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Summary

The inscription above the archway as you enter the Hospital announces that it was
founded by Margaret, Countess of Cumberland in 1593, and completed by her daughter,
Lady Anne Clifford. Queen Elizabeth gave her consent to the foundation in a special
charter. In this the need for a Hospital or Almshouse was explained: the Countess had
seen that there were "many old women in and around Skipton, decrepit and broken
down by old age, who were in the habit of begging for their daily bread". She wished to
offer them the protection of a roof over their heads, and a small income.

After the dissolution of the monasteries by Henry VIIl, there were no longer any
institutions to look after the poor and needy. Only in 1601 did the Poor Laws make this a
duty of local government. Until then, the poor depended purely on the charity of
individuals. It was up to the gentry and nobility to set an example in this work, and many
of them founded almshouses, to take care of the "deserving" poor. Even after the new
laws came in, there was still a need for decent free housing for the old, and almshouses
became a regular feature of village life.

The Countess of Cumberland intended her foundation to be for thirteen poor widows: a
Mother and twelve Sisters. By her death in 1616, however, only the round building was
completed. This contained accommodation for the Mother, who had a tiny bedroom as
well as a living room, and for six of the Sisters, with one room each. All the rooms had
fireplaces. In the centre of the building, and at the heart of the women's daily lives, was
the chapel, in which prayers were said each morning by a specially-appointed Reader. Its
unusual design was possibly inspired by the round churches built by the Knights Templar,
such as that in the City of London.

The furniture in the chapel today was provided by Lady Anne Clifford, Countess of
Pembroke, who continued her mother's work at Beamsley. In a deed of 1631, Lady Anne
stated that she had, after her mother's death, "erected the greatest part of the said
hospital". This refers to the long range facing the road, which used to contain six
dwellings, each with a tiny attic. It is possible that she also put the finishing touches to
the round building, in addition to furnishing it; and she certainly put the Hospital's
finances in order.

The Hospital's income came from two farms, the rents from which kept the buildings in
repair and paid the allowances promised to the Mother and each of the Sisters, and to
the Reader. To begin with their management was the responsibility of the Mother, but
this later passed to the agent of the Skipton Castle Estate, representing the Castle's
owner, who was hereditary Chairman of the Trustees. All the Hospital papers, however,
were stored in a painted chest in the Mother's room. This still exists, although sadly for
its safety it is no longer kept in the building.

The almswomen's lives were lived according to the Rules set out by Lady Anne. How
little these changed over the centuries can be seen by comparing the original version
(page 7), as recorded by Lady Anne in 1665, with the printed Orders hanging on the wall
in the entrance passage, dated 1929.
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By the 1950s the buildings at Beamsley were old-fashioned and inadequate, and most of
the rooms were empty. A programme of modernisation was carried out 1958-60, and for
a few years after this, the Hospital was full. Then numbers started to fall again. With the
arrival of Council Retirement Homes and Sheltered Housing, the elderly no longer needed
the Countess of Cumberland's protection.

In 1983, the Hospital Trustees decided to pass the buildings on to the Landmark Trust,
as a charity which specialises in the care of historic buildings. After restoration, the long
range is now let to two permanent tenants, while the round building is let for holidays to
parties of up to five people, who can live briefly in these curious rooms, with the quiet
central chapel in their midst.

Restoration

When the Landmark Trust took on Beamsley Hospital in 1983, the upper building was
basically in sound condition. The main job to be done was the repair of the roof. The
stone slates were stripped off, and put on one side for re-use. All the joinery was
checked and repaired, before the slates were put back. Laying them evenly on a
continuous curve was a very tricky job.

The building consists of two stone drums, one inside the other, with the inner drum,
containing all the chimneys, rising up through the roof of the outer. The top of the inner
drum also contains the windows of the chapel. Its walls had been rendered with cement
in 1960, but this was now cracked and broken. It was all cleaned off, therefore, and the
stonework beneath repaired and repointed. The chimneys were also repointed. To begin
with, these were left without their odd assortment of chimney pots, but looked curiously
stumpy and unfinished without them. Once they were back in place, the building
regained its full character.

In 1958-60, new partitions had been inserted, to provide small kitchens and bathrooms
for the almswomen. These were now stripped out to return the building to more nearly
its original arrangement of seven wedge-shaped rooms, all but two opening into the
chapel. The uses of the rooms have changed, however, to provide the separate sitting,
sleeping, cooking, washing and eating rooms which are more appropriate for the
Hospital's modern use as a single holiday dwelling.

At the same time, modern fireplaces were stripped out to reveal the Elizabethan openings
behind. New elm floorboards were laid in place of modern softwood floors. New leaded
lights were provided for all the windows. A new kitchen and bathroom were installed and
the building was redecorated throughout, and furnished in an appropriate manner.

