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BASIC DETAILS 
 

Designed by:     Captain William Jervois, R.E. 
 
Built:       1853–1855 
 
Original construction by: Jackson & Bean, Eltham 

Park,Kent 
 
Acquired by the Landmark Trust from Ralph and Christine 

Duplain: 1966 
 
Restoration by:     Arthur Markell and colleagues 
  
Architect for the restoration:  Philip Jebb 
 
Refurbished and repaired:    1999 
 
Consultant building surveyor 
For the repairs:     Richard Glover 
 
Contractor:     Tony Bohan 
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Summary  
 
Fort Clonque was built between the years 1853 and 1855, at the height of the 
war scare that followed the rise of French naval power, and the accompanying 
enlargement and fortification of the French port of Cherbourg – relatively 
speaking, a stone’s throw from the Channel Islands. Part of the British 
Government’s response to this perceived threat was the construction on 
Alderney of the great harbour works and the circle of coastal forts around the 
island. 
 
The design of all these works was placed in the hands of a rising young star of 
the Royal Engineers, Captain William Jervois. A man of great physical energy 
and considerable resourcefulness (he went on to a distinguished career as 
Governor-General successively of the Straits Settlements, South Australia and 
New Zealand), he was able to work on a massive scale, using vast quantities of 
the local granite, and at the same time devoted great attention to detail. Fort 
Clonque, when complete, housed 55 men with two officers, in charge of a 
battery of ten guns. 
 
Within a few years of its completion, however, the island fortifications were 
rendered collectively obsolete by the coming of the steam-powered ‘ironclads’. 
The superior speed and range of these warships meant that they could in an 
emergency reach the ports on the south coast of England, and no longer needed 
the shelter and defence offered by Alderney. Only a little more than twenty 
years after their completion the army lost all interest in the island. The harbour 
was never finished, and the forts were disarmed. By the turn of the century Fort 
Clonque had become a private residence, and began quietly to deteriorate. 
 
For most of World War II, the German forces occupied Alderney, and naturally 
took over the forts. Fort Clonque was equipped with machine-gun posts and a 
massive bunker, though it does not seem to have been engaged in military 
activity. At the end of the war the buildings were left derelict and ruinous, and 
their owners (Mr. and Mrs. Duplain) laboured over the herculean task of repairing 
them. But the task was more than they could cope with. In 1966 the newly 
formed Landmark Trust purchased the fort, and the years of restoration began. 
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Sketches drawn by a soldier billeted at Fort Tourgis in 1883 
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Background history 

Clonque Rock lies off the north-west coast of Alderney. The name derives from 

the French calanque, meaning a rocky islet: on maps of the eighteenth and early 

nineteenth century the rock as marked as ‘Clanque Rock’. However, on a chart 

drawn up in 1837 under the supervision of Lieutenant-Colonel Ward showing the 

initial plans for the fortifications of the island the name appears as ‘Clonque 

Rock’, and this name persisted from that time onwards. One may speculate 

whether the change in the mid-nineteenth century came about because 

‘Clonque’ was easier for English speakers to say, or because someone 

accidentally misread the ‘a’ as an ‘o’. 

 

The strategic value of the Channel Islands had been recognised as early as the 

reign of Henry VIII. Although for many years the islands were regarded as neutral 

territory in any dispute between Britain and France, attacks by pirates on Sark 

and on passing shipping led to the beginnings of the first fortifications on 

Alderney in 1546. Within a few years, however, these buildings were abandoned 

and the garrison withdrawn. 

 

1739 saw the first application for ‘cannon and for platforms to be erected in 

proper places for the cannon for the defence of Alderney, in the same manner as 

has been provided and erected in Jersey and Guernsey’. In 1745, however, 

Lieutenant H. King, RE, overseer of works at Jersey and Guernsey, reported that 

‘there is not one platform either of plank or stone on the whole island, but ... the  

inhabitants say, that if they are certain that guns would be granted for their 

security, they would make batteries to mount them on. They want seventeen 9-

pounders. ... If to be sent, Engineer should report as to the efficiency of the 

platforms and storehouse to receive them before being sent.’ In 1778, the King 

ordered the following to be sent to Alderney: four 18-pounders with standing, 

two light 6-pounders brass fixed pieces and stores and a small powder cart.’ 

Nevertheless Clonque, or Clanque, Rock was itself an undefended position until 

the nineteenth century. 
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In 1801 a small open battery and barracks were constructed at the landward end 

of Clonque Rock, to protect the western approaches to Clonque Bay from 

possible attack by the French. This was part of an explosion of fortification 

construction, stimulated by the threat to Britain posed first by the French 

Revolution and later by Napoleon. By the end of the Napoleonic struggles in 

1815, coastal forts had been built all round the coasts of Alderney and the other 

Channel Islands; around the coastline of Guernsey alone there were upwards of 

sixty armed batteries. Most of these were, however, abandoned soon after the 

ending of hostilities. In 1824 the single Master Gunner at Alderney, one George 

Anderson, was responsible also for the batteries at Sark and Fort George 

(Guernsey), with the support of two ‘invalid’ gunners. 

 

In 1842 the British Government again became concerned at the rise in French 

naval power, and particular the impending completion of the major port and 

arsenal at Cherbourg – within sight of the Channel Islands. They proposed to 

create sheltered anchorages for the Admiralty at St. Catherine’s in Jersey and at 

Braye in Alderney. (Construction of a third harbour planned at Terres Point in 

Guernsey was never started.) Work began at both islands in 1847, with the 

strong support of Sir John Fox Burgoyne, the Inspector-General of Fortifications, 

and the Duke of Wellington. The Jersey project was abandoned before 

completion, however, since from the military point of view Alderney had now 

become the most important of the Channel Islands, and its defences 

consequently received most attention. 

 

The British Government was now anxious about a new perceived threat in the 

form of the expansionist foreign policies of the Emperor Napoleon III of France. 

Nephew of Napoleon I, he was elected President of the French Republic after the 

1848 Revolution and established himself as absolute ruler three years later. As 

soon as he announced the Second Empire in 1852, the British began to keep a 

wary eye on this possibly dangerous neighbour. As long as his foreign policies 

were allied to British interests (for example, during the Crimean War) they were  
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not seen as a serious threat, but it took very little to whip up a war scare. A 

worried Lord Palmerston, then Foreign Secretary, pointed out to the Cabinet that 

France could, by means of manoeuvres, make herself Britain’s naval superior in 

the English Channel for perhaps just ten days or a fortnight, long enough to 

allow her to sufficient land forces from her enormous armies on the Channel 

coast to destroy dockyards and paralyse British naval resources for years to 

come. He proposed, among other measures, the fortification of British dockyards 

on both the seaward and landward sides, and the provision of great harbours as 

stations for the fleet. 

