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BASIC DETAILS 
 

Built      c 1746 

 

Designed by    Daniel Garrett 

 

Bought by Landmark   1981 

 

Architect for restoration Martin Stancliffe 

 

Main Contractor   William Anelay Ltd of York 

 

Work completed   1982  

 

Decorative plasterwork W Salter of TE Ashworth Ltd 

General Plasterwork  Brian Mountford 

Wood Carving   Dick Reid, 

     Charles Oldfield of William Anelay Ltd 

Decorations   D W Cook and Son 

Electrical Works   Victor Wallis Ltd 

Ironwork    Fred Bagley of Spennithorne 

External Works   Ridings Construction Co Ltd, 

     D H Willis 

Weathervane   J H Shouksmith and Son 

 

The Landmark Trust is grateful to Miss Jane Hatcher BA, Mphil, for 

permission to use extracts from her research on the Culloden Tower.  
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Culloden Tower was named to mark the defeat of the Jacobites at the Battle of Culloden  

in 1745, after Bonnie Prince Charlie’s failed invasion of England. The British victory  

over the Jacobites secured the Hanoverian regime once and for all. 
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Summary 
 

The Culloden Tower was built in 1746 or soon afterwards. The architect is 

thought to have been Daniel Garrett, and his patron was one of Richmond's two 

Whig MPs, John Yorke, who had a fine house at the foot of the hill. It was 

originally called the Cumberland Temple and its purpose was clear:  to 

commemorate the victory in April 1746 of the Duke of Cumberland's army over 

Charles Edward Stuart, the Jacobite Young Pretender Bonnie Prince Charlie, at 

Culloden, near Inverness. A great deal hung on the outcome of that battle. The 

Hanoverian kings had been on the throne for just over thirty years. The first, 

German, George had been succeeded by George II, who was more assimilated 

into English ways. His family was now regarded as fully representative of the 

Protestant Whig supremacy that, under Sir Robert Walpole, had made England a 

prosperous and stable place. The only cloud on the horizon was the possibility 

of a new Jacobite rising, carrying with it fears that had lain dormant since 

James II was deposed in 1688, of a Catholic king who would threaten his 

subjects' freedom of religious worship - and, it was somehow felt, deprive them 

of their ability to profit by trade as well. 

 

The battle was fiercely fought and the victorious Duke became known as 

Butcher Cumberland after his cruel order to kill the wounded Jacobite soldiers 

after the battle. After Culloden, the Jacobite cause was a spent force, no longer 

supported even by the traditionally loyal Tories. The Whig regime could continue 

unchallenged, trade could increase, the New World triumph over the Old, the 

Classical over the Gothic - a point that was made in the interior decoration and 

arrangement of the Culloden Tower itself.  Here, Gothic motifs are found in the 

tall main room, but set within an orderly Classical framework; and the scheme in 

the topmost room is entirely Classical.  

 

The Tower replaced an earlier one, and the design of its exterior reminds us of 

this. A pele tower, called Hudswell's Tower, stood here from the 14th century 

until the 17th century. Its ruin may still have been visible when the Culloden 

Tower was built, to be commemorated in the square base of its very different 

successor. 

 

Culloden Tower was built by John Yorke. He, too, held the family seat in 

Parliament until his death, in 1757. He was a Whig, but an independent one, 

who was known to vote against the Government at times. Lord Egmont 

described him as "a whimsical fellow but in the main will be with Government". 

He was most certainly “with” the Hanoverians, and the prosperity which they 

brought to his town. 

 

Apart from showing off the builder's political affiliations, the Culloden Tower 

was of course intended as an ornament, crowning the hill opposite the town and 

acting as a foil to the castle's greater tower. It stood in the park of a large 

mansion, called Yorke House after the family that lived there. This stood close 

to the river at the foot of the hill, with its gardens around it. A fine view of 
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these, and of the town and surrounding countryside, would have been enjoyed 

by anyone in the Tower. With its comfortable and elegant rooms, each provided 

with a fireplace, the Tower would also have been a place where the Yorke 

family could enjoy some privacy, away from their large household. 

 

The presumed architect of the tower Daniell Garrett, began his career as a 

follower of the Earl of Burlington, the great champion of the Palladian style of 

architecture. He went on to develop his own practice in the North-East, 

designing some rather dull Palladian houses which tend to confirm the 

judgement of the Architect-Earl, that he was more a man of business than of 

aesthetics. Garrett also had an extraordinary talent for the design of Rococo 

plasterwork and, as an extension of this, for the Rococo-Gothick in all its forms. 