The chapel remains just as it was, little changed since the 17th century, complete with
bible and hymn books. A record exists of the doors being painted in "grained oak colour"
in 1810. The new doors in the rest of the building have been painted to match. The bell,
inscribed ‘SOLI DEO GLORIA [Glory to God alone] 1675’ that called in residents to
prayer still hangs in the roofspace.

Outside, concrete has been replaced by new stone paving. The roadside building has also
been restored, and converted into two cottages which now provide homes for local
people.
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The Rules of Beamsley Hospital in 1665

1.

That Prayers be daily said everie morning about Eight or Nyne a Clock by the
Reader for the tyme being. And that the mother and all the Twelve Sisters give
their constant attendance at the said Prayers and none of them to be absent at
any tyme unless in Case of Sickness or other urgent occasions.

. That none of the Sisters be out of the house without the leave of the Reader who

Prayeth with them and the mother of the said Almshouse.

. That none of their children or grandchildren or any other shall lye with the Sisters

in the said Almshouse without the leave of the said Reader or mother wch leave
shall not be granted but only in case of Sickness or other Reasonable occasion.

That the out doors of the AlImshouse may be constantly locked up everie night at
Eight a Clock in the winter and Nyne in the somer and not to be opened in the
morning till Seven a Clock in the winter and Six in the somer.

. That none of the Sisters do Run on the Score in the Towne because they have

their allowance paid them constantly.

. That the Almshouse court be swept over everie week, and the runnells and

watercourses about it kept clean.

. That the mother allso herself observe these orders.

. That the mother and Sisters do all of them Indevour to live peaceably and quietly

among themselves.

. That if any difference shall arise amongst any of the Sisters or mother and Sisters,

Itt may be determined between the Major Part of themselves and the Reader, and
in case they cannot end itt then to be refered to the Countess of Pembroke while
she liveth and after her death such differences to be referred to the owner of
Skipton Castle for the tyme being.

10.That if the mother or any of the Twelve Sisters shall wilfully break any of these

11

orders that for the first fault they shall forfeit a fortnights Allowance to be abated
out of the next moneys they are to Receive, and equally divided one half to the
Informer and the other half to the poor of the Towne, and for the second fault to
be expelled the house.

.When any other is to succeed in the house they shall submitt to these orders or

else they shall not be admitted.
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Introduction

The inscription above the entrance to Beamsley Hospital says that it was founded
by Margaret, Countess of Cumberland in 1593, and completed by her daughter,
Lady Anne Clifford.

The foundation, of twelve poor women and a Mother, continued nearly
unchanged, under rules laid down by Lady Anne, for three hundred and ninety

years.

The buildings look almost exactly as they did when they were first built. There
are two: the round one, further from the road, with a chapel in the centre, is the
earlier, built at the time of the original foundation by the Countess of Cumberland.
The other, more conventional, range with the inscription on the entrance arch,
was built by Lady Anne Clifford after her mother's death in 1616 and before
1631.

The whole of the Hospital was bought by the Landmark Trust in November 1983,
but only the round building is let for holidays; the long range is lived in by
permanent tenants. Repairs to both were carried out in 1985-6 under the

direction of Martin Stancliffe Architects of York.
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The Documents

When the Landmark Trust took over Beamsley Hospital in 1983 there was an
early 19th century painted chest in the chapel, which contained accounts and
letter books. It was obvious, though, that some had been removed. Deeds, maps,
and letters mentioned by Lady Anne Clifford's biographer, Dr. G.C. Williamson,
who wrote her life in 1920, were not there; nor were two sixteenth century
leather boxes and seals which were illustrated in the biography. By a stroke of
great good fortune these turned up in 1990 in Skipton, in a tin box saved from
the rubbish heap when the solicitor to the Trustees of the Hospital was clearing

out his cellars.

The earliest papers in the tin box are deeds, with seals of Queen Elizabeth |
attached to them, relating to the two farms, Fairfields and Ireton, that provided
Beamsley Hospital with its income. There are also accounts, giving details of the
money spent on the fabric of the Hospital, from 1681-1725, 1790 and 1807-
1831. The early accounts, of 1681-1725, are written in a tall, vellum-covered
ledger, whose interest is enhanced by the entry for 16th February 1684: 'Pade
for this Folio book £0 2s 9d.” Then there are letter books with applications for
admission to the Hospital, between 1684 and 1950, and correspondence
between the agent at Skipton Castle and the Hospital inhabitants from 1916-

1940 - all interesting as social history.