 

Part of this plan embodied the urgent necessity of constructing defences for the 

Channel Islands in general and Alderney – the key to the group – in particular. In 

1852 a company of Royal Sappers and Miners, under the command of Captain 

William Jervois (see below), was commissioned to survey the sites and prepare 

the design for a chain of eighteen forts and batteries. (The company included a 

young officer named Lieutenant George Gordon, later to become better known 

as General Gordon of Khartoum.) 

 

These defences were all completed within the space of eight years, although 

work on the western breakwater of the harbour continued for some twenty-five 

years before it was abandoned. 

 

Clonque Rock was selected as the site for a battery of guns to protect Hannaine 

and Clonque Bays and the entrance to the passage through the Swinge, 

supported by the batteries of the much larger Fort Tourgis to the east (which 

had 20 guns and nearly a hundred men). The site was a difficult one, comprising 

two prominent high outcrops and an outlying rock joined formerly by a natural 

arch. Jervois prepared several alternative designs before approval and permission 

to proceed were finally given in early 1853. 
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Thomas Jackson (left) and Alfred Bean (1824-1890) 
were the contractors for Alderney’s harbour and the 

Victorian fortifications including Fort Clonque. 

The old causeway, before it was covered with concrete 
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A plan of Fort Clonque dating from the 1850s, showing some of the original 
uses of the buildings. Some changes have inevitably taken place, but most of 

the layout is still easily recognisable. The biggest differences lie in the 
replacement of the Soldiers’ Room by the German bunker, and in the collapse 
more than 30 years ago of the natural arch that formed part of the path that 

led from Battery no. 2 to Battery no. 3 (known from its shape as the  
‘Frying Pan Battery’) 
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The fort was built of massive blocks of locally quarried granite by the contractor 

for the harbour breakwater, Jackson & Bean of Eltham Park, Kent. It was 

designed to mount ten guns in four batteries, and to have a complement of two 

officers and 55 men. (The original battery was designed to hold only 16, or in 

emergency ‘24 by placing Bedsteads close together’.) Nine of the guns 

surmounted the elevated rock platforms and fired over the masonry parapets (‘en 

barbette’), while the tenth fired through an embrasure on the north-east face. A 

dry ditch protected the north-east face, with a drawbridge giving access to the 

entrance, the approach to which was flanked at opposite ends respectively by 

the projecting loopholed guardroom and the caponier that contained the officers’ 

kitchen, both of which were built to be bombproof. 

 

The original armament of the fort consisted of seven 68-pounder, two 32-

pounder and one 8-inch smooth-bore, muzzle-loading guns on sliding, traversing 

carriages; the pivots and racer rails for these can still be seen in the batteries. 

The barrel presently on display at the north-east flank battery is a 68-pounder of 

95 cwt, cast by Ward & Co. in 1858. The two principal magazines were in 

elevated locations adjoining Batteries no.1 and no.2, with a capacity of 100 

rounds per gun, while the enclosed arched recesses adjacent to the gun 

positions acted as expense magazines.  

 

The barrack accommodation was sited at the lower levels to take advantage of 

the natural protection afforded by the surrounding rocks. The main barrack 

block, which was partially demolished during the Second World War (see below), 

contained the soldiers’ accommodation; below this were underground cisterns 

that could store 10,172 gallons of water. The officers were housed in a 

detached barrack, which was originally separated from the caponier. Work on 

the fort was completed in 1855, at a total cost of £9,699 as compared with 

Jervois’ initial estimate of £5,000. 
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The original layout of the soldiers’ accommodation in 1854 
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The military importance of the Channel Islands was abruptly transformed with 

the arrival of the steam-powered armoured ‘ironclad’ ships. These were fast, 

manoeuvrable, heavily armed and far more able to withstand enemy fire than any 

wooden ship could be, indeed almost impregnable. The French launched the 

revolutionary La Gloire in 1858 and the English retaliated by immediately starting 

work on their own ironclad Warrior. But the harbours of the Channel Islands 

were too small to hold a fleet of steamships; moreover, steam-powered ships 

had a speed that effectively brought the harbours of the English south coast 

within far easier reach of Channel waters. All at once, the fortifications of 

Alderney lost much of their naval and military importance.  

 

Moreover, the 15 forts (one unarmed) that stood around the Alderney coast in 

1884, all with barracks plus the ‘defensible barracks’ on Essex Hill, and carrying 

a total armament of 222 guns, were all exposed to fire from the sea. The 

magazines were all apparently unsafe, and ‘there is so much exposed masonry in 

most of the works that they would be difficult to fight, even if their armament 

were not obsolete’. The forts had cost £262,000 to build and the necessary 

remodelling had been estimated (by Jervois in 1871) to cost £75,000. ‘Since 

there is now nothing to defend at Alderney, it may probably be taken for granted 

that no such sum will ever be spent’. Therefore it was proposed that the defence 

of the island should be concentrated in Fort Albert, the other forts being 

disarmed, and that the remaining works should then be dismantled and rendered 

indefensible. The sites could then be sold, ‘and the conditions of sale might 

include demolition’ (perhaps easier said than done). 

 

The harbour works were abandoned in 1872, and the outer section of the great 

western breakwater was left to collapse. The defences of the Victorian forts, 

having ceased to serve their intended purpose, were run down. By 1886 the 

number of smooth-bore guns had been reduced, and only one 68-pounder and 

one 8-inch remained at Fort Clonque, though they were now supplemented by 

four of the 64-pounder 8-inch rifled muzzle-loading guns. By 1890, the fort had 
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been disarmed, its guns never having been fired in anger, and by 1900 it was 

being used as a private residence. The British Navy used Braye Harbour for 

annual manoeuvres only twice, in 1890 and 1901. Fort Albert alone was kept in 

active service: it received new armament in the early 1900s and remained in use 

until the Royal Alderney Artillery Militia was disbanded in 1929. The last British 

garrison force was withdrawn in the following year.  

 

During the years between the wars the War Office sold off most of the smaller 

Victorian works on the island. In 1930 Mr. Ralph Duplain, an island 

businessman, was interested in buying the fort on Raz Island, where the fishing 

was exceptionally good, but found the asking price of £40 higher than he was 

willing to pay. Soon after, Fort Clonque was offered for sale at auction: he 

attended the sale, and bought the fort for £27 sterling. Family tradition has it 

that this was more than he had intended to pay, but an unknown lady had run 

up the bidding to an unexpectedly high figure. Only when the sale was over did 

he establish acquaintance with the lady: a friendship developed and prospered, 

and subsequently the couple were married. 

 

This was not to be the end of the fort’s military life, however. During the 

German occupation during the Second World War Hitler decreed that the 

Channel Islands, as part of the ‘Atlantic Wall’, were to become impregnable 

fortresses. Fort Clonque, in common with most of Alderney’s earlier defensive 

sites, was turned into a strongpoint, codenamed ‘Steinfeste’ (rock fortress). 