His career in this field reached its highest point of fantasy in the Banqueting 

House at Gibside, Co. Durham, a building for which there is no equal anywhere. 

It, too, has been restored by the Landmark Trust. 

 

Yorke House was demolished in 1823, after which the park, and the Culloden 

Tower, became attached to Temple View, a house some distance to the North. 

This had started life as a Gothic Menagerie, built by the last John Yorke in 

1769. The tower was used less and less, especially in the 20th century, as such 

buildings became increasingly expensive to maintain. Although it is widely 

visible, it is also curiously isolated, which led to more problems. Thieves stole 

the lead from the roof, and the asphalt that replaced it leaked and caused dry 

rot. Vandals did appalling and systematic damage, so that little of its interior 

remained intact. It was in the nick of time that the Landmark Trust came to its 

rescue in 1981. 

 

 

THE RESTORATION OF THE CULLODEN TOWER 

 

Culloden Tower was in a sad state of decay in 1981. The roof had leaked, 

causing dry rot in the roof timbers. This, in turn, had led to half the ceiling in the 

top room falling in, whose interior had been thoroughly vandalised. The base of 

the tower was used as a cattle shed and hay loft. 

 

The roof was renewed in lead. New pinnacles were made for the parapet, which 

also needed some repair. Stonework was repaired and the whole building 

repointed. Finally, a new weather vane was made, a copy of the original one 

which could be seen in a postcard of about 1900. 

 

Some rearrangement was needed inside, but done in such a way as to respect 

the original design. The empty square base of the tower became a kitchen, with 

enough space for a bathroom and second bedroom below. A new window was 

made to give extra light to the kitchen, and the existing windows were given 

new stone surrounds. The floors and partitions on the two lowest floors are all 

new, of course. 
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The stair needed a lot of repair, but by far the most important work inside the 

tower was the restoration of the two richly decorated upper rooms. As much as 

possible of the original work was saved by careful repair. Luckily, enough of the 

top room ceiling survived for castings to be taken from it, to recreate the whole 

design in new plaster. Pieces of the chimneypieces had been saved and were 

used to reconstruct the design. 

 

The doors, shutters, needed only minor repair to put them into working order 

thanks in part to the lead paint with which they had always been painted. When 

repainting, therefore, the same white lead paint has been used. Traditional 

paints have also been used on the walls, in colours known to have been used in 

the 18th century. 

 

The final task was to improve the access; great care was taken to make the 

drive and parking place as unobtrusive as possible, so that the setting of the 

tower would not be changed. The gates on the road were also repaired. 
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The Yorke coat of arms, as carved above the front door.  
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Introduction 

 

The Culloden Tower was built in 1746 or soon afterwards. The architect is 

thought to have been Daniel Garrett, and his patron was one of Richmond's two 

Whig MPs, John Yorke. It was originally called the Cumberland Temple sincec it 

was built to mark the victory of the Duke of Cumberland's army over Prince 

Charles Edward Stuart, the Jacobite Young Pretender, at Culloden, near 

Inverness, in April that year. The Duke of Cumberland is controversial figure, in 

his own time as much as today. Already a seasoned campaigner in Flanders, he 

was the most successful British general of his day and his appointment was 

initially a morale boost for a government alarmed by the success of Prince 

Charles’s army in striking as far south as Swarkestone in Derbyshire. 

Cumberland’s order to kill the wounded Jacobite soldiers after the Battle of 

Culloden and the army’s subsequent reprisals against supposed ‘rebels’ in the 

Highlands led to widespread revulsion, not just among his political opponents the 

Tories (who named him ‘The Butcher’) but among the country at large. Perhaps 

this is why the tower’s name was changed to the more neutral battlesite. 

 

A great deal hung on the outcome of the battle at Culloden. The Hanoverian kings 

had been on the throne for just over thirty years. The first, German, George had 

been succeeded by his son George II who had become more assimilated into 

English customs. His family were now regarded as fully representative of the 

Protestant Whig supremacy that had made England a prosperous and stable place 

under George II’s chief minister, Sir Robert Walpole. The only cloud on the 

horizon was the possibility of a new Jacobite rising, carrying with it fears that 

had lain dormant since James II was deposed in 1688. People feared a Catholic 

king who would threaten his subjects' freedom of religious worship - and, it was 

somehow felt, deprive them of their ability to profit by trade as well.  