The original Elizabethan charter is at present, unfortunately, lost; but other
documents are amongst the archives of the Yorkshire Archaeological Society at
Claremont in Leeds, including Lady Anne's description of the Hospital, and rules
for the inmates, written in 1665 for Charles Il. The contents of the Beamsley

Hospital box have been deposited there as well.
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The Founders of Beamsley Hospital

The Countess of Cumberland, founder of the Hospital, was born Margaret Russell,
daughter of the Earl of Bedford, and a member of one of the dynamic new rich
families that had gained power under Henry VIII - the owners, incidentally, of the
Endsleigh estate in Devonshire, where two buildings are now Landmarks. Lady
Margaret's husband, George Clifford, Earl of Cumberland, was a member of the
old aristocracy: the Cliffords were a power in the north of England with great
estates and castles there from the reign of Edward |I. Cumberland spent much of
his time at the court of Queen Elizabeth, whose Champion he became in 1590.
He also organised and led several expeditions to the New World and commanded
one of the ships that defeated the Armada. It was characteristic of his Queen
that any profits arising from his exploits went to her, while the expenses were

born by him. He died hugely in debt.

The Countess, meanwhile, appears as an altogether quieter person, eclipsed by
her husband and, in the eyes of posterity, by her only surviving child, Lady Anne
Clifford, born at Skipton Castle in 1590. In most accounts of Lady Anne, her
mother is portrayed as having had little purpose in life beyond the bringing up of
her daughter, and this may have been her own estimation of herself as well. She
certainly saw to it that Lady Anne's education was thorough in every way, both
academic and social, and that she married a nobleman of equal birth and wealth
in the young Earl of Dorset. More than that, in the years after the Earl of
Cumberland's death in 1605, she devoted herself to championing their daughter's
cause as his heir, amassing all the historical and genealogical information she

could find to support this.

Intelligent, studious, fond of reading and study, careful with money - at least in

comparison to her husband - and something of a Puritan in religion, the Countess
would not be the first such woman to be accused by some of being dull. She can
hardly be blamed if, after the death of two young sons (which according to Lady

Anne 'did so much afflict her as that ever after the booke of Jobe was her dayly

11
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Margaret, Countess of Cumberland 1560-1616

George, 3" Earl of Cumberland 1558-1605
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companion'), followed a few years later by a distinctly unfriendly separation from
her husband, she became slightly obsessed with grooming her only daughter for a

great position in life.

In return, her daughter was to endow her with such saint-like qualities that it is
difficult to bring her alive. Her only account of herself, quoted by Georgina
Blakiston in Woburn and the Russells (1980), is a tragic outpouring to her
chaplain, written no doubt on some occasion when her troubles seemed
overwhelming. In this she compared her life 'to a dance that she called the
Pilgrimage of Grief.” Following early sorrow at the death of her mother, she was
married when seventeen and taken to live in the still largely Catholic north,
'separated from all | knew in a country contrary to my religion.” Of her husband
she wrote that 'our mind met not but in contrarys and thoughts of
discontentment', charting the breakdown of what had begun as a happy

marriage.

There are occasional glimpses of a more cheerful and lively personality, however.
Her daughter spoke of her charm; she befriended poets - Spenser dedicated
verses to her, as did Samuel Daniel whom she employed as her daughter's tutor -
and is said to have written poetry herself. Georgina Blakiston records her in later
life 'dabbling in alchemy, compounding medicines for her dependents.’ In Lady
Anne’s Way (1985) Patrick Eyres also says she was 'deeply interested in alchemy
and natural medicine' and credited with 'discovering many excellent medicines.’
In addition, she commissioned a most unusual and interesting building for her

charitable foundation at Beamsley.

It is said that she controlled her husband's estates during his absences abroad,
presumably in the years before 1590, when she left Skipton Castle to live in
London, where she remained during the years of their separation. She clearly
came to have a high regard for the Clifford inheritance. After the Earl's death in

1605, she once again left London and the south, and her own relations, to live in

13
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the old castle at Brougham, a decision which must have called for some strength
of character. From then until her own death in 1616 she managed the Clifford
estates in Westmorland which had been settled on her for life as her jointure, and

which she hoped to pass to her daughter.

The result of all this was that Lady Anne grew up deeply proud of her ancestry
and her family's northern estates, and very aware that, as by ancient entail they
could descend through the female line, she would, one day, inherit them. But
when Cumberland died he left his property, not to her, but to his brother and his
brother's male heirs. Only if the male line failed would the estates revert to Lady
Anne. His aim was to leave the payment of his debts and the salvaging of the
estates in more experienced hands than those of his young daughter, for whom

he provided generously, but his will was strictly illegal.

Most people accepted its practical intentions, including James |, but not Lady
Anne or her mother, who contested it forcefully and consistently. Despite
spending much of her youth at court, and making two grand marriages in the
south, first to the Earl of Dorset, and then to the Earl of Pembroke and
Montgomerie, Lady Anne was single minded in her wish to gain possession of her
inheritance in the north, which she was convinced was hers. Her case seemed
hopeless until, in 1643, her nephew died without a male heir and so she finally
inherited. In 1649, when she was nearly sixty, she went north, where she

remained till her death in 1676, aged eighty six.