From 1942 onwards, the Organization Todt undertook a programme of intensive 

permanent fortification, using thousands of forced labourers to carry out the 

work. 

 

Fort Clonque was chosen as the position for the first of several important 

strongpoints intended to protect the most vulnerable parts of the island’s 

shoreline. The causeway was concreted to improve access, and a bunker 

(casemate) was constructed inside the fort to house a 10.5-cm (4-inch) coastal  
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defence gun; sadly, this required the partial demolition of the soldiers’ barracks 

and the infilling of the lower level of ancillary accommodation to the west. The 

walls and roof of this bunker were constructed in reinforced concrete two 

metres (6½ feet) thick, with the embrasure restricting the gun’s field of fire to 

90° (it now provides a magnificent sea view). Further modifications and 

additions to the Victorian works also provided close defence positions for light 

weapons in the event of an enemy assault. 

 

The German defences of Alderney were certainly tested on many occasions in 

anti-aircraft and naval engagements, but it is doubtful whether the artillery at 

Fort Clonque was ever fired other than for training purposes. The Channel 

Islands remained in German hands long after the invasion of Normandy, and 

were not liberated until 9 May 1945. With the closure of this chapter in 

Alderney’s eventful history, the fortification of Clonque Rock came to an end. 
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Extract from Defence Committee Report (1884): Return showing the 
Construction and Occupation of the Barracks of Great Britain, 
arranged according to Barracks 
 
 Station    Officers   N.C.Os and Men 

ALDERNEY 

 Tourgis Barracks  12     326 

 Clonque Rock     2      50 

 Gresnez     2       81 

 Doyles      1      21 

 Chateau l’Etoc    4     122 

 Old Corblets     4       48 

 Corblets Point     2      48 

 Quesnard     2       50 

 Houmet Herbe     1      45 

 Raz Island     2       62 

 Longy Lines     3       48 

 Old Clonque     -       16 

 Essex Hill     7     235 

 Fort Tournville  22     402 

 

 

 The Nunnery             5 + 34 Patients 
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Infantry regiments that formed the Alderney garrison 

 
This list is provisional. The source of information is in all cases the archives of 
the regiment concerned. 
 
Dates    Regiment no  Regimental name   Notes 
    (pre-1882)   (post-1882) 
7.1782–6.1783   18th   Royal Irish Regiment   J 
3.1804–11.1804 1st/57th  1st Bn Middlesex Regiment  2 
12.1804–1.1806  2nd/3rd  The Buffs (East Kent Regiment)  3 
1.1806–4.1807    2nd/18th  Royal Irish Regiment    
8.1806–4.1807    2nd/5th  Royal Northumberland Fusiliers  
11.1807–7.1810  2nd/67th  2nd Bn Hampshire Regiment  4 
8.1809–3.1810    2nd/44th  1st Bn Essex Regiment   
3.1810–5.1810    2nd/89th  2nd Bn Royal Irish Fusiliers 
5.1810–?     2nd/11th   Devonshire Regiment 
?.1811–?     2nd/63rd   1st Bn Gordon Highlanders  J,5 
? 
5.1812–9.1815    2nd/82nd  2nd Bn Prince of Wales South 
      Lancashire Regiment 
4.1815–2.1816    2nd/15th  East Yorkshire Regiment 
4.1816–7.1816    D/15th  Depot companies East Yorkshire 
      Regiment 
? 
8.1817–6.1819    13th   Somerset Light Infantry   G 
7.1819–10.1819   33rd   Duke of Wellington’s Regiment  G 
10.1819–3.1820   79th   Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders G 
? 
5.1823–3.1824    72nd  1st Bn Seaforth Highlanders   G 
 
From 1824 until 1852 there were no regular Army units on Alderney; throughout 
this period, however, there was always a Regimental Depot (Recruiting and 
Training Companies) in Guernsey, whose representatives doubtless visited 
Alderney. 
 
The Garrison revived again in 1852, when the 11th Field Company of the Royal 
Engineers arrived. On the forts being largely completed: 
 
8.1856–4.1857   72nd   1st Bn Seaforth Highlanders  G 
 
During the following two years there may have been detachments of the 73rd 
(2nd Bn Royal Highland Regiment, the Black Watch) and the 36th (Hereford) 
Regiment, later the 2nd n Worcestershire Regiment, but records are vague and 
conflicting. 
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4.1859–6.1860   1st/15th  East Yorkshire Regiment   J 
6.1860–5.1861   30th   1st Bn East Lancashire Regiment J,6 
5.1861–6.1862   55th   2nd Bn Border Regiment   J 
6.1862–2.1863   2nd/18th  Royal Irish Regiment   J 
2.1863–8.1864   61st   2nd Bn Gloucestershire Regiment 1 
8.1864–7.1865   2nd/1st  Royal Scots     1 
7.1865–7.1866   1st/6th   Royal Warwickshire Regiment  1 
7.1866–3.1867   69th   2nd Bn Welch Regiment   1,7 
3.1867–4.1868   66th   2nd Bn Berkshire Regiment  1 
4.1868–4.1869   43rd   1st Bn Oxfordshire Light Infantry 1,8 
4.1869–7.1870   2nd/17th  Leicestershire Regiment   1 
7.1870–5.1871   2nd/15th  East Yorkshire Regiment   1 
5.1871–7.1872   1st/22nd  Cheshire Regiment    1 
7.1872–8.1873   1st/9th   Norfolk Regiment    G 
7.1873–9.1873   84th   2nd Bn York and Lancaster Regiment 1 
9.1873–7.1874   1st/15th  East Yorkshire Regiment   G 
7.1874–6.1875   2nd/6th  Royal Warwickshire Regiment  G 
6.1875–6.1876   61st   2nd Bn Gloucester Regiment  G 
6.1876–5.1877   104th   2nd Bn Royal Munster Fusiliers  G,9 
5.1877–5.1878   75th   1st Bn Gordon Highlanders  G 
5.1878–4.1879   105th   2nd Bn King’s Own Yorkshire 
      Light Infantry          G,10 
9.1879–7.1880   107th   2nd Bn Royal Sussex Regiment        G,11 
7.1880–4.1881   87th   1st Bn Royal Irish Fusiliers  G 
 
In 1881 the Royal Alderney Artillery, part of the Channel Islands Militia, were 
reorganised as coast artillery, formed into garrison companies and allocated to 
the coast defences of their island which they were to man on mobilisation. 
 