 

After 1746 the Jacobite cause was a spent force, no longer supported even by 

the opposition Tories who traditionally supported them. The Whig world of reason 
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could now continue unchallenged, trade could increase, the New World triumph 

over the Old, the Classical over the Gothic - a point that was made in the interior 

decoration and arrangement of the Culloden Tower itself.  Here, Gothic motifs are 

found in the tall main room, but set within an orderly Classical framework; and 

the scheme in the topmost room is entirely Classical. The decoration of the 

Tower, in fact, has more in common with the light-hearted Rococo style 

fashionable on the Continent at that period, than with anything seen in England 

during the Middle Ages. 

 

The Tower does not stand on a new site, however, and the design of its exterior 

reminds us of this fact. A pele tower, called Hudswell's Tower, stood here from 

the 14th century until the 17th century. Its ruin may still have been visible when 

the Culloden Tower was built, to be commemorated in the square base of its very 

different successor. 

 

Apart from showing off the builder's political affiliations, the Culloden Tower was 

of course intended as an ornament, crowning the hill opposite the town and 

acting as a foil to the castle's greater tower. It stood in the park of a large 

mansion, called Yorke House after the family that lived there. This stood close to 

the river at the foot of the hill, with its gardens around it. A fine view of these, 

and of the town and surrounding countryside, would have been enjoyed by 

anyone in the Tower. With its comfortable and elegant rooms, each provided with 

a fireplace, the Tower would also have been a place where the Yorke family could 

enjoy some privacy, away from their large household. 

 

Yorke House was demolished in 1823, after which the park, and the Culloden 

Tower, became attached to Temple View, a house some distance to the North. 

This had started life as a Gothic Menagerie, built by the last John Yorke in 1769. 

The tower was used less and less, especially in this century, when such buildings 

have become increasingly difficult to maintain. Although it is widely visible, it is 

also curiously isolated, which has led to more problems. Thieves stole the lead 

from the roof, and the asphalt that replaced it leaked and caused dry rot. More 
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recently, vandals did appalling and systematic damage, so that little of its interior 

remained intact. It was in the nick of time that the Landmark Trust came to its 

rescue in 1981. 

The Yorke Family 
 

In 1651, John Yorke of Goulthwaite, near Pateley Bridge, married Mary, the 

daughter of Mauger Norton of Richmond. Her dowry was the house on the Green 

which now passed to the Yorke family, and so came to be called Yorke House. It 

had been built in the early 1600s, but it was probably enlarged and improved by 

John Yorke, or his son. 

 

John Yorke was knighted at the Restoration of King Charles II in 1660, and was 

the first member of his family to represent Richmond in Parliament, in 1661. He 

died two years later, however, when his son Thomas was only five years old, so 

that there is a gap of 25 years in the century-long record of his family's 

representation of the borough. Thomas was elected MP for the first time in 1688, 

and continued to be re-elected until his death in 1716. 

 

Thomas's son was another John, and it was he who built the Culloden Tower. 

He, too, held the family seat in Parliament until his death, in 1757. He was a 

Whig, but an independent one, who was known to vote against the Government 

at times. Lord Egmont described him as ‘a whimsical fellow but in the main will 

be with Government..’ He was most certainly ‘with’ the Hanoverians, and the 

prosperity which they brought to his town. 

 

John Yorke had no children. His brother Thomas succeeded him as MP, but after 

1760 was not re-elected, and the family did not represent Richmond again. 

Thomas's son, another John, concentrated on local government, and was a 

popular figure in Richmond. He shared his uncle's taste in architecture, building 

the Crothick Menagerie (which later became Temple View) to celebrate his 

second marriage in 1769. It may have been he rather than his father who, in 
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1765, made improvements to the landscape along the river. After his death in 

1813 Yorke House was sold and demolished. 

 

The Architect 
 

The architect Daniel Garrett began his career as a follower of the Earl of 

Burlington, the great champion of the Palladian style of architecture. He went on 

to develop his own practice in the North-East, designing some rather conventional 

Palladian houses which tend to confirm the judgement of the Architect-Earl, that 

he was more a man of business than of aesthetics. 

 

There was another side to Garrett, however. He had an extraordinary talent for 

the design of Rococo plasterwork and, as an extension of this, for the Rococo-

Gothick in all its forms. Here he seems to have learned from William Kent, 

another architect in Lord Burlington's circle, but Garrett developed the style 

further and at a very early date. His career in this field reached its highest point 

of fantasy in the Banqueting House at Gibside, Co. Durham, a building for which 

there is no equal anywhere. It, too, has been restored by the Landmark Trust. 