Lady Anne was a small woman, less than five foot tall, marked by the small pox,
and in later life always plainly dressed in coarse black serge, but she had a will of
iron and she became a legend. She kept a diary and in it she gives an account of
her extensive building works. Between 1652 and 1662 she repaired her castles of
Appleby, Brougham, Brough and Skipton, which were in ruins; Pendragon, which
was burnt down by the Scots in the reign of Edward lIll, she rebuilt; she even
repairedBardon Tower which belonged to her cousin. In 1651 she founded more

almshouses at Appleby, which, like Beamsley, were for poor women. She almost

14
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rebuilt two churches in Appleby, one of them, St. Lawrence's, containing a fine
alabaster figure commemorating her mother, and the heraldic tomb that she
designed for herself. She rebuilt Skipton Church steeple; Ninekirk church she
pulled down and rebuilt " bigger than it was before'; she repaired the chapels at

Brougham and Mallerstang.

She paid attention to every detail of the running of her estate and built new water
mills at Sillersden, near Beamsley, and at Brough. Whether she was entirely
popular with her tenants is doubtful; she could be a hard landlord; but there is a
nice story of her insisting on a tenant giving her a chicken which was part of his

rent and, when he reluctantly did so, asking him to dine with her and eat it.

Like some medieval magnate, she moved round, carried on a horse litter, from
one castle to another, with her train of some three hundred retainers. When she
arrived she held court at whichever castle she was at as though she was royal.
Shrewd, indomitable, conservative in every sense, she was a throw- back to an
earlier, more patriarchal age; and at the same time, as Patrick Eyres has pointed
out, in her love for the wild northern landscape, she looked forward to the

romantics - Gothic Survival and Revival in one person.

Her diaries show her justifiably proud of her achievements. Whenever her children
or grandchildren came to stay they were taken to see the castles and sometimes
the almshouses. In 1654 she wrote in her diary that she took her second
daughter, Lady Northampton, and her husband, to Beamsley Hospital; in 1666,
her eldest daughter, Lady Thanet, was taken there with her three daughters, and
in 1670 her grandaughter, Lady Alethea Compton, aged nine, 'visited my

Almshouse at Beamsley, which she went in to see.’

15



Beamsley Hospital History Album

(pueqgsny pug) _EoEowEoé pue
aNoIquId Jo [avy ‘a8qaay dijiyg
(pueqgsny 38y ) 19810(] JO [1BY]
‘Qiaxeg preyoty

9¢ pose

AHOJAI'TO UNNV AAV'I

=
>
r
.
X

=
-
4Km
i

Lo £ S N

(pune) yreg jo ssojuno)) ‘[[ossny yraqezijs Ape’]

(june) YOIMIBAY JO SSAIUNO)) ‘[[9ssNY duuy Aper]

[qune) AqIa(] Jo $$2IUNOY)‘pIOFI[) Joesaey Aper]

(June) UOJIBYA SSOUOCIRE ‘PIOJJI) seourL] Aper]

(1oyjey) puepraqWIN JO [y ‘AHOJATTO ADHOTD

(19oyjowr) pueraquiny jo ssapuno) “TIISSNY LAUVITVIN AAVT
(Fayjoaq) qYOJII'T) GHO'T SIDNVYHI

(Heyr04q ) AYOJATTD JHALOH IS

EOEE R TR

& Gl G &8 & &

(ssouaaA0d) InojAR], ouuY SI
(1013 ) [Prue(y pnuwes

gl pode

JHOJAI'TO UNNV AAVT

16



Beamsley Hospital History Album

Anne Clifford’s books in the Great Picture, 1646

Cornelius Agrippa, The Vanity of the Arts and the Sciences, trans. J. Sandford,
1575

St. Augustine, The City of God, trans. J. Healy and dedicated the Earl of
Pembroke, 1620

The Bible

Boetius, De consolations Philosophia, 1619

Baldassare Castiglione, The Courtier, trans. Thomas Hoby , 1561
Camden Britannia, 1578

Cervantes, Don Quixotte ,trans. Shelton, 1612

Pierre Charron, Book of Wisdom, trans. S. Lennard, 1615
Chaucer’s Works

Henry Cuffe, Ages of Man’s Life, 1607

Samuel Daniel. The Chronicle of England in Prose, 1612

Samuel Daniel, Poetical Works

John Donne, Sermons and Poems, 1633

John Downham, Christian Warfare, 1612

Du Bartas, Divine Weekes and Workes, trans. J. Sylvester, 1611
Epictitus, The Manuel, trans J. Healy, 1616

Eusibius, History of the Church, trans. Hammer, 1619

Gerard’s Herbal, 1597

Godfrey of Boloigne, Caxton, 1481

Sir Fulke Greville’s Works, 1633

George Hakewell, Apology of the Power of God, 1627

George Herbert’s Poems, 1631

Ben Jonson’s Works, 1616

King, Bishop of Winchester’'s Sermons, 1606

Montaigne’s Essays, trans. John Florio, 1603

Abraham Ortelius, Theatre of the World, (maps), 1603

Ovid, Metamorphoses, trans. Sandys, 1632

Plessis du Mornay, Discourse of life and Death, 1592

Plutarch’s Lives, trans. Sir John North, 1605

The Psalms, trans George Sandby, 1636

Loys de Roy, The Variety of Things, trans. R. Ashley, 1594
Seneca’s Works, trans. Thomas Lodge, 1614

Sir Philip Sidney, Arcadia, 1593

Spencer’s Works, 1609

George Strode, Anatomy of Mortality

Sir Henry Wotton, Booke of Architecture, 1624
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Two portraits of Lady Anne Clifford,
1590-1676. Above, Lady Anne aged
30 and below in 1646, aged 56
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The Rules of Beamsley Hospital in 1665

1.

