasantness could make
them; the Battalion coming every day under the care of the Abbot. The
Gentlemen of the County shewed us great hospitality particularly Mssrs.
Porteman Pledydwell, Bowers, Sturt, Brain, Jennings, Drax and trenchard, but
partly tho’their fault and partly thro;ours that hospitality was often debauch.

The Travels through England of Dr. Richard Pococke, successively Bishop of
Meath and of Ossory during 1750, 1751 and later years. Ed. J.J. Cartwright,
printed for The Camden Society, 1888. Letters written to his mother.

Lychiet in Dorset, Sepr 15, 1750, (p 89)... | landed three miles west of Pool,
at Hutchin’s, and passing by South Letchiet ascended to Upper Letchiet,
where Mr.Trenchard has mad a plantation of firs and walks on the hill,
which command a fine view of the Isle of Wight and of Pool. We descended
to Mr. Trenchard’s house, having a view of the north of the fine hills on his
estate, covered with wood, and of the vale which opens to Charborow, Mr.
Draxs improvement.

Axminster in Devon, Sept. 20", 1750

| writ to you on the 15" from Lytchet, and rid out with Mr. Trenchard’s son,
the lawyer, that morning to see Mr. Drax’s improvements, and through Mr.
Trenchard’s park, at Charborow, a mile from Mr. Trenchard’s. It was the
estate of his ladies father, General Erle. The great beauty of it is the
prospect and fine walk through a wood, for about half a mile along the top
of the hill.

The soil about Mr. Trenchard’s is a gravelly sand, and about twelve feet
deep is a bed of red sand stone, which is very soft at first digging up, but
grows hard with the weather or air.

16. (?) | saw in the church of Upper Lichet, call’ Lichet Maltravers, a very
ancient inscription in old French over the tomb of the Lord Maltravers, who
serv’'d Edward lll against the French.

17. Mr. Trenchard carried me three miles in his coach, and | went a mile
farther to Wareham... | visited Mr. Hutchins, the minister (of St. Mary’s

Wareham the abbey church in the past), who walked with me round the
town. He is compiling an History of Dorsetshire. (Later visited Lulworth
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Castle ‘said to be the design of Inigo Jones, but erroneously, belong sto the
Welds, Roman Catholics’.)

Travels through England Vol Il Ed. JJ Cartwright, 1889

Page 144 Sherborn, October, 1754. ...I came mostly along the valley in
which the Cerne runs to Charminster, where in the church some of the
Trenchard family buryed. The east window is the ancient Saxon arch,
which led to the chancel. | went a quarter of a mile further to Wotton in
this parish, the seat of Mr. Trenchard, a very ancient house built at different
several times. One part next to the garden | handsomely built, with large
windows such as were in use in Queen Elizabeth’s time and King James |I.,
with fine entablatures and ornaments. They speak of it as Inigo Jones’s
design, but | rather take it to be of the architect of Somerset House. There
are fine chimney pieces and carved door frames and wainscoat in the house
all of wood; this screen of the old hall is finely carv’d and the kings of
England, small and at full length, are round this wanscoat. There are a great
number of arms in painted glass all over the house, some of the family, and
many of the abbeys, nunneries and monasteries in Dorsetshire, which the
family collected at the dissolution of them. There is a pile of hewn stones
building which is for very grand stables. This house married into the Russel
Family of Kingston Russel in the time of Henry VII. In that reign Ferdinand,
coming from Germany to take possession of the Kingdom of Castile, was
drove into Weymouth. Sr Thomas Trenchard, being the principal gentleman
of the country, waited on him and conducted him to his house, and
acquainted the king of it, who invited him to London. Sr Thomas Trenchard,
not understanding foreign languages, had sent of Mr. Russel, a younger
brother of the family he had married into, a very fine gentleman, who had
travelled abroad, and understood foreign languages. The king asked Sr
Thomas Trenchard if he could serve him, who declining any thing for
himself, said is he had an opportunity to recommend Mr. Russel to the king
he would be obliged to him; and when he mentioned him to King Henry VII.
he said he had taken particular notice of him, and had him in his thoughts to
serve him. He took him into his court, made him a peer, an this is the
ancestor of the Duke of Bedford; and the elder branch failing, the estate of
Kingston how belongs to the Duke.
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Lxeter, one mile
south of it, and it
retains the fea-
tures of different
ages, and has
many historic
memories of its
own, witha sweet
and beautiful
rden withal to
add to its atlrac-
tions.  Into the
ingenious  theo-
ries which have
been hazarded as
to the origin of
the name of
Wolfeton, Wol-
veton,or Wolver-
ton, let us not
enter.  Linough
to know that it
was anciently a
possession of the
Trenchards, who
traced their
descent from one
Pavanus of the
name in the time
of Henry 1., and
from  Elizabeth,
daughter of
Edward 1. They
intermarried
with many great
famulies of the
West, and Sir
Thomas Tren-
chard, who died
in 13505, built the
honse we depict,
now the valued
possession ol Mr,
Bankes. Sir
Thomas was the
arandson of the
first  Trenchard
of Wolfeton, and
the son of John
Trenchard,
whose house was
partly incor-
porated in  the
new structure.
A very noble
mansion it s,
with its principal
fronts to the east
and south, the
north side being
sheltered by a
«rove of trees.
T'"he south [ront
i, indead, entire,
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I'THIN something more than a mile of Dorchester
town, in the valley of the River Frome, stands one
of the most interesting and characteristic houses
in the whole county of Dorset. Wolfeton House,
as the historian of the shire says, makes a grand