 

In a more restrained but quite as imaginative mood, Garrett may, it seems, have 

designed the Culloden Tower. The argument is based on another building close to 

Richmond:  the Temple at Aske, built for Sir Conyers Darcy, fellow MP to John 

Yorke. The designs for this are in the hand of William Kent, but in many of its 

details and its decoration the building bears a close resemblance to work carried 

out elsewhere by Garrett, and to the Culloden Tower, for which no drawings 

survive. It is thought that Garrett executed the design at Aske for Kent, acting as 

site architect and adding finishing touches of his own. Using this experience, he 

then went on to design the Culloden Tower himself. 
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Culloden Towers has a noticeable external resemblance to one of the terminations 

on the North Transept at Durham Cathedral, making it is that Garrett took 

inspiration for John Yorke’s folly from one of Britain’s greatest Gothic cathedrals. 

This was a period when both architects and patrons were on the lookout for 

striking ecclesiastical forms and details to copy for other purposes. 

 

 

 

  

Detail of the North Transept   Culloden Tower  

at Durham Cathedral 
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The Culloden Tower 
 

 From Pevsner’s Buildings of England; Yorkshire:  The North Riding:   

 

Introduction, page 46: 

.’.the most amazing and nationally most interesting monument of the Early 

Gothic Revival in the riding is the Culloden Tower at Richmond of 1746, a 

building as early as Sanderson Miller's towers and almost unknown. It has 

delightfully mixed Gothic and classical interiors too. The house that goes 

with it is Temple Lodge, and this is quite large, Gothic too and partly of 

1769.’ 

 

"   And from the Gazeteer, page 297:   

At the end of Newbiggin ie, Cravengate, is the entrance to Temple Lodge, a 

symmetrical essay in the Gothic. According to Speight it was built by John 

Yorke in 1769 and enlarged about the middle of the 19th century. Centre 

and two wings castellated, and the windows are mostly ogee-headed. The 

estate of the Temple Lodge is 35 acres in size. So it is quite distant to reach 

Culloden Tower from the house. The tower was erected in 1746 and is a 

monumental record indeed of the Jacobite defeat. It is high and substantially 

built, an octagon on a square base with an added staircase projection with 

lead cap. The tower has pointed windows and between the two upper 

stories a band of blind ogee arches. It is a very early essay in Gothic. Inside, 

the first floor room has a glorious chimney-piece, Gothic with Classical 

Kentian enrichments. Such enrichments also around the doorway and 

windows. Plaster vault with Gothic ribbing. The second floor room, 

however, is entirely classical. Flat ceiling with ribbon work stucco. Excellent 

chimney piece. The building ought to be far better known than it is. It is 

certainly for historical interest and aesthetic pleasure one of the major 

monuments of Richmond.’ 

 

 

Christopher Clarkson’s History of Richmond (1821) contains a description of the 

Culloden Tower (then called the Cumberland Temple), and its surroundings:   

 

‘Among a variety of objects lower down (the river), there present 

themselves as in a new scene, ornamented grounds, plantations, walks and 

avenues, with artificial caves dug in the rock; whilst above, a handsome 

tower rears its lofty head, boldly situated upon an eminence, and proudly 

overlooking the surrounding country. This tower was erected on the site of 

an old deccayed castelet, commonly known by the name of Hudswell Peele, 

to commemorate the victory gained over the Scotch rebels in 1746 at 
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Culloden, and was called by the loyal builder the Cumberland Temple, in 

compliment to the royal Duke who commanded in that battle. This old peele 

or castelet, also called a Keep, so frequent on the northern Borders, formerly 

consisting of a square battlement tower with a walled court for the 

protection of cattle by night, and other valuables was built in the time of 

Edward II by William de Huddeswell, as a protection from the inroads of the 

Scotch, and was suffered to fall into gradual decay upon the union of the 

two Kingdoms of England and Scotland in the same sovereign, James I.  

  

To the north of it is a neat building in the Gothic style, with an open piazza 

before it, used as a menagerie, built in the year 1769 by the late John 

Yorke, as appears from some painted glass over the door of the northern 

entrance, on which are the arms of Yorke impaling those of Campbell with 

the above date beneath them. On the south is seen the river flowing under a 

noble hanging wood, which by a sudden turn seems to vanish underground. 