4.1881–11.1882 1st/22nd  1st Bn Cheshire Regiment  1 
11.1882–9.1884    1st Bn Middlesex Regiment   G 
9.1884–12.1885   1st Bn Royal Irish Rifles    G 
12.1885–8.1887   2nd Bn Gordon Highlanders   G 
9.1887–4.1888   2nd Bn Border Regiment    G 
4.1888–2.1891   2nd Bn East Surrey Regiment   G 
2.1891–5.1893   2nd Bn King’s Own Yorkshire 
     Light Infantry     G 
5.1893–11.1895   2nd Bn Royal Fusiliers    G 
11.1895–5.1897   2nd Bn Somerset Light Infantry   G 
5.1897–9.1897   2nd Bn Northamptonshire Regiment        G,12 
9.1897–9.1899   2nd Bn Wiltshire Regiment   G 
9.1899–1.1900   1st Bn Worcestershire Regiment G  
1.1900–4.1901   3rd Bn Suffolk Regiment    G 
4.1901–7.1901   4th Bn Norfolk Regiment    G 
7.1901–12.1902   3rd Bn Lincolnshire Regiment         G,13 
12.1902–9.1904   2nd Bn Leicestershire Regiment   G 
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9.1904–10.1907   2nd Bn Manchester Regiment   G 
10.1907–10.1910   2nd Bn Middlesex Regiment   G 
10.1910–10.1913   2nd Bn Royal Irish Regiment   G 
10.1913–8.1914   2nd Bn Yorkshire Regiment 
     (Green Howards)     G 
 
During the 1914–1918 War there were usually infantry on Alderney. These were 
generally ‘Garrison’ battalions or the Royal Defence Corps, composed of low 
medical grade troops in whom the parent regiments were not much interested. 
An exception was the 4th Bn the North Staffordshire Regiment, who were in 
Alderney from August 1914 to September 1916, and who were an Officer 
Training Unit. 
 
After the war the infantry garrison does not appear to have been taken very 
seriously. Although there was nominally a battalion in Guernsey and Alderney, it 
was often represented in Alderney by one platoon only, the rest being elsewhere 
including undertaking strike duty in England and police duties in Ireland. The 
regiments concerned, with the dates of their first arrival, were as follows: 
 
11.1919    2nd Bn Loyals (North Lancashire) Regiment 
2.1922     1st Bn Manchester Regiment 
10.1924    2nd Bn Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry 
11.1927    2nd Bn Queen’s Own Royal West Kent  
     Regiment 
11.1936    2nd Bn Sherwood Foresters 
11.1938    1st Bn Royal Irish Fusiliers 
 
 
Notes 
 
J  Battalion HQ was in Jersey. Usually about one-third of the strength  
  was in Alderney. 
G Battalion HQ was in Guernsey, with about half the strength in 

Alderney. 
1  Battalion HQ was in Jersey, with detachments in Guernsey and  
  Alderney. 
2 Three companies were in Alderney. The remainder of the battalion 

was ‘in the Channel Islands’. 
3  It is possible that the 2nd/3rd were in Alderney until January 1807. 
4  Depot companies remained until August. 
5  There is no proof that a detachment of Gordons were in Alderney at  
  this time but it is probable that they were. 
6  At this time called the 30th Cambridgeshire Regiment. 
7  Then called the 69th South Lincolnshire Regiment. 
8  Then called the 43rd Monmouthshire Light Infantry. 
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9  Then called the 104th Bengal Fusiliers. They were a regiment of  
 British troops raised by the East India Company and taken into the  
 British Army after the Indian Mutiny. 

10  As above. The 105th (Madras Light Infantry) became a British Army 
  regiment in 1861. 
11  As above. This had been the 107th Bengal Fusiliers. 
12 After the Somerset Light Infantry left, there is a four-month gap in 

the records. It is probable that a company of the 2nd 
Northamptonshire Regiment came up from Jersey, but no record of 
this has been found. 

13  This is in part assumed. Regimental records are not precise. 
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Fort Clonque at the time of the Duplains 
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The Duplain family at Fort Clonque 

 

Ralph and Christine Duplain bought Fort Clonque primarily for leisure use – a 

place to go fishing and picnicking at weekends, perhaps with a view to camping 

out there in summer. The buildings were ruinous and derelict, and an immense 

amount of work was required before they could be used in any way. Ralph 

worked on their repair and restoration every weekend, year in, year out, always 

walking from the town by the steep route through Sleepy Valley (opposite the 

fort) in order to save twenty minutes on the walk. The rest of the family 

followed in the afternoon, bringing picnic supplies. The Sunday tea-parties for 

anything up to 14 guests from the town were a regular event at the fort, and 

many of the guests volunteered to help in the reconstruction. There was even a 

never-to-be-forgotten fancy dress party. 

 

After much labour the buildings were sufficiently restored to allow the family to 

stay overnight, and in due course the Duplains were able to let them out as 

holiday flats. 

 

With the coming of the war, the people of Alderney left the island, and when 

they returned in December 1945 it must have been with apprehension. In Fort 

Clonque at least there had been much change, and little of it was for the good. 

Machine gun posts had sprouted all over the rock – for example, there was one 

at the high point of the battlements, close to the flagstaff, where a grassed-over  

area indicates the presence of the modern water tanks – and much of the fine 

Victorian stonework had been obliterated by concrete structures. 
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The German bunker that replaced part of the Soldiers’ Quarters 
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There were a few benefits. For example, the Germans had wired the buildings 

for electricity and had connected it to the island telephone system; the remains 

of the last telegraph pole can still be seen at the landward end of the causeway. 

A crude but effective hoist had been built for the purposes of transferring loads 

from sea-level to the fort. It consisted of a sturdy X-shaped wooden framework 

(shearlegs) firmly anchored into the ground near the fort together with a similar 

framework planted on a rock some distance out from the water’s edge, with a 

pulley line running between the two. This provided a useful way of lifting the 

Duplains’ dinghy out of the waves to safety in rough weather. Occasionally Mr. 

Duplain travelled up and down in the dinghy, but fortunately was not doing so 

on the day the rope finally snapped. It was never replaced. 

 

Soon after the war builders from the Ministry of Defence were sent to the island. 

They rebuilt the wall between ‘Soldiers’ and the bunker, which had been 

knocked down, and put two windows in it. The Duplains carried out considerable 

further repairs to the buildings and divided them into five units. They did all the  

bookings, decorating and cleaning themselves. It must have come as a welcome 

interlude when in 1953 the fort was used as a setting for the MGM film Crest of 

the Wave, a version of the stage play Seagulls over Sorrento: it was released in 

Britain under its stage title. It is still shown occasionally on television: close 

observation will reveal creative additions to the fort, principally fake ‘concrete 

and steel’ structures made out of plywood. There was some local 

disappointment that Gene Kelly, star of the film, did not come to the island in 

person for the filming, but was represented by his stand-in. Many Alderney 

people, however, including young David Duplain, were employed on the film as 

extras at £1 a day, and Mr. Ralph Duplain received an invitation to the premiere 

in London. 
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The German hoist; transferring the Duplains’ dinghy 
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Not a naval occupation: filming Crest of the Wave 
(from the stage play Seagulls over Sorrento) at Fort Clonque  
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But much of the damage suffered by the fort buildings during the war had never 

been made good, and they were steadily deteriorating. In spite of the efforts of 

the Duplains, who were now no longer young, the fort required more time, 

energy and money spent on it than they could give.  Every building needed 

repair, and the concrete causeway built by the Germans was seriously eroded, 

although Ralph Duplain had laid down a narrow track – just wide enough to take 

a wheelbarrow – on top of the concrete. 