appearance from the great western road Irom Dorchester to
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and the east front is a fine example of the enriched style of

Hlenry VIL., while on the west are mullioned windows and semi-

DOOR.

classic detail of James L's time added by Sir Georg
I'he entrance is on the east, through a fine gatchouse, with ancient
round towers of rare picturesquencss, iving admission to asmall
loieconrt, where the richness and beauty of the structure, the

" COUNITRY LIFE."™

Irenchard.

clesiinee ol the
miny  windows
and carvings, and
the characteristic
boldness ol the
chimneys, im-
press the be-
holder.  IFramed
in the mullions
and (ransoms
was, within
memory, it may-
nificent array of
stained windows
(removed, unlor-
tunately, by the
last Trenchard of
Wolleton), whose
storied  armorial
'I”ll]('.."u were o
veritable history
of the manaon,
illl(l m n III-\‘ i
plice bore the
motto ol Siy
Thomas  Tren
chard-—“Naosce
teipsum. By
good fortune
some of the old
glass was Tound
at Bath, and re-
stored toits place
by the present
proprietor.

An interest-
ing anecdote s
told of \Wolleton
House in Sir
Thomas  Tren.
chard's time,
which shows that
within its walls |
the fortunes ol
the Russells,
Dukes of  Bed-
ford, began,
(Grantley Berke-
ley's “Anec-
dotes.””)  Philip
the TTandsome,
Archduke of
Austria, accom.
panied by his
wife Joanna,
daunghter of
Ferdinand — and
Isabella, being or
his way from the
Low  Countries
to Spain in
January, 1502
wits driven inte
Woeymouth by
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Wl
hospiriably
tevenved at Wol
leton hy Sar
Tren.
laad. The cood
hnieht knew no
Spanish and his
roval guests no

I hotias

Inglish, but he
Lethought — him

ol his young
Kinsman and
neighbow Jolin
Rus=ell ol King
<ton Ruasscll,who
Wais 1-'-c‘I|I1) re-
turned trom
Spaan, and i
mediately sent
lor i to et as
trepreter, The
Vo man knew
low Lo mgatiate
Lt with the
tosal Spanads,
and Plobip, Twan

plewesed with o,
|

Lapyprgnt THE CREST

ciwards mtro.

duced B o enry VL as cman ol abiling e o stad
belore princes and not betore meaner men,” “Thus did Russell go
o Courtand rise by his ability, and his Lunily later on grew Tat
with monastie spoils.  Philip was not unmindiul of the courteous
hospitality of Sir Thomas Trenchard, and on his departure
presented to him two bowls of blue and white Oriental porcelain,
hoae sl preserved, we believe, at Bloxworth 1 louse, near
Wincham.  One af the howls is in an origina Tadian silver-uilt
setting, curiously hinged,  The grateful Spamiard is also believed
to hzove sent 1o his host the magmheent carved chimuey-picee in
the wreat drawing-room, which we illustrate. e rises 1o the
hiere i the wadl, and is enframed in o cioved entablature
supported by lofte: Corinthian pillars, within which we two
sunken panels, with tiguees emblematic of Hope and  Justice,
while below are sealptured rural and hunting scenes, emblems ol
thades, satves, heads, ctes There s a second carved  msonitel-

Ay

Pece T L e
toom, and
nmamhcent dooe -
way, and the
ceiling is covered
with hine plaster
wark of carly
date.