This wood extending itself towards the left, forms a fine natural segment of 

rocks and trees, terminated by the town and the ruins of the castle. All 

these objects exhibit a contrasted landscape of natural grandeur and artificial 

beauties rarely to be met with. As you pass along the bottom, the chord of 

the segment, these same objects catching the eye through the various 

openings of the trees and avenues, present every variety of picturesque 

scenery.’ 
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Figure 1 
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The History of the Culloden Tower by Jane Hatcher  
 

The history of the site   

This natural defence point became in medieval times the site of a pele tower, 

which is shown on the earliest map of the town, John Speed's Map of Richmond 

dated c.1610 (figure 1). The pele is labelled "Hudswell Towr" (sic) and depicted 

as a small tower with battlements. These ruins are also shown schematically as a 

small group of castellated buildings on Robert Harman's "Plan of Richmond" of 

1724 (figure 2).  

 

Hudswell Tower took its name from the family who built it, not the village of 

Hudswell, two miles to the west on the south bank of the river. Clarkson, the 

19th century historian of Richmond, says;  

 

‘This old peele, or castelet, called also a Keep, so frequent on the northern 

borders, formerly consisting of a square battlemented tower with a walled 

court for the protection of cattle by night, and other valuables, was built in 

the time of Edward II by William de Huddeswell, as a protection from the 

inroads of the Scots, and was suffered to fall gradually into decay upon the 

union of the two kingdoms of England and Scotland in the same sovereign, 

James the first.’ 

 

The pele tower must therefore have been in use from the early 14th century to 

the beginning of the 17th century.  

 

William de Huddeswell and his son, also William are named in several 14th 

century documents. In 1354 the assignee of the Castle Mills complained to their 

owner, the Crown, that their trade was being adversely affected by a new mill 

built by William de Huddeswell of Richmond. This was the Green Mill, which 

ground corn and fulled cloth for over 300 years. Other members of the Hudswell 

family were Bailiffs of RIchmond in the 15th century.  
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The site of Hudswell Tower was eminently well-suited to a pele, but during more 

peaceful Tudor times, when other peles in the RIchmond area were enlarged and 

made more comfortable, its site precluded expansion, and this probably 

contributed to its being abandoned. The hillside became known as Tenter Bank, 

for on it slopes were set the tenter frames on which pieces of cloth were dried 

after they had been fulled at the fulling mill or dyed in the dyehouse by the river. 

 

 

Figure 2  Yorke House, part of Robert Harman’s Map of Richmond 1724 
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Cloth production was an important industry in medieval and Elizabethan 

Richmond, and although the inhabitants were concentrating on knitting by the 

time of Daniel Defoe's visit in the 1720s, the name of Tenter Bank is still used on 

Harman's contemporary map, and on George Jackson's plan of Richmond of 

1773. 

 

Early in the 17th century the building later to be known as Yorke House was built 

to supersede Hudswell Tower as the principal residence in the Green area. It is 

not shown on Speed's map (which may, of course, have been drawn before its 

publication date), but Clarkson traces the ownership of ‘the mansion called the 

Green’ and says that on 18th August 1608 ‘the mansion then newly rebuilt’ was 

sold to Sir William Gascoigne of Sedbury, a few miles to the north of Richmond, 

who ‘was then living in the same as his town residence.’  

 

Samuel Buck's sketch of "The Seat of John York Esq in Richmond" made about 

1723 (Samuel Buck’s Yorkshire Sketchbook, Wakefield Historical Publications 

(1979), pp viii and 380) shows a building in the Jacobean style (figure 3). It is 

rectangular in plan, ten window-bays long by three wide. The central two bays 

look older than the rest, with four shallow storeys of small square windows and 

the front door. The other bays are divided into three storeys by string courses 

and contain larger windows, those on the ground and first floors having a mullion 

and two transoms. 

 

Several lead rain-water pipes descend from the flat roof which was apparently 

also of lead, dressed on rolls. Lead was mined in Swaledale, so it is not surprising 

to find it used extensively in Richmond. The roof, surrounded by a balustrade, 

had numerous chimneys. Clarkson does not give any architectural description of 

the house, but illustrates a carving of the Mouth of Hell from its interior. 

 

The Yorke family acquired the house in 1651, and owned it until the early 19th 

century. The house apparently underwent relatively little change, although the 
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grounds were extensively altered. After the erection of Culloden Tower, the 

Green Mill and the mansion's stables down near the river behind the house were 

taken down c 1765 and the area was landscaped. The mill must have been 

something of an embarrassment, for it would generate traffic very close to the 

house.  

 

In 1821 the York property was sold to Leonard Jaques of Easby, and in 1823 

Jaques demolished Yorke House. Temple View became the main house and has 

remained so until the present day, despite having changed hands many times. 