That Prayers be daily said everie morning about Eight or Nyne a Clock by the
Reader for the tyme being. And that the mother and all the Twelve Sisters give
their constant attendance at the said Prayers and none of them to be absent at
any tyme unless in Case of Sickness or other urgent occasions.

. That none of the Sisters be out of the house without the leave of the Reader who

Prayeth with them and the mother of the said Almshouse.

. That none of their children or grandchildren or any other shall lye with the Sisters

in the said Almshouse without the leave of the said Reader or mother wch leave
shall not be granted but only in case of Sickness or other Reasonable occasion.

That the out doors of the AlImshouse may be constantly locked up everie night at
Eight a Clock in the winter and Nyne in the somer and not to be opened in the
morning till Seven a Clock in the winter and Six in the somer.

. That none of the Sisters do Run on the Score in the Towne because they have

their allowance paid them constantly.

. That the Almshouse court be swept over everie week, and the runnells and

watercourses about it kept clean.

. That the mother allso herself observe these orders.

. That the mother and Sisters do all of them Indevour to live peaceably and quietly

among themselves.

. That if any difference shall arise amongst any of the Sisters or mother and Sisters,

Itt may be determined between the Major Part of themselves and the Reader, and
in case they cannot end itt then to be refered to the Countess of Pembroke while
she liveth and after her death such differences to be referred to the owner of
Skipton Castle for the tyme being.

10.That if the mother or any of the Twelve Sisters shall wilfully break any of these

11

orders that for the first fault they shall forfeit a fortnights Allowance to be abated
out of the next moneys they are to Receive, and equally divided one half to the
Informer and the other half to the poor of the Towne, and for the second fault to
be expelled the house.

.When any other is to succeed in the house they shall submitt to these orders or

else they shall not be admitted.

19



Beamsley Hospital History Album

e A Pt the Landes neere Hanvoonld iuYorkﬂ)irc,wluirh
e beloug to tht Alaicthoufe af Beamfley in the Gue Conntic,and age
now in the pllelfion of Tolin Coniflon, or his aflignes, by Leale a0
1 from the R Hono™ A pye Ladic Clifford Countelle Dowagerof
A. chlnbmitgl)orﬁ-ﬂ,g Montgomeric,sc: vuder y'yearly Rent of
B so: .*Autf dhiis Mapp thereof was i de,by her Latappointaen,
the 13- of Tune i 1667:for v v of § Mother s 12:Siflers of thavw
{id Mnlﬂhlﬁ‘. &

0. j

B, 0%
! A “The Dwelling Houle, Outheufes Fid. iarden, pamry
‘ ‘c'} B | The Orchand.ov o o N’} 5_ 1- 100y
¢ C | 'The vpper Well Clole containing
o“ D | The Laith Clofe containi e 3—o—3L
|': '111(‘\}('“ Clofe. o oy~ “Dhee Cloks
F {The Cowlland. o 4—o0—1b: abé callol
G {The Bank Clofea____ 4= 0-—=30: the [)n-_.!“
H {The Pafture.a 19~ 07 Eaft=feikt.
I PaveRadlinge 7 9
K Nether Welt Clofes — 8~ 3—20
L | Meane C‘oﬁ'k_ —— 43~ 25}
M| Toad Holeo [ 1-31
N| Toad ‘l(’ll‘x & a- 15
”S.\llu’:ﬁnu coutaines mall feyventy erght W 9in

T meres,one rood.and nineteene peaccles,

O | Harwood Comnuon, whecof the Riflors of o
thisFaeue ave priviledged to tabein twelve
Acees,and improve thefame totheir owne ao

advantage, and to have Libertie of Coffion
therebelides,

The River of Wharfe,

pearcher

20



Beamsley Hospital History Album

The Founding of the Hospital and its History

In 1593, the year it was founded, Queen Elizabeth | granted Beamsley Hospital a
special charter. The charter, which is lost, but which is quoted in translation by
Dr. G.C. Williamson in his biography of Lady Anne, tells how the hospital was
established by the Countess of Cumberland for the protection of the 'many poor
women in and around Skipton, decrepit and broken down by old age, who were
in the habit of begging for their daily bread.’ In the Skipton area the homeless
poor would have been particularly in evidence, having lost the protection of

Bolton Abbey when Henry VIII dissolved the monasteries.