To complets
ourdescrpion
ol the house, ot
1t be said that the
gatehouse,  with
its Hlankinyg
towers  and  its
priest's chamber,
15 probably the
cialiest part ol
the structure, and
that the haldl
nch in cirving,
ind originally
had over s
mantel piece
loutteen Kngs -t
|':l|};l.||h|. tie List

IS

b them Leing

Cleades o Thosae

who will oy

ey MCOUNTRY LIFE belien e oy
ald Nuabaey-

story that, on November gud, thgo, the « when the Long
Parliament began to sit, the sceptie 1ell from the cinven hand ot

Charles, o the amazement and alarm of o luge comprEy
assembled at dinner.  Those who love the mysterioms legends of
our old houses may also like to he told another story of grucsom -
character, which some lover of the wonderful long ago told ot
the same hall at Wolleton House, A certain Judge ol assize,
being at Dorchester, w mvited out to Waolleton (o s s
goudly company ol the neighbourhood, hut no sooner wene e
guests at Gible than the judge arose, cdled his cann and
abruptly lett the Louse, As he rode wich s naeshal siong e
dink Eme o Dorehester he told the Liter tit as he sat ot
tble he had seen behind Lady Trenchard s ghost or wraith
ol hersell standing, with the throat of the spectie cut, and 1t
head under s sim, and, as il o contirm e portent, they
heard a gadloping behind them, ind w0 miessenger annned G

LFROM  THE SOULH  LAIKY,

CLCUNTRY Uik,
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Conynght THE 0OLD

<ay that her ladyship had in very fact commitled suicide since
they lelt,

The Trenchards, as may have Leen inferred from Aubrey's
story, were adherents of the Parliament in the Civil Wars, and
S Thomas Trenchard played an active parl in the county as i
commander on that sicde. e had been knighted by James 1Loat
Theobalds in December, 1613, and he died in 1057, s son
alea an ardent supporter of the cause, and his arandson,
Sir John Trenchard, who lived until 165, was a very prominent
politician and bitter partisan, of whom Wood says that he was
ready 1o promate @ Oates his plot, busie against papists, the
prevogitive. e all that way ITe attempted to dispute the
title of the Duke of York to the throne, on the plea that the
crown was held
by statute  law,
wie  romewhat
concerned with
the Rye House
I"lol, wig in
dancer in the
time of Mon-
mouth's rebel-
Lion, but fled with
diseretion, — and
Tater an showed
creal zeal against
the [acabites,

“John Tren-
chatd's eldest
san, Geor
Trenchavd, mar-
vied  his consin
Mary, the heiress
of Wolfeton,
and did much 1o
beautify the
place, adding
many of the later
features. Inthat
family the house
remaned  until
the beginning of
the last century,

itier & ey

when it was Cagyien 7HE FORECOURT

GATEHOUSE.

CCOUNTRY LIFE.*

purchased by Mr. James Henning, passing roon to the hand.
of Mr. Bankes.  But the deviees and arms of the Trenchinds
still remain in the house they so long mhabited, uid the splendid
tower of the neighbouring chureh ol Chivminster has the vebus
of Sir Thomas Trenchard, who added it about the year 1500, 10
the massive Nornn stracture, wherein the mutilated imonmments
of lus lamly are.

FFar the special charms of \Wolleton House our pictures are
warrant enough,  They also reveal how lovely e the s
roundings of that ancient abode.  Tvy clothes those splendid
fianking towers of the gteway, as il fondly vesting their
venerable age, and it will be divined how cuperh are the colou
contrasts between the cool stonework and the dark hue of the

clinging  ureen,

Those who zare
for the place we
judicious in
curbing the
vigorous luxu-
riance of Lhe
old  growth,
which otherwise
would coneeal
structural and
decorative e
tures, and  per-
haps do damage
by its close em
hriee, Ivwv s
aleo upon the
houwe itsell, and
upan thesplendud
old  hun, bt
nowhere to the
detriment ol the
architecture, and
olten in Iriendlv
neighbourhood to
other  evergreen
climbers  which
have good
tootage ther
The level es
panse ol lawn on
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72