The Culloden Tower became the summer house of a medium sized house, rather 

than a folly attached to a large mansion.  
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The Yorke family   
 

The Yorke family’s associations with Richmond began in the 17th century. John 

Yorke (d.1635) of Goulthwaite near Pateley Bridge married twice. By his first wife 

he had a daughter, Jane, who married Major-General David Leslie, later Lord 

Newark. After the battle of Marston Moor in 1644, Leslie commanded the 

Scottish army which occupied the north of England for the Parliamentarians for 

the next two years. He established his military headquarters at St Nicholas, an 

ancient house on the outskirts of Richmond.  

 

By his second marriage this John Yorke had a son, John, who was knighted. In 

1651 Sir John (d.1663) married a Mary Norton, whose father, Mauger Norton 

owned St Nicholas during the Civil War. He gave the couple the house on the 

Green, having bought it in 1632 from Sir Timothy Hutton of Marske in Swaledale.  

 

Sir John Yorke sat as member of Parliament for Richmond in 1661. He had twin 

sons, John and Edward, born in 1653, who died in infancy, and another son, 

Thomas I (1658-1716) who was MP for Richmond in all but one of the eleven 

parliaments between 1688 and 1714. This Thomas had two sons, John I (1685-

1757), the builder of Culloden Tower, and Thomas II (1688-1770), (information 

from Mr LP Wenham, who has compiled a family tree of the Yorke family from 

various sources, including Clarkson, Burke's Landed Gentry and documentary 

evidence. It is included here as figure 5). John was MP in nine parliaments 

between 1710 and 1754, overlapping at first with his father. 

 

In 1732, John I married Anne, daughter of Sir Conyers Darcy of Sedbury and 

Aske, estates a few miles north of Richmond, but they had no children.  

 

John I was succeeded by his brother, Thomas II, MP 1757-61. His son John II 

(1735-1813), apparently had a penchant for sea-faring ladies; his first wife, 

Sophia Glynne, died on a voyage from Lisbon; his second wife, Elizabeth 

Campbell, for whom he built Temple View, came from Jamaica.  
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John II was not involved with politics, and therefore spent less time in London 

than his predecessors, and more at Yorke House, where he was host to a salon 

of young Whigs from Richmond and district. Many of these were of humble 

origins, and included George Cuit, the painter, and James Tate, Master of 

Richmond Grammar School, and later Canon of St Paul's Cathedral.  Both men 

confusingly produced sons of the same name who followed their fathers' 

professions.  

 

John Yorke II had no children, and he and his second wife both died in 1813, 

breaking the family's links with Richmond.  Having spent most of his time in the 

town, he was regarded locally with great affection. On the last John Yorke's 

death, James Tate wrote on 16 February to Dr Disney of London, a fellow Church 

of England clergyman, but of the Unitarian persuasion, and son-in-law of the 

Rector of Richmond, Rev. Francis Blackburne, the leader of the Unitarians within 

the Church of England. The Mr Blackburne mentioned in the letter is his son, also 

the Rev. Francis Blackburne, Vicar of Brignsll, and also a Unitarian. The original 

letter is now in the possession of Mr LP Wenham:   

 

 ‘You will see that poor Mr Yorke is gone at last. He lies buried in Hudswell 

churchyard, by his own particular request. The situation is rather bleak; but 

commands a fine prospect, looking right across into Whitcliff Wood, and 

down the river to Mr Yorke's grounds, to the Castle and thence to a rich 

tract of the Vsle of Mowbray, with the Hamilton (sic0 hills in the distance.  

He has left some MSS behind him, chiefly I suppose in essays of the belles 

lettres kind, to the care of Mr Blackburne, who form opportunities of 

nearness and leisure has been much at the Green for some years past. There 

were conflicting interests in the disposition of his property. Whether he has 

satisfied expectation, I really know not. But if he has erred, which, for ought 

I know, there is no ground to fear; it was in the execution of a task very 

nice and arduous. And with the kindest of hearts in secular business even I 

could discover, that he was more anxious than able. Heaven be his bed! He 

has left not his better behind. The Green has flourished! No more.   

I am ever, my dear Sir,   

Affectionately yours,  

James Tate.  
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Another branch of the Yorke family lived in Bewerley near Pateley Bridge, and 

Hellifield near Skipton, where their descendants still live today. 