 

This was the point at which the Landmark Trust stepped in, and bought the fort 

from Mr. and Mrs. Duplain. 
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Restoration by the Landmark Trust 

 

Although the Channel forts had formed the backbone of our great Victorian 

coastal defences, most of them were at that time abandoned and falling into 

ruin. It was a far-sighted action on the part of John Smith, the Trust’s founder, 

to take on one of them and set about its repair.  

 

The Trust’s first tasks after taking over the fort were to survey the buildings 

down to the last stone, and then to number and mark every piece of stonework 

that needed to be moved back to its original position. The bunker was full of 

rubbish, only one original window had survived in ‘Officers’, roofs were sagging, 

and cast iron girders were rusting away. The old bricks had been made in the 

local brickworks from island clay and were of poor quality. All the stone and 

wood used in the repairs was salvaged: the oak floorboards in the living room of 

‘Soldiers’ came from Fort Tourgis, for example, while the ‘Officers’ fireplaces 

came from Fort Albert. New doors were made, with handles produced specially 

by a Guernsey blacksmith. 

 

The main task that faced the Trust, and its architect Philip Jebb, was the 

undoing of the extensive damage done to the fort by the Germans, in their 

indiscriminate use of concrete, asphalt and barbed wire. In addition to this, the 

aim was to reinstate the exterior of the fort to its original Victorian appearance – 

except for the bunker, which was anyway pretty well indestructible, and which 

now serves as a bedroom. The light and pleasant rooms inside the two barrack 

buildings were also to be restored, but modernised as necessary. 

 

The difficulties of managing such a project, on what is virtually an island off an 

island, were formidable. All materials and equipment had to be specially 

transported to the fort by sea. Moreover, what could be done on any given day 

depended entirely on the weather, and especially on the wind which in Alderney 
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can rise in an hour or two to a force to which it is impossible to stand up. Even 

the provision of basic services presented quite a problem. For many years water  

came from a spring on the shore, to be stored in a large tank. And only in 1990 

was the fort connected to the island’s electricity supply, candles and gas having 

previously supplied all light and heat. 

 

Some of the work had to be done by a regular contractor, but much else could 

be done – and would best be done – in a more gradual way. For instance, it was 

essential that all concrete be removed without causing damage to the blocks of 

granite that had been set carelessly in it, so that they could be reused. By the 

greatest good fortune, just at the point in 1967 when Landmark was considering 

how to achieve this, Arthur Markell retired from his post as supervisor of the 

Admiralty Breakwater.  

 

Arthur Markell – ‘a man who really knows what life means, and who shows it in 

the work he is doing’ – had exactly the experience and skills the Trust needed, 

and he was employed at once. In 1984, after having worked for the Trust for 

some sixteen years or more, he was described as ‘an incredible good 79 years .. 

and having been a civil engineer can turn his hand to most things... his 

woodwork is of cabinet-maker standard.’ (He was nothing if not versatile: he 

also taught piano and had played in good hotels in London as part of dinnertime 

entertainment, as well as in the local cinema.) He was also said ‘always to have 

a smile on his face’ and to be ‘a perfectionist in everything that he did – the 

material for every job was carefully chosen and nothing but the right material 

would do, and the position of every screw and nail was precisely measured 

before insertion’, ‘you couldn’t imagine a better man for the job’. Throughout the 

restoration of the Fort he kept a diary in which he recorded every day the 

weather, the comings and goings of visitors and the maintenance and restoration 

tasks he had carried out on the Fort that day. With the help of an assistant, Mr. 

Markell was largely responsible for all the long and arduous work of clearing up 

the fort, rebuilding parapets and repointing walls, renewing windows and doors, 
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fitting new bathrooms and kitchens, and painting walls. A team of builders, a 

maximum of five at any one time, was brought in only when it was necessary:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

A page from Arthur Markell’s diary (1973) 
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to clear the unwanted concrete with pneumatic hammers, to renew the 

drawbridge, the ramp and the roofs of the barrack buildings (for which the 

original formula of lime cement poured over brick vaults to form a flat surface 

was reproduced) or to repair some of the vertiginous outer walls. Unfortunately, 

after Mr. Markell had carried out substantial repairs to the walls of Battery no. 3, 

the natural bridge that connected it to the rest of the rock collapsed during a 

storm in 1967, and that battery is no longer accessible. The collapse came as a 

shock to Mr. Duplain and caused him considerable anxiety, as he was afraid that 

the Trust might have suspected him of knowing the weakness of the arch, and 

concealing his knowledge. 

 

Working with Victorian buildings of any sort teaches two main lessons: first, not 

to be afraid, indeed to be sure, of using a large scale, because they loved to – 

and in military buildings more than most; and, secondly, to be thorough about 

detail, because theirs was perhaps the supreme age of detailing, and a repair will 

look right only if done correspondingly well. This has been true at each of the 

buildings of this type that Landmark has restored – Crownhill Fort at Plymouth, 

the West Blockhouse at Dale in Dyfed, and especially here, at Fort Clonque. 
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Working on the restoration 

 

The following is a representative extract from Arthur Markell’s site diary: 

 

12 December [1978] 

[Weather] conditions very bad. The sea started to lap over the causeway at 
1530 [hours]. Worked O/T [overtime] but was unable to cross the causeway 
until 1940. Got soaked to the skin fixing generator house shutter. 
 

Force 10 gusting to 11. 

 

13 December 

Very rough. The night tide of 12 [December] broke over the Soldiers’ Quarters 
sea wall. Scaffolding washed down from stack. Timber mast, two forms, table, 
all washed up the steps. The gas bottles were torn down. All this and the weight 
of water burst in the Soldiers’ Quarters door, tore out the lock and split the 
[door] stile. All rooms were flooded. Awful mess. 
 

All day clearing up. A gas fire cylinder was washed up the steps to the main 
entrance courtyard. 
 
Bunker flooded. Had to leave it untouched. Too wild to work on it. A God-
forsaken mess. 
 

Informed LT [Landmark Trust] to stop Christmas visitors. 

 

14–19 December 

All spent clearing up and repairs after storm damage. What a mess. Drying out 
and securing windows. 
 

20 December  

Christmas and annual leave. In London, informed Mr Smith about damage. 
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Refurbishment in 1999 
 
It was discovered in 1998 that one of the cast iron beams I the Officers’ 

Quarters bedroom had cracked through, possibly as a result of thermal shock.  