Wolveton Gatehouse History Album

the south side is the frontage o an exquisite picture, and the
grouping with the green swroundings is most delightiul.  On
the north side was o littde cloister leading o what was the
chapel, but it was pulled down some time smee. Yet the old
chapel garden is there to delight, and is the fiirest retreal we
could wish for an evening in summer. Or we may linger, if we
will, on the low terrace by the house, where rhododendrons are
in wlovious miasses, with aromatic azaleas, and o multitude of
sweet and beanntul blossoms,  The feathery folinge overhead
gives shide enough, but the skillul gardener has apportioned all
things well, not jeopardisimg his Howers for the sake of his trees,
nor stinting the masses of green, which give character and
harmony to the whele.  The pleasure grounds cover about
Jourteen acres, and constitute a readm of beauty, where man E\I.l(i
Niture may commune in one of the fairest spots in beautiful

THINGS 4BOUT 0L

had ridden over, ** that
prool is that you get

L TIHINK,” said the Countess, who
manage  wonderfully. The
i ¢ bdod’e”

VO

N e

wad my C
b honsehold @ but they have.

o But then, this is such a smali place,” I replied, comfortingly.
“Of course it is much easier. We have actually only room
for sin people at a time, whercas you—-—-"

“exaetlv, 1 have room for about twenty 5 but as we are
Lo poar Lo !I’IL\‘(! twenty, or (oo l:lzy to want lwenty, [ am no
Letter ol She smacked her habit once or twice, and looked

AS Wodid Lol Wota cal

Copyrignt

WOLFETON ;

THE

SPANISH  CHINNEY-PIECE,

Daorsetshive. Tt is 4 county made fmous by the novels of
Thomas Hardy, many of whose Wessex scenes are lound hetes
about.  There is vatiety in it, and a subtle charm wherever
we go. Traverse it from north to south and you wib admire
its contrasts and variety.  From the land of rich meadows wd
farms embowered amud gardens and wouods, where nny pro-
ductive dairies are, you reach the chalk hills and downs which
Jie hetween that radiant country and the sea, and when, lrom
ancient  Dorchester, you have climbed the b s, whit @
prospect is there, lor before vou lie the broad eapunse of
Weymouth Bay, the lolty bulk of Portland Bill, and the wide
western sea, It is in a hollow in the hills traversed by the
River Frome that Wolleton stands, and certainly in atsell and
its surroundings it is one of the most chanming anmony the
many charming houscs of the West Country.

"R NEIGHBOURHOOD.

troubied.
things that ever
be left undone,”

I an always sotry for the Countesse s Pl only
aet done with us are the things that had hetia
<he went on. 1 came round by the bBrichbeld

wow b ohad fovgotten e beev, ad o

the weanloo

N

use witen b obave Rogers Roget as e aion, s v e
lews, and can’t jump a beelive t bat be koew that ap, and iked
to think he was fencing, poor old dear. As it wis, | b o o
back and come all the way round by the marl-p:ts and down
Cleastor Old Lane. It took another half-hour. Al that tme
I was thinking about Ryman.”

“You are not really thinking of parting with her 27

Mrs. Ryman is the housekeeper at the Court.

“loam always  thinking  about
parting with her,” said the Countess,
despondently. ¢ Semetimes | wake up
to (ind there had been nothing else in
my mind for about ten diays except
Ryman and parting with her.”

I couldn't help smiling, though,
after all, it is not kind o snnle
people’s difliculties ; the Countess's old
servants are her  leading  difficulty.
Esmeralda has wo sympathy in the
matter ; she thinks that il people want
very much to do a thing they do o,
but I know that that isn’t true of alt
temperaments. Lsmeralda further says
the Countess's fulsser aller is cither
allectation, or it is preposterous.  She
can’t understand the predicament ol a
woman who sits and longs for the
moment at which the butler will come
and say he has decided o take @
public-house—so that she can hive
new  butler ; the  head-gardener
remark that thitty years of it is a round
term, and he thinks of retiving to look
alter s property e the town —so that
she can have a new head-gardener, ana
so on. | can. | can sympathise, o,
I you are born tired and eusy-going
and lazy—or if somehow people round
you have agree.l to think you wre these
things —it is very diflicult indeed 1o
brace up and dismiss a lot ol people
who have alwivs been round you, and
who, quite unconsciously, we naking
your life « hurden,

1 shali never forget our poor neigh.
bour’s almost wirlish  excitement last
August,when her maid Paston, who I
ol course started a bicyele, broke her
leg in two places, poor soul, and could
be honourably retired to the care of a
sister who was a milliner at Bath, It
wis positively touching,

My deir child,” she said o me.
with a sudden geip ol Loth Trasds on my
arm, T vou ‘\IIH})]_\' won't know IJ:.\
hadr ! And it has been much looser
over her cars e much less heavily
netted down as 1o her Iringe ever since
the new woman ciune.