Although the Countess had bought some land to support her foundation and to
pay for its buildings, progress with these was slow. Perhaps other, family,
troubles took over. At her death in 1616 the Hospital was only half finished and
in her will she desired 'that the almshouse which | have taken order for may be

perfected', a charge clearly laid on her daughter.

Long before she inherited and came to live in the north, therefore, Lady Anne
Clifford was looking after Beamsley Hospital, and its finances, a task which she
carried out with characteristic thoroughness: her arrangements lasted until 1900.
To begin with, the Hospital's income was the rent from the farm bought by the
Countess, Fairfield's, which lies south of the river Wharfe, three miles east of
Harewood House. But this was a small farm of only 86 acres and in 1631 Lady
Anne and her second husband, Lord Pembroke, bought another farm of 127 acres
called Ireton, later Hazleton, near Duffield, north of Derby, and made it over to
the Hospital. The same deed shows that, besides organising the finances, Lady

Anne had completed the buildings.

After the Restoration, Charles Il asked for the particulars of all the almshouses in
the country and Lady Anne produced a detailed description in 1665. She

explained how the Hospital was founded, how it was financed by the farm rents,
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how it was administered and she gave the rules according to which the poor

women were to live.

There were to be thirteen of them, twelve sisters and a Mother. The rules (which
she claimed to have made herself, but they were probably along lines set out by
her mother) are almost exactly the same as those hanging on the wall in the
entrance passage dated 1929. The sisters were to attend prayers every day, read
by an appointed (male) Reader, and live peacefully together; they were not to
incur debts in the town; if there were differences between them they were to be
referred to Lady Anne or whoever owned Skipton Castle. They were not to leave
the hospital nor have friends or relations to stay without permission. The doors
were to be locked between 8pm and 6am; the place was to be kept clean and in

good order.

The Mother was to be responsible both for the discipline of the sisters and for the
financial running of the Hospital, with support from the outside figure of the
Reader. The rents were paid directly to her 'at fower feastes in the yeare in the
Chappell of the Hospital' and were put into the chest in the Mother's room. There
is a small payment in the accounts whenever the rents were paid, so presumably

the tenants were fed.

The relationship between the Mother and the Reader must from the beginning
have been difficult, particularly if the Mother was illiterate, which she sometimes
was; certainly in 1694 Anne Brookbank, Mother, signed herself with her mark. It
is not surprising that by the eighteenth century, the rents were collected by the
Reader and finally the Hospital and the farms were administered from the estate

offices in Skipton Castle.
This shift in responsibility was perhaps partly due to a change in attitude to
women in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, but it may have been

triggered by a row that upset the calm of the Hospital in 1687. In a document
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signed by Lord Thanet, the 'great abuses at the Hospital' are described. It seems
that when an inhabitant died the Mother continued to draw her pension, and gave
it, perhaps to the family of the dead woman, or perhaps to a sister who had not
yet been accepted, while what she should have done was to put it into the chest

to swell the fund for repairs to the buildings.

In the description of 1665 Lady Anne Clifford says that the sisters are to receive
£6 a year and the Mother and the Reader £8 each. The income from the farms
was £90, leaving only £2 a year for repairs and general outgoings, obviously not
enough unless augmented by 'vacancy money.’ In 1718 the figures were exactly
the same; but by 1812 agriculture was booming and the allowances had
increased to £20 for the Reader, who had overtaken the Mother who only got
£18, while the sisters received 16 each. In 1819 the Hospital's income from
the farm was £335 and there is a note in the accounts saying: 'an advance from
£16 to £20 is now made in the widows' salary, exclusive of the coals, due to the
high rents.” The salaries remained at that for about a hundred years. In 1929 the

widows received £23 and in 1940, £26.

Occasionally echoes from the outside world can be heard in the accounts. Anger
against the landlord's enclosure of the common land appears early. In 1697
Christopher Pike, the tenant of Fairfield farm, had £5 abated of his rent towards
the cost of enclosing part of Harewood Common by a fence which was
afterwards thrown down. In 1712 he was paid £10 for enclosing 12 acres of
Common on Harewood Moor, belonging to the Hospital, which was again thrown

down. Common land was still a point of contention in a letter of 1881.

In 1818, the Charity Commissioners were set up to enquire into the many ancient
charities in England and Wales. The first Report, of 1820, gives an account of
Beamsley Hospital which is little different from that of 1665. The income still
comes from the two farms, though some capital raised from the sale of timber on

one of them in 1809 has, after repairs to the buildings, been invested in
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Thomas Tufton, 6™ Earl of Thanet, grandson of Lady Anne
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government Stocks. The buildings are in a good state, the numbers of
almswomen are kept up. In later reports, some minor problems were noted. In
1820, there had been some surplus of income which was being put aside for the
repair of the farm buildings. In the 1850s, no account of this could be found.
Moreover, the Mother was not living in the Hospital at all, but in Skipton, and
another of the sisters was also 'non-resident.” In 1886, Rev. A.P. Howes wrote
to the Charity Commissioners that five of the sisters non-resident, although three,

he believed, had been excused on grounds of ill-health.