 

Richmond Politics in the 18th Century 

Richmond was a borough which returned two members to parliament from the 

Elizabethan charter of 1575 until the Reform Act of 1832. Both members were 

usually Whigs, and between 1722 and 1747 were John Yorke I, and his father in 

law, Sir Conyers Darcy, who from 1727 until his death owned Aske, the nearest 

large estate to Richmond. Coincidentally both men died in 1757. Their 

relationship is important to the building of Culloden Tower.  

 

Few of Richmond's parliamentary elections in the 18th century were contested, 

both members usually being returned unopposed. Voting in elections at that time 

was restricted to owners of the 273 burgage houses in the borough. The Yorke 

and Darcy families had bought up considerable numbers of burgage houses, 

which they leased to suitable occupiers while retaining the voting rights 

themselves. In 1773, the Yorkes owned 53 burgages.  

 

It seems that Richmond townspeople were quite happy with this 'pocket 

borough' arrangement:  members of both the Yorke and the Darcy families are 

referred to in contemporary documents with respect and, apparently, with 

affection. However, if the Jacobites had won the Battle of Culloden, Whig 

families would have lost not only their parliamentary seats, but also their country 

seats and property. John Yorke had good reason to commemorate the Hanoverian 

victory with a splendid piece of unnecessary architecture.  
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The two Whig families were destined to lose their parliamentary seats in any 

case. Sir Conyers Darcy had no son, and left Aske to his nephew, Lord 

Holderness, who sold the estate in 1760 to Sir Lawrence Dundas. The Dundas 

family was of Scottish descent, and had made money in trade. They hoped to 

enter parliament, and were seeking a pocket borough to fulfil this ambition. The 

Aske estate provided just such an opportunity. They eventually bought up a total 

of 161 burgage houses in Richmond, and used their monopoly of votes to 

nominate the members for both parliamentary seats. Thus from 1760 there were 

no Yorkes in parliament. Though the Dundas MPs were also Whigs, they were of 

a different political generation, younger and more aggressive. The building of 

Culloden Tower therefore marks the peak of the old order of Whig 

parliamentarians. 

 

The overmantel in the Classical room formerly contained an oil painting, now 

destroyed, but fortunately photographed in a damaged state. The photograph is in 

the possession of the former owner of the Culloden Tower. The picture is a still 

life composed of many objects, and is a 'memento mori'; Mr Richard Green, 

Curator of York City Art Gallery thought it probably of the Dutch school and of 

17th century date, in which case it is older than Culloden Tower. On a cloth, 

apparently over a table, is a partially burnt legal document with a seal, an inkwell 

and quill pen, a stalk of wheat, also a small box on which rests a skull, with 

behind it a sword, an hour glass, a candlestick and a large tome with a clasp. At 

the back, a 'cello leans up against the table, and on the other side is a globe. 
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Photograph of the ‘memento mori’ oil painting that once hung above the 

mantelpiece at Culloden Tower. (‘Memento mori’ means literally “a 

reminder of death”:  the genre presents reminders of human mortality as 

a reminder to live life well.) 
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Recent History of the Culloden Tower 
 

After the Yorkes sold Culloden Tower to Leonard Jaques in 1821 it went to Mr 

Smurthwaite, a wine and spirit merchant in Richmond and then to Canon Lawson, 

his nephew. It was sold after his death to Mrs Murray in 1950. Vandalism was 

then a problem for many years. The lead was stolen from the roof in Canon 

Lawson's time. In 1962 the Tower was re-roofed in asphalt, but this leaked, 

which led to an outbreak of dry rot in the top of the building, causing the collapse 

of half of the plaster ceiling. Vandals threw the pinnacles down from the roof top 

and burnt the picture over the chimney piece in the top bedroom. They also tore 

up floorboards, smashed the carved woodwork of the fireplaces and damaged the 

plasterwork. On a cold day in winter 1975, architectural historian Richard 

Hewlings also ‘broke in without difficulty, and found a fire of wood carvings 

prepared in the middle of the floor. As I was wearing several coats I had many 

pockets to fill. If the building was to be demolished or burned down I would have 

kept the carvings as souvenirs, but when I heard that it was to be rescued I 

wrote to Sir John, and took them in to the office in Deans Yard.’1 The Landmark 

Trust acquired the tower from Mrs Murray’s daughter, Miss Murray, on 19 

September 1981.   

 

In October 1981 work to restore the building began. The Tower is now once 

again roofed in lead and the weathervane has been put back copied from a 

postcard of c.1900). The ground floor was changed from a rough cattle shed into 

what it is now. A second window was made in the hay loft which is now the 

kitchen. The two principle rooms were extensively repaired and returned to their 

original state.  