She even discussed in o whisper
whether Mrs. Ryman could be mduced
to take to bieyeling, and then hushed
hersell into silence like a naughty child.

ar
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xs weire betler with them this sommer, lor they let the
place dor three months, and it w ghtfully clean and tidy
them when they got back,  The tenants had brought an
excellent sl and everything was in beautiful order,

“But then T hate having Lo go away all the sunmmer just in
order to have my own house made as 1 like il No, the more |
think of it the more 1 see that | am sacrific ing the best years of
my Tile to Byman : she ﬂmply must go,”

“WWhy not tell her so 2™ enquired Fsmeralda, who was in
the room that day when the Countess came in, and had remained.,

TP P was the only reply, with a vague eyve, ¢ Tell her
o o1 don't for a moment think she would go!  Andthen
Wynne savs™ (Wynne is  her equally lazy, good-natured
hushand) “that one must consider her past services. Having
heen his nurse and his mother's maid belore that, and having
kept his poor epileptic brother alive much longer than he need
have been kept alive—which meant keeping Wynne out of the
place for years, dont’t vou know—one can't do anything harsh,”

“ ut a pension ? 7

“Yes, of course; but she doesn't want a pension. She wants
o stay and manage the house all wrong for another lifteen years,
Sometimes we have wondered if it would not be betier mof 1o le
the Charles Street house, and put her in there and Just keep it
open and go up for aovery few weeks in the Season-—all the time
that Wynne can be indueed to leave the Court for:
ainst that vou have o sel the fact of the realiy delightful
eathing spell we have at Cummins's Hotel in Dover Street,

s de

Copyngnt THE CHAPEL GARDE

AT

where they know us so well and where [ like the rooms, and
1L is such i rest to be, with only the three servants.”

The Counte flushes with a sort of 1 pture as she reealls
this almost Bohemian experience of her Mavs and Junes, and
I ean quite appreciate the fun she gets ont of 11, ’

“You know we had the most tremendous excitement the
Christmas before last because it caume Lo me through aston that

Turner had ally screwed up his courage o ; Ryman tn
marry him” (Turner is head-sardener at the Court.) *She must
be sixty at least, and he is only a year or two younger, They

have despired each other cordially for ye but it
possible that that was their method of cloaking a
regard. Then, you see, they would bath have gone,
have meant a new era for us— almost like inheriting over again.
I can’t tell you how eager we were, Wynne hung about
mthe chrysanthemum  house, throwing a word or two
to Turner now and then, and trying to give him an
apening to say something. 1 almost made up my mind to
lead up 1o an avowal from Ryman. The world seemed
fnil of possilulities for both of us, and we used to sit up in the
hilliard - room at mght planning out things. Wynne said, after the
marriage it would be better 1o shut up the Court for at | two
manths, and pretend it was going to he six, S0 as to have an
excuse to get rid of everybody almost, and we conld just have
kept the few we like (who are, 1 suppose, the ones we don't know
much) on boird wages in the usual way, or given them holidays
or something . . . bul of course it was too good Lo be true:

seemed
really soiid
and it would

WOLFETON

it fell through somehow,  Paston hinted that th dis-
appointed about each other's savings,  Ryman had Heen putting
intoa Duilding sociely recommended by her nephew, and bl
lost quite a lot of money, and then it enme out that Torner's
property in the town was not going to be wanted by the Railway
Company, for their new goods station extension, which
have meant around sam: and ey quarrelled, T beligne, quite
latally !