This was a problem that had arisen before:  during the late 1980s the Officers’ 

Quarters sitting room had been similarly affected, and all the ceiling beams had 

had to be renewed.  This time, it was felt to be important that the last few 

remaining cast iron beams should be retained, and more radical measures were 

undertaken to meet this aim. 

 

You can see where the cracked beam in the bedroom was repaired, but his was 

only part of the work that was needed to make the roof safe in the long term.  

This required the entire interior of the Officers’ Quarters to be supported by a 

forest of timber props holding up the iron beams and brick vaulting while several 

layers of concrete roof coverings were removed from above.  These were 

replaced with a new reinforced concrete roof of a somewhat complex design 

that actually holds up the iron girders and brick arching. 

 

At the same time the opportunity was taken to improve the detailing at the 

parapets on both the Officers’ and Soldiers’ Quarters, and also to renew the 

asphalt roof coverings, which had reached the end of their working life. 

 

Repairs and improvements were also carried out on the Soldiers’ Quarters 

kitchen and bathrooms, the water supplies, the underground drainage and the 

electrical services, all of which had suffered from relentless wear from the 

aggressive marine environment and from hundreds of visitors over the years 

since the original restoration. (Similar work will be needed to the Officers’ 

Quarters and other smaller buildings in the future.)  The Officers’ Quarters 

kitchen has been simplified, since most visitors’ parties congregate in the 

Soldiers’ Quarters. 
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All these activities meant that the drawbridge had to be lowered to enable 

materials to be taken in and out.  The courtyard area was completely re-levelled 

and resurfaced, in line with the more military appearance that Landmark wanted 

to achieve at the end of the work.  With the same aim in view, the Fort has been 

entirely refurnished in a more military style by John Evetts’ furnishing team.   

 

The building work was carried out by a local contractor, Tony Bohan, and his 

team of island workers, under supervision of Richard Glover, a consultant 

building surveyor.  The asphalting team came from Jersey and Guernsey.  The 

completion of the contract on programme was a remarkable achievement, which 

necessitated working throughout the winter.  One of the difficulties of working 

on Alderney is that many materials have to be ordered from the mainland, 

allowing for the fact the boat from Weymouth only sails every two weeks.  

Military planning and forethought are needed at Fort Clonque even today! 
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Captain William Jervois and his wife 
Lucy, painted by William Fisher at about 

the time of their marriage in 1850 
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William Jervois: notes on his life and career 

 

William Francis Drummond Jervois was born in the Isle of Wight in 1821, and 

entered the Royal Military Academy at the age of 15½. He must have been an 

unusually talented cadet since he obtained his commission within only two 

years, an exceptional achievement. 

 

Young Jervois proceeded to the School of Military Engineering at Chatham, 

where his survey work was considered so good that his sketch sheets were 

framed and glazed as a pattern for future young officers. From there he was 

posted to the Cape of Good Hope (a four-month journey by sea at that time) and 

was set to surveying and building roads and bridges in the young colony. Some 

of his expeditions were hazardous affairs subject to attacks by trekking Boers 

and hostile Africans. Thirty years later his maps, prepared by his own improvised 

triangulation surveying method, were said to be the only ones available 

‘possessing any pretensions to accuracy’. 

 

He left the Cape on promotion in 1848 and for a few years was based at 

Woolwich and Chatham, and in 1850 he married Lucy Norsworthy. In 1852 he 

was ordered to Alderney with his company, but did not relish the idea, probably 

thinking it would be a dull place for himself and his young wife, and managed to 

get an alternative posting to Brighton. Hearing, however, that Alderney was now 

regarded as being as important as Gibraltar he begged to go as originally 

intended to Alderney (Lucy’s views on the change of plan were apparently not 

recorded). 
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Major-General Sir William Jervois, G.C.M.G., C.B., 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Major-General Sir William Jervois, G.C.M.G., C.B., 
Governor of South Australia (seated), 

his son Major John Jervois, R.E. (standing, left) 
and his A.D.C. Major John Adams Fergusson: 

The photograph was taken in about 1880 
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Constructing the Alderney fortifications became the chief business of Jervois’ 

life for the next three years. At this period most officers engaged in designing 

works relied very much on the assistance of the clerks of works for the details. 

Captain Jervois, however, arranged that every detail for the Alderney works 

should be worked out by himself and the officers under him, in addition to 

superintending the actual construction. In 1853 he volunteered for service in the 

Crimea, but was told that his present task was too important to permit him to 

leave it. 

 

In 1854 Queen Victoria and Prince Albert paid their first visit to the Channel 

Islands, landing at Alderney. According to the custom by which a brevet step in 

rank was conferred on the commanding officer on such an occasion, Captain 

Jervois became a brevet-major. (Promotion by brevet gave the privilege of 

temporarily holding a higher rank than one’s own, though without the 

appropriate pay and allowances.) 

 

In the following year Major Jervois was transferred to London as Commanding 

Royal Engineer. At this time the disastrous military deficiencies in the Crimea 

were attracting a great deal of public attention, and he worked for some time on 

the construction of army barracks. This was followed by his promotion to 

Assistant Inspector-General of Fortifications at the War Office. Within a few 

years, official policy again focused on fortifications. The old system of 

commissioning local officers to design such projects was abandoned and Jervois 

and his team undertook the whole task of designing the full range of the new 

works. As war fever mounted, they also undertook the making of battlefield 

maps for the defence of London, since no large-scale maps of Britain were 

available at the time. 

 

Lord Palmerston was enthusiastic for increasing the security of British naval 

bases and sent for Jervois in order to consult him. He arrived for the meeting 

carrying a roll of plans for new defences of Plymouth, prepared years before in 
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his spare time; it is recorded that Palmerston ‘always after gave him most cordial 

support’. Jervois then became Secretary of the Royal Commission appointed to 

consider what fortifications were necessary: after much discussion, and some 

opposition from the permanent Defence Committee, the Commission’s report 

was adopted. In effect, all the land and sea defences of the commercial harbours 

of Britain and those of the naval stations and coaling ports abroad were 

reconstructed according to Jervois’ proposals and under his supervision.  

 

His reputation as a world expert on fortifications was at its peak. The American 

Civil War was now in progress, and he was sent to Canada to report on the 

defences there. The notorious Trent affair, when a US captain somewhat 

arbitrarily removed some Southern emissaries from a British mail steamer, had 

very nearly led to war between England and the United States, and Jervois 

returned to Canada several times before peace was finally declared. He travelled 

widely throughout the British Empire to report on defences, and was knighted in 

1875. 

 

He retired from the War Office soon after, and was thereupon appointed 

Governor of the Straits Settlements (a group of trading stations centred on 

Singapore). The people there were unhappy at the British assumption of 

authority, and at one point a local Sultan had everything in hand for the 

assassination of Jervois and his party. The signal for attack was arranged to be 

the Sultan’s dropping of his handkerchief: unfortunately he was so intent on Sir 

William’s conversation and charm that he completely forgot to do so, and the 

opportunity passed. 