By 1893, however, things had improved. All the sisters were resident. A water
supply had been laid on by the Duke of Devonshire, whose Bolton Abbey estate is
nearby, 'to the benefit of the inmates, who were formerly obliged to fetch their
water from an outside well.” The widows' only complaint was that several large
sycamores growing round the buildings made the rooms cold and dark, even in

summer.

Meanwhile, there had been changes in the ownership of Skipton Castle. Lady
Anne Clifford had no surviving son, so on her death the estate went to her eldest
daughter and son-in-law, the Earl and Countess of Thanet. The last Earl of Thanet
died unmarried in 1849. He had, however, in France, an illegitimate son, Richard,
who took the family name of Tufton by deed poll and, when his father died,

inherited 30,000 acres. Richard Tufton's son was created Lord Hothfield in 1881.

About 1900 the two farms settled on Beamsley by Lady Anne were sold and the
Hospital's income from then on came from the invested capital. The link with

Skipton Castle continued, however, until in 1955 the Skipton estate was sold to
pay death duties when the 2nd Lord Hothfield died. Beamsley Hospital continued
under Trustees, but it was gradually becoming less popular: by 1980 there was
only one inhabitant. Soon afterwards, the Trustees suggested that the Landmark

Trust might take it on, which they did in November, 1983.
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The Buildings

The two buildings that make up the Hospital stand quite separately. The round
one is the earlier, built by the Countess of Cumberland soon after the foundation.
It is also the more interesting, being the only round almshouse in the country.
Although simple, it is not a vernacular building. The round plan has an ancient
and most sacred pedigree in Christian architecture. Going back to the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem and other Early Christian churches in ltaly, it
lived on in the medieval round churches built by the order of the Knights Templar,
of which there are three in England - the most famous being the Temple Church
in London, with others at Temple, Northampton and at Little Maplestead, Essex.
Another round church, in Cambridge, is thought to be connected with the order

of St John.

It was thus a choice with strong religious symbolism, influenced too by the
romantic medievalism of late Elizabethans such as the Earl and Countess of
Cumberland. This led not only to Spenser's Fairy Queen and a revival of jousting
but to a renewal of the medieval idea of a hospital in which the old were cared
for as well as the sick, and where the chapel occupied a central position, uniting
piety with health. This medieval outlook, incidentally, was also to have a

profound influence on the life of Lady Anne herself.

It is tempting, but perhaps fanciful, to see in this building in remote Yorkshire, a
knowledge of similar ideas of the perfect ecclesiastical plan which were being
developed by architects in Italy under the influence of the rediscovered buildings
of the Romans. Among these were a number of round temples, seen as
symbolising the earth, from which, in the words of Palladio 'human generation is
subsisted.’ Italian books of architecture such as Palladio's, and especially those
by Serlio, were arriving in England at this time, both directly and indirectly via the

Low Countries.
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Above all, the Elizabethans delighted in conceits or puns, building houses, for
instance with their plan forming the letter E for Elizabeth, or in the form of a
triangle to symbolise the Trinity. Sir John Summerson in Architecture in Britain
71530-7830 points out that the 'craving to objectify some symbolic or
genealogical or merely geometrical idea is an essential aspect of the Elizabethan
genius.’ It is possible that the round almshouse at Beamsley is, in addition to its
religious overtones, a purely heraldic conceit, representing one of the six round
annulets of the Viteripontes, whose arms are impailed on the Clifford shield. Their
great northern estates came to the Cliffords through a Viteriponte heiress and the

Cliffords were extremely proud of their Viteriponte ancestors.

The other part of the Hospital, the 'lower house' was built by Lady Anne Clifford
before 1631. In a deed of that date, she states that since the death of her
parents she had 'erected the greatest part of the said Hospital.” The row of small
dwellings is very similar to her later almshouses at Appleby. On the front she
placed one of the finely-lettered inscriptions which are to be found on most of her

buildings. It is likely that Lady Anne also provided the furniture for the chapel.

In her description of 1665 Lady Anne describes the rooms in Beamsley Hospital.
She says that the sisters

"who reside in that Parte of the sayd house wch was built by my said late
mother have each of them one handsome Roome therein and each of them a
garden. And those of them who Resyde in that Parte of the sayd house wch
was built by me have each of them Two handsome Roomes and a Garden
thereunto belonging. There is also a mother who hath two Roomes and a
garden for her own use. There is also a Convenient Chapell, And handsome
walks sett with yew hedges for shade for the said widowes use."