I think 1 broke down and roared with I o
Wils S0 comic.,

werne

wonled

hter : ner dolour

s all very well for you, Ermyngarde, who have none of
these restrictions to cope with, I o want to get vid of all your
copper cooking thi and have nice French pots, you can do
itz there is no Ryman to work upon your cook and incite her o
violenee.  If you want to abolish that rvidieulous survival of a
Imen-maid who sits and darns things that one doesn’t want
darned - —your hands are free, Why, pray, should | have 1o keep
a woman, at five-and-twenty pounds of wages and forty pounds of
‘keep' 1o darn house linen, when | could replace the wear and
tear every year for a twenty-pound note and spend the forty-five
saved on something really uselul 2 Such a ridieulous fad of
Engelish life, that linen-maid-—so unreasonalile and stupid ;. but
one can do nothing, absolutely nothing. that one wants 1o do! |
heard of i most excellent chef who wanted —who acty Uy wanted
to live in the country : but 1 knew it was no use b nning with
the man—he would never have stood Ryman.”

Why can't you tell her that you want to see her in a home
af her own, and ofler 19 furnish
it for her —and then with the
pension *

“That is wel practical, my
dear.  Tdid once hegin (o say
something  about  a milder
climite—it was lwo vears ago
when she was threatened with
dropsy and bad to have a
wheel-chair to go down the
corridors. . . Not the le
use.  She threw the epileptic
brother at me, as | knew she
would, and of course 1 did the
only thing possible and let it

sl

all go.

“Well, then, what abom
subsidising Turner 2 Couldn’t
you do that?  Couldn't
}'I’”

w s

uy her a hoardin
at Bouwrnemaonth,” I
Esmeralda, “or a Nursing
Flome ;. that was what At
Pleydell did with one of he
people—you  remember,
larmyngs P 1 forget which

house
in

e?
it was, but 1 know she bought
her one or other, and it only
meant about a thousand down,
which she thought excee lingly
reasomable, considering,”

* Some kind of a reform i
wanted in connection w
sulject,” the Countes
the sudden air of a re

HOUSE,

"COUNTRY LIFE,"

msilile
legislator, « One ought not to have to be heartless, or to he con.

sidered heartless out it: one ought not to sulunit to 4 svstem
which has such coils and toils, Asitis, there is nothine bt o wait
for somelady to die in cases like these. A over Eneld there
are miserable people like mysell and Wynne keeping up eatab.
hisliments for persons like Tarner, and Byman, and  ount
(Blhunt is the hatler major-domo person who s also a Lo,
though not fuite so sharp a one),  Something s flm:l.nm-n!:llly
wrong about i, Bty as | say, nothing but death relieves i,
Somebody has w die, and as we are the most worried (foor,
alter all, they are ]n:rfu:'lly happy 1) it will no doulut be ns,™

Alter which lugubrious pronouncement she called for her
horse, and rode sadly home,

A PLOUGHING MATCH.

LOUGHING is pechaps the maest picturesque work on the Jand that
we have left.  There is something so full of the earth. so touched
with the paetry of the soil, in the patient bend of the horses,
in the stride of the ploughman afier the plengh, in the gleam of the
up-turned furrow.  On the street of the town the ploughman is na
gracelul figure, but in the fields, guiding the plongh
hands and ing his ** heck, heek ™ to the horses, he seews al one with the
carth and the grey sky, with the seagull and crow that hover over him ; and no
Greek yowh throwing the dise, or pladiator in his poised propartionae grace,

with his twa

has wmore of that inner leswy  of things that is 1onched with the waene
weltichmers than bas the pl ghman guiding his plough.  Not for the Brace
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THE HOME OF COUNTESS
ZAMOYSKA

By ARTHUR OSWALD

The gatehouse and the south range are the

surviving portions of the old seat of the Trench-

ards, formerly a courtyerd building, which was

among the finest Tudor houses in Dorset. The

gatehouse, dated 1534, was built by Sir Thomas

Trenchard, who was alse responsible Jor the
east end of the south range.

“AN ivied manor house, flanked by
A battlemented towers and more than

usually distinguished by the size of
its many mullioned windows" is Thomas
Hardy’s description of Wolfeton in A4 Group
of Noble Dames. In recent years the ivy has
been cleared away, to the manifest advantage
of the stonework, and the great mullioned
windows, which more faithfully than the
battlemented towers declare the former glory
of the place, now have to relieve them a fine
magnolia and some discreet climbers that
appreciate a south wall.  This front of silvery
stone, over which the sunlight seems to play
so lightly, is an evocative survival of Tudor
Dorset and its great families, among which
few stood higher than the Trenchards of
Wolfeton. Hardy, with one of those slight
mutations which amused him, made them
“the Drenghards or Drenkhards . . . whose
name, according to the local chronicles, was
interpreted to mean Strenuus Miles vel
Potator, though certain members of the
family were averse to the latter signification,
and a ducl was fought by one of them on that
account.”