 

How the work was done is explained in the photographs which were mostly 

taken by the architect of the restoration, Martin Stancliffe, who forty years later 

in 2012, became a Landmark trustee. 

 
1 Email to CS, 12 February 2015. 
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The Restoration of Culloden Tower 
 

In 1981 the Culloden Tower was in a sad state of decay. The roof had leaked, 

causing dry rot in the roof timbers. This, in turn, had led to half the ceiling in the 

top room falling in. In this room too, a Dutch painting over the fireplace had been 

burned by vandals. Plasterwork and carved woodwork had been picked off and 

trampled on. Floorboards were torn up. Several pinnacles on the roof parapet had 

been thrown down. The base of the tower was used as a cattle shed and hay 

loft. 

 

The first priority was clearly to make the building sound and weather-proof. The 

roof was renewed in lead. New pinnacles were made for the parapet, which also 

needed some repair. Some other sections of stonework were very worn - the 

main cornice, for example, no longer shed water properly, allowing wet into the 

walls to do further damage. New stone was let in, and the whole building was 

repointed. Finally, a new weather vane was made, a copy of the original one 

which could be seen in a postcard of about 1900. 

 

Since the tower was to be made habitable, some rearrangement was needed 

inside, but done in such a way as to respect the original design. The empty 

square base of the tower was clearly the best place to put a kitchen, with enough 

space for a bathroom and second bedroom below. There was no access from this 

lower part to the spiral stair leading to the upper floors, however, so new 

doorways had to be knocked through. A new window was made to give extra 

light to the kitchen, and the existing windows were given new stone surrounds. 

The floors and partitions on the two lowest floors are all new, of course. 

 

The stair itself needed a lot of repair, but the major part of the work inside the 

tower, and by far the most important, lay in the restoration of the two richly 

decorated upper rooms. As much as possible of the original work was saved by 

careful repair. Luckily, enough of the top room ceiling survived for castings to be 

taken from it, to recreate the whole design in new plaster. 
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Next came the fireplaces and overmantels. Several fragments of carving lay on 

the floor, which formed the basis for the new work. By studying these, and by 

tracing the marks left where mouldings had been picked off, the woodcarver, 

Dick Reid of York, was able to piece together and reconstruct the design. To 

help, there were some old photographs of the tower before it was so damaged. It 

is now almost impossible to tell which is the new work and which the original. 

 

Luckily the doors, and particularly the shutters, were in reasonably good condition 

and only needed minor repair to put them into working order. This good state of 

preservation was due in part to the lead paint with which they had always been 

painted. When repainting, therefore, the same white lead paint has been used. 

Traditional paints have also been used on the walls, in colours known to have 

been used in the 18th century. 

 

The final task was to improve the access; great care was taken to make the drive 

and parking place as unobtrusive as possible, so that the setting of the tower 

would not be changed. The gates on the road were also repaired. 

 

The architect for the restoration was Martin Stancliffe, of York. The main 

contractor was William Anelay Ltd, also of York, and the decorative plasterwork 

was repaired by W. Salter of T.E. Ashworth Ltd. The work was completed in 

1982. 
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From the South East about 1905 

From the North October 1981 From the North June 1981 

From the South East about 1981 
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The Gate, before 

 

Door and window and North side, before 
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The front door, before 
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Remaking the bottom bedroom window. Three stages: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1                                       2                            

3                            Condition of stonework, before                            
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Condition of main cornice stonework, before 

 

 

Main cornice restored  
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Inserting new main roof beam  

Main roof beam exposed From below 
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Inserting dowels for pinnacles 

 

Completion of leadwork and stonework on roof  
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The Upper Room, Intermediate Stages: 

 

The existing ceiling propped 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The roof structure exposed following 

removal of remaining plaster ceiling 

 

During construction work. The dry rot was 

worse than expected 
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Ceiling in Upper Room, before 

 

 

Restoring plasterwork, 1982 
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Original plasterwork salvaged from 

Upper Room ceiling before re-fixing 

Joinery repairs in Upper Room 
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Doorcase in Upper Room, before Fireplace in Gothic Room, before 

Fireplace in the upper room, before 
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Assembling salvaged fragments of carving from Gothic Room chimney piece 

 

 
 

Repair work to spiral staircase  
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Further material 
 

 

Extract from Cox’s Magna Brittanica – Yorkshire 1731  
 

 
 

continued next page 
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