 

Jervois handled the unrest in the Straits with an ‘independent force of character’ 

characteristic of some of the Victorian empire-builders. He met protests that 

some of his more severe measures against rioters (flogging and dismissal) were 

contrary to the colony’s penal code with, ‘I do not care two straws about the 

penal code’. He then summoned the local headmen, gave them a severe 
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collective reprimand and threw them into prison: then he put them on board his 

steam-yacht and sent them all off into the China Sea ‘to get seasick’. The 

townspeople, however, thought the headmen were being taken off for 

execution: the shops reopened and the riots were at an end and were not 

renewed for many years. 

 

In 1877 he was appointed Governor of South Australia, and served there for five 

years before taking over the Governorship of New Zealand in 1883, a post that 

he held until 1889. Soon after he was admitted a Fellow of the Royal Society, 

and busied himself with a movement for handing over the naval defences of the 

British Empire to the Royal Navy.  He took much pleasure in painting in water-

colours, and one of his paintings of a New Zealand landscape was accepted by 

Queen Victoria. 

 

In 1895 he lost his wife of forty years, and also his second son John (who was 

born in Alderney). In 1897, at the age of nearly 76, he died from injuries 

received in a carriage accident. 
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George Napier Ferguson, who led the cliff rescue in 1899,  
with his wife 
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Cliff rescue at Fort Clonque 

 
The following article was written by George Napier Ferguson, who lived at Fort 
Clonque with his children until his death in 1902 at the age of 49. It was passed 
to us by his granddaughter, Mrs Lorna Rosbottom.  
 
On the 4th May 1899, I was at dinner when at about 8.30 a knocking came at 
the gate, and on going up, there were two soldiers who told me that one of their 
comrades had fallen over the Cliff near Telegraph Bay, and would I lend them my 
boat to rescue him – the tide was then full out – but on the turn – there were 
other soldiers on the Cliff, so I went with them to a point outside the Fort, and 
shouted to them across the bay, for two more to come to launch the board, they 
heard us (as the wind was east) and three or four came. By the time we had got 
the boat launched it was about 9 o’clock, as they had to carry it about 300 
yards across the rocks, at least a dozen soldiers volunteered to go – but I knew 
that if they went, not knowing much about boats and nothing of the rocks and 
current, in all human probabilities they would never return alive, and so turn an 
already sad accident into much worse. So it was a matter of either refusing the 
boat or going myself – and had the wind been either southwest or north, it 
would have been impossible for any small boat to land a party at the place in the 
dark without having it smashed, but as the wind was east I saw there was a fair 
chance of success. Three soldiers got into the boat, so I told one to get out, (as 
my boat 8 feet 10 inches long could only carry four, three of us and the rescued 
man) so one got out, and Corporal Smith and Private Payne and myself went. 
 
We had to keep far out to avoid the sunken end of the reef at the S.W. point 
which we had to round – then the soldiers whose outline we could just see on 
the cliff shouted to let us know where Hurle had fallen over. We came in for the 
creek – and then our real danger began. I impressed on Smith and Payne the 
necessity of being cool and quick – as if a hole was made in our boat it would 
go badly with us. We grated over sunken rocks about 50 yards from the rocks 
on which we had to land, and from this on, it was a zig zag course through 
rocks, some in, some out of water – but with all our care and the men’s 
quickness in landing on the rock up to their middle, two or three waves broke 
over us. I told them to make all haste as the tide was rising, and to let me know 
if the man was alive (which I very much doubted). In the meantime I kept the 
boat out from the rocks on both sides of me, two or three times I was carried on 
top of the swell of the incoming tide and dashed against the rocks – and when I 
could I baled out with my hat. 
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For about 20 minutes they could not find him (though they had a good lantern) 
then one of the soldiers above them threw a stone where the man had fallen 
over, and strange to say you could see the bounds of the stone like a ball of 
phosphorus, descending against the black cliff – they then found him. I shouted 
to them to know if he was alive, as every minute made the chance of ever 
getting back to Clonque more doubtful – they answered that he was. I told them 
to make all speed – but it was no easy job to carry a smashed-up man over high 
rocks and boulders about 200 yards to the nearest point where the boat could 
come. After three-quarters of an hour or more they succeeded. 
 
I then backed the boat up the creek, and jumped out on the rock to hold her off 
– just then a heavy wave broke over her and washed one of the oars out of her, 
this fortunately I succeeded in recovering. (I had taken the spurs out and put 
them into my pocket lest they might be accidentally knocked out.) 
 
While getting him into the boat, she – the boat – was dashed several times 
against the rocks, and gave forth a breaking sound which I did not like – 
however we hauled Hurle in, then two of us got in, and the third (I think Smith) 
held the boat till I got the spurs in their places, then he got in, and I slowly 
pulled her out through the rocks into the Channel. 
 
Then I found we were more than half full of water, and by this the tide had a 
strong set which would bring us out into the Swinge, and now the east wind 
which up to this had helped us, was dead against us, and though I pulled ‘all I 
knew’ I found we were being slowly but surely carried out, as we were 
waterlogged. 
 
I then gave Smith one of the paddles (he was up in the bow seat) and told him 
to row as hard as he could, and I kept time to his oar. We just managed to get 
under the lee of the rocks at the back of Clonque and so out of the strong tide – 
by this the boat was full at the stern, the water coming in and going out at each 
stroke. I told him if he let the boat lose its way, it would sink, but he did not, 
and so we got in after an hour’s row. 
 
Neither Smith nor Payne lost their presence of mind for a second the whole time, 
and were as prompt to obey every order as if they were on parade. 
 
I may add, that had Hurle been dead, I would not have taken him on board, as 
we had our own lives to consider. 
 
(Signed) George Napier Ferguson 
Barrister, M.A. & J.P. 
County Dublin 
 
Clonque Fort 
Alderney 
19th May 1899 
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[Private Hurle was taken to Essex Castle, then the military hospital. He had 
sustained multiple fractures, but eventually recovered. (It seems he had been 
looking for gulls’ eggs.) Mr. Ferguson approached the War Office with a 
recommendation that the two soldiers should be awarded the Albert Medal for 
their gallantry. This was refused, but on 16th May 1899, the District Orders by 
H. E. Major General Saward, Commanding Guernsey and Alderney District, 
included an account of the rescue, ending as follows: ‘The chief merit is due to 
Mr. Ferguson without whose local knowledge of the waters the feat would 
probably have failed; at the same time the soldiers most gallantly helped Mr. 
Ferguson, and the Major General will endeavour to obtain some public 
recognition of their plucky conduct, in the meantime he directs that Corporal 
Smith and Private Payne be called out on the Queen’s Birthday Parade and highly 
commended for their behaviour and that a narrative of the occurrence be entered 
in the Regimental Records of the Wiltshire Regiment for permanent information.’] 
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Just plain Alderney folk 
 
By Miles Kington, a Landmarker (from Punch, 28 June 1978) 
 
This Thursday as ever is, the Queen and Prince Philip will arrive in and depart 
from the Channel island of Alderney. It isn’t their first visit there. I wonder if she 
remembers the other one a good few years back? It’s recorded that she drove 
round the town of St Anne’s thoroughly impressed with the number of people 
lining the royal route, unaware that it was the same batch of population moving 
swiftly from vantage point to vantage point. When the royal route swung out 
into the country, the natives gave up the pursuit and the couple suddenly found 
themselves in an uninhabited isle, so much so that Prince Philip was reduced to 
saluting horses in the fields. 
 