Wolfeton is not much more than a mile
north-west of Dorchester, standing on the
right-hand side of the road to Cerne Abbas
and Sherborne and close to the point where
the Maiden Newton road forks left to con-
tinue up the Frome Valley. The village of
Charminster lies a little to the north, Between

nr’é&?i'

2.—THE SOUTH FRONT, SHOWING SIR GEORGE TRENCHARD'S BUILDIN

HOUSE, DORSET—I

g - ——

YT

1.—THE GATEHOUSE, WITH ITS TWO DRUM TOWERS, FROM THE EAST

the house and the high rond comes the Cerne
on its way to join the Frome, and at this
point, where the tributary meets the parent
river, the valley widens and for some distance
they flow in two channels through the green
water meadows to Dorchester and beyond.
No doubt, use was once made of the water to
protect Wolleton with a moat. The name
(Wull's settlement) denotes a Saxon origin,
but if the manor was originally independent
it came to be regarded as subordinate to the
prebend of Charminster, that “golden pre-
bend” of the dean and chapter of Salisbury,
as it was commonly called. In 1495, when
inquisition was made on the death of Sir John
Trenchard, it was found that he held Wolfe-
ton of the prebendary of Charminster by rent
of a red rose at midsummer and suit of court
twice a year,

It was through Sir John Trenchard's

THE LEFT WITH ITS GREAT MULLIONED WINDOWS

G (circa 1600) ON

mother, Christian, that Wolfeton came to
him. 1In the 14th century it had belonged to
the Jurdains, John Jurdain added to his
patrimony by marrying one of the co-
heiresses of Walter Chantmarle of Chantmarle
(died 1422), but lelt no son, and his daughter
brought the manor to her husband John
Mohun, whose daughter and heir, Christian,
married Henry Trenchard of Hordle, near
Lymington. John Mohun outlived his son-in-
law and died in 1480. His family is com-
memoratcd in the name of Hammoon, near
Sturminster Newton, where there is a little
manor house with a thatched roof of much
charm. The Trenchards had for long held
lands in Hampshire on both sides of the
Solent. Besides their manor at Hordle, they
possessed an estate at Shalfleet, in the Isle
of Wight, which their ancestor, Payne
Trenchard, held as early as Henry I's reign.
John Trenchard, following his
mother’s inheritance, settled
in Dorset, and in 1483, in the
general act of attainder passed
by Richard ITI, was described
as “late of Charminster.”
Asa Lancastrian he was restored
to his estates by Henry VII.
His will shows that they were
extensive and were not confined
to Dorset and Hampshire but
also extended into Wiltshire
and Devon. Tt also shows that
he went in for sheep farming on
a large scale.

His son and successor,
Thomas, who was a boy of
sixteen when his father ‘died,
lived until 1550, and for half a
century was one of the great
men of Dorset. Knighted by
Henry VII, he was Sheriff of
the county at least twice, and
for many years a Commissioner
of the Peace. The most famous
event associated with Wol eton
took placein histime. In January,
1506, the Archduke Philip of
Austria and his wi‘e, the mad
Joanna, daughter of Ferdinand
and Isabella of Castile, were
caught in a storm in the
Channcl when on their way
from the Netherlands to claim
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30 WOLFETON IN 1774 FROM THE ENGRAVING IN THI FIRST EDITION OF IHUTCHINS'S HISTORY OF DORSET
the throne ol Castile in consequence of
Isithelli's death. Their ship and two others
maged to put inat Portland after nearly
being wrecked. ‘There they were met by Sir
Thomas Trenchard, who took the roval pruir
te s house, nein Dorchester, where they
were: entertiained until instructions arrived
fram the Ring. This was the oecasion when,
~o the story goes, Sir Thomas sent for vouny
Johin Russell ol Berwick, near Bridport, whao
had teavelled abroad, 1o help him out with
the Lnguage difficulty, Russell nde himsell
soc el it when Philip and Joanna
were anvited o Windsor he went with
them o, attractmyg the Twvourable notice
ol the King, wis soon afterwards made
i Gentlenian of the Prive Claonber. Thus
were Taid the foundations not only of his
own suceesstul caoeer, but of all the sub-
sequent  fortunes  of  the ducal house of
Bedford.

Henrv VT e actuadly helped 1o
lee the expedition of Philipand Joanm,
Nevertheless,  their appearanee ciused o
considerable conmotion,  as one can tell
from entries e the Household Accounts
(Lhe  Wing's  Book of  Pavmends,  1505-
15090 Inoahe week of Janury 22 e

expenses wlhieh the unexpected  visit en-
tuled began with a0 pavinent of 105, 1o
«oman that brought the King Worde
ol the Landing of straungers in ve West
Contre.”  One whoo “brought the Ning
ehings rome Wivimowth ™ received 3s. in
tewardand Ga, SdL wies paid o one Bewell,”
vear ol the Crown, Tor hringing of letters
It the abbots of Milton amd Cerne and
Irom “other kimghts & gentelmen in Dorset-
shire,” including  (no doubt) Sir Thomas
Trenchard. To keep the King fully informed
T posts”T were set at intervals on the route
between Southampton and London. Tt is ay
King and Queen of Castile that the reflugees
tigure in the accounts and it is clear that they
were treated right rovadlyv, The clerk and
veonan of the palfrevs were dispatehed with
26 horses and hacknevs for the “eonveyvinee”
ol the Queen. Meanwhile, William Kingston
had been sent to Philip with “mewles &
lobers™ e procession came by way of
Mton aond Farnhane Mer arrivid i Windsor
“the King ol Castell ™ was instilled o Nzl

o the G ter Phe visit ol e royvad . : RV, e
strangers Listed about two months, They 1. ENRICHED EARLY T'UDOR WINDOWS AND A CARDEROBE TL REET ON
were conveved down o Falmonth, where THE SOUTH FRONT
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they embarked in ships of their
re-united fleet,

There used to be preserved
at Wolfeton two portrait medal-
lions of Philip and Joanna and a
bowl of Chinese porcelain,
possibly  the carliest to have
reached England, which by old
tradition were  presents  made
to Sir Thomas Trenchard by
his  roval guests. These have
passed as heirlooms to the Lane
family of Poxwell and Bloxworth,
the present representatives of
the Dorset Trenchards.  On his
death in 1550 Sir Thomas was
succeeded by his grandson, also
a Thomas, who, however, sur-
vivedhim by only seven yearsand
left as his heir a boy who had
an cven longer reign than that
of his great-grandfather. This
Sir George Trenchard, as he
became, was Governor of Sand-
isfoot Castle. At the time of the
threat of the Armada a Spanish
ship called the San Salvador was
brought into Portlandand George
Trenchard (not yet a knight) was
one of the two commissioners
ordered to make an inventory of
her ordnance and stores.  Like
Sir Thomas before him, he
had the honour and expense of entertain-
ing foreign royalty when, in 1580, the
Prince of Condé landed at Weymouth.
He lived until 1630, surviving his eldest
S0,

Sir Thomas and his great-grandson, Sir
George, were between them responsible for
the ancient parts of the house that remain,
with the exception, perhaps, of the two round
towers of the gatchouse (IFig. 1), An engraving
reproduced by Hutchins, the county historian,

6.—THE WEST SIDE OF THE GATEHOUSE. THE TOWER AND
LINKING WALL WERF BUILT TN THE 1860«

5.—THE GATEIIOUSE FROM THE
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NORTH-EAST AND THE NORTIH SIDE

OF THE

HOUSLE,

There is an inseription with the date 1534 on the chimney-hreast

shows the appearance of the house in 1774 as
viewed from the south-cast (Fig. 3); and in
the later editions of the History there
is an account of the interior with a description
of the heraldic glass in the various rooms
before its removal. In 1798 the glass was
taken to the Trenchards’ house at Lytchett
Matravers, but it was so badly packed that
most of it got smashed, At that time much
of the back part of the house was demolished,
and in 1822 the south range was curtailed by
the removal of the
castern portion con-
taining the hall. The
Trenchards  had by
then sold Wolfeton to
James Henning, from
whom the house with
the demesne wis pur-
chased in 1862 by
Mr. W. H. . Weston,
He pro