I think she probably does remember that earlier trip. This time her route avoids 
the countryside altogether and sticks to the town. There will be many 
disappointed horses in Alderney this Thursday. 
 
Having just returned from a fact-finding mission to Alderney, I can now offer the 
Queen a theory on the failure of the population to follow her into the hedgerows. 
I think the pubs in St Anne’s had just opened. On the island the pubs are the 
centre of social life and when the shops close from 1 to about 2.30 (which they 
do) and the streets become unnervingly empty (which they do) it seems logical 
to assume that the pubs soak up the missing population and the missing 
population soaks up drink and gossip (which they do). If I were planning the 
Queen’s itinerary, I would time it so that it was between opening times. Say, 
between 3 pm and 5 pm. 
 
I don’t suppose it’s anything but a coincidence, but this Thursday the Queen is 
due to arrive at 3 pm and leave at 5 pm. Sad, really, because when she arrives 
from the harbour and proceeds up Victoria Street (named after the relative of 
that name) she won’t be able to pop into the Albert (n.a.t.r.o.t.n.) and see one 
of the last places on British soil where you can buy a round for six people and 
still have change from a pound. Instead, she will have to turn right along New 
Street, which has been New Street for so long it is being renamed this Thursday 
as Queen Elizabeth II Street. 
 
What she will be able to do, as always, is keep her eyes open for the special 
effects laid on for visiting royalty. You know the sort of thing: brand new 
lavatories, tarmac paths across lawns, scaffolding painted red, white and blue. 
Except that none of those things was being laid on, not when I did my research 
ten days before. What they were doing instead was putting up street names in 
St Anne’s and painting yellow HALT signs at road intersections. Alderney, you 
see, is the kind of place where they do the absolutely essential long after it’s 
necessary. It must be one of the last civilised spots in Europe. 
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Take another example, your Majesty. When you arrive in the harbour you will 
notice a bonfire smouldering on the iron jetty to the left. This is not a beacon for 
your visit. It is not even, as it might well be, a Jubilee bonfire a year late. It is 
the first sign that Alderney is doing something about the disused jetty built by 
the Germans in the War. Thirty-three years later they have finally decided to pull 
it down. As the Alderney Journal commented – and they should know – it may 
not be the right decision but at least Alderney has made a decision and that is 
rare enough for general applause to be given. 
 
Nobody talks much about the German occupation, which makes sense as none 
of the inhabitants was here. The entire population vacated the island just before 
the Nazis arrived and came back after the War ended. About seven months after 
the War ended, because the British forces kept many of their German prisoners 
for that time to put the island straight again, and reading between the lines one 
gathers that the Germans were the best builders and decorators the island had 
ever had. Admittedly they installed some fairly undesirable slave camps and 
concrete gun emplacements, but they were also responsible for the first mains 
drainage, electricity, communal dairy, water tower, etc. And an iron jetty, which 
they are now trying to burn down. 
 
As you pass up Victoria Street, your Majesty, do look at the fruit and vegetable 
shop on the right. It is the main greengrocer’s serving an island no point of 
which is more than two miles away. Look at the notice in the window. It says 
“Orders Taken and Delivered. Distance No Object”. 
 
Further up Victoria Street you will notice a shop called the Riduna Stores. Riduna 
is supposedly the Latin name for Alderney. Centuries ago an Alderney scholar 
was studying a Latin list of the islands round Britain and noticed that the one 
after the Isle of Wight (Vectis) was Riduna. That had to be Alderney, he decided. 
He decided wrong, because in Roman times Thanet was also an island and 
Riduna is the Latin for Thanet. Which has not prevented the name Riduna being 
adopted for a good many firms on the island to this day, and I can only admire 
such fixity of purpose. 
 
If the facts I have listed so far fell into the wrong hands, there might be some 
who would assume that the inhabitants of Alderney are lazy, shiftless, unreliable 
and given to drinking. Nothing of the sort. They are affable, relaxed to the point 
of absurdity, easy-going and given to drinking. Why, after all, put up street 
names when everyone knows what they are called anyway? Why paint HALT on 
the road if all cars go slowly enough to banter passers-by? If Alderney folk were 
really lazy they would take it easy at their job. In fact, they all take it easy at 
least two or three jobs. The stonemason drives a taxi in the evening; the bicycle 
hire man works in the harbour; the man at the airport helps the stonemason. 
Even the actor I got talking to in the Albert turned out to play the piano in the 
Grand Hotel of an evening. 
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It’s the sort of place, in fact, where, if you offer a bank card with your cheque, 
they wave it away contemptuously. If planes are delayed at the airport they 
don’t make you sit around in the lounge; they take your phone number in town 
and promise to ring you. It’s the kind of place Homer wrote about, only he called 
it the island of the lotus eaters, where time runs slow and you start to forget 
where you came from. If Homer had lived on Alderney, of course, he would 
never have written the Iliad. T. H. White moved to Alderney on the proceeds of 
The Once and Future King and never really wrote anything again. Even after two 
weeks on this enchanted isle, I was beginning to feel my will dissolve, until I had 
even stopped caring who won the World Cup. 
 
Still, your Majesty, I reckon you’ll be safe with only two hours there. Just about. 
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Sources: 
 
David Duplain (son of Ralph and Christine Duplain) 
 
Charlotte Haslam 
 
John Jervois (great-great-grandson of William Jervois)  
 
Colin Partridge 
 
Roger Pierpoint 
 
 
Ian Walker  
Museum of the Royal Gloucestershire, Berkshire & Wiltshire Regiment, 

The Wardrobe, The Close, Salisbury 
 

Royal Engineers Historical Society, Institution of Royal Engineers, Chatham, Kent 
Royal Engineers Journal 
 
The Fortifications of Alderney (Colin Partridge and Trevor Davenport, Alderney  
 Publishers, 1993) 
 
The Independent Magazine 10.11.1990, article by Marcus Binney: 
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Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II visiting Alderney in 1978 alongside 
the then President of Alderney, Mr J Kay-Mouat. 
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Part of the official first day cover of the Alderney fort series of stamps  
(23 September 1986) 
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