Lady Anne's description is a romantic one, but it also reflects the expectations of
the ordinary people of the day. Seventeenth century cottages were often tiny. In
the round house, each '"handsome room' is a wedge shaped room, 16ft wide

narrowing to 6ft, and 11ft deep. The diameter of the chapel is 15ft. The rooms in
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Lady Anne's part of the Hospital are 9ft square and the second room, which

could never have been handsome, is an attic the same size, reached by a ladder.

By the time of the 1893 Charity Commissioners' report, these attics are described
as being 'very tiny', and used only for lumber. Their expectations for the poor
were obviously not that much different, however, from Lady Anne's. The rooms
are not praised, but they seem to be regarded as acceptable. It is pointed out that
the mother's room is larger than the others, with a bedroom partitioned off it. In
addition, each inmate has their own separate coal-house. The 'offices' (a row of
privies) were also outside, being shared between the two buildings. All in all, the

buildings 'though old, are of sound construction and in fairly good repair.’
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Maintaining the buildings

The accounts, which are detailed, give a picture of buildings and grounds being
carefully maintained. Each year, up to 1721, £2 was set aside, together with
'vacancy money', for running costs and maintenance. This paid for plastering and
pointing, reglazing windows, gathering moss and mossing, the moss being used
to bed the stone slates in the roof and presumably, since it appears so often in

the accounts, to stuff any draughty holes.

In the garden the well and the walls were dressed, and there are entries for
walling, ditching, clipping hedges, repairing the arbour and the gates and mending

the garden shears.

Inside the house, doors and windows were mended, locks were bought and beds
repaired. Sometimes an entry gives an insight into how the widows lived. There
are several mentions of ladders being mended not for garden use but for the
widows' rooms - mysterious until you remember the attics; the entry explains
how they reached them. Screens are also mentioned, used, presumably, round
the beds in the upper house where the widows, apart from the Mother, only had

one room.

In 1700, 1721, 1724 and 1810 four fairly major renovation programmes were
carried out. In 1700 four old chimneys in the lower house were pulled down and
new ones set up. In 1721 the mason, Wm. Gawthorpe, was paid £10 6s 1d 'for
walling 140 yards of ye side and end wall of ye lower Hospital at Beamsley at 1d
a yard as by agreement, ye said wall being very ruinous and ready to drop down,
and also for getting and loading stones, sand and for laying ye ground-work very
deep and strong.” His detailed account includes setting up one chimney pipe in
the lower house and getting 40 corner stones. The slater sent in a bill for 'laying
and pointing ye rigging being forced to take down all ye slates and rigging when

ye said wall was taken down.’ The rigging was the wooden infrastructure.
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In 1724 Wm. Gawthorpe was paid £13 16s 1d 'for taking down and rebuilding
one half of the lower house at Beamsley Hospital at the east end thereof it being
much shrunk from the timber and ready to fall, for getting stones, lime and sand,
making ovens, chimneys and other necessaries.” He was also paid £7 19s 3d for
work at the upper hospital: 'taking down two dubble chimney pipes belonging
four rooms one of which was taken down as low as the topp of the Mantle stone

and building the sound chimneys up again.’

In 1722 Christopher Pike, the farmer at Fairfields, was paid £40, for rebuilding 'a

good strong dwelling house upon ye farm.'

In 1775, a year for which we do not have the accounts, a laundry building was
erected between the two Hospital buildings, on the left of the path as you face
the upper house. The inmates were to take in washing, thus making the Hospital
more self-supporting. But the laundry was not a success: perhaps too far away
from its clients, it stood unused for many years. Then in 1969 a tree fell on it,

causing much damage, and it was demolished.

In 1810, after the sale of timber the previous year, £394 was paid for 'a new
roof over six of the apartments, new doors, plastering the rooms and building 12
coalhouses.” The stones were brought from Hazlewood (presumably from
Hazlewood farm in Derbyshire, though it seems a long way to come) and 13 tons
of slates were used. The carpenter's bill was £113 for 'new roof on Houses,
Stable, coal houses, making new doors, making new ceiling in chapel and fixing
pews etc. pillar for chandelier': also for “new and inside box for writings and

stand for ditto, hinges and 3 locks, £2 10s.’
Wm. Smith the painter's bill was £5 14s 7d and included '22 yards grained oak

colour, 12s; top of chapel, painted 2s; chest painting, 5s.” The chest that was in

the chapel in 1983 has a stand and three locks and is nicely painted.
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In February 1810 an orchard of 43 apple trees was planted, 42 dozen and 4
gooseberries were put in, no doubt as a hedge, a normal practice in the north at
this time, also 160 thorn quicks. Sadly nothing remains either of Lady Anne's

yews, nor of the orchard.

For the next century and a half, scarcely anything changed. The water supply of
c.1890 produced a cold tap outside each building. In the 1930s it was extended
to turn three old privies beside the laundry into w.c.s. Later, one of the rooms in
the upper house was turned into a bathroom and electric light was laid on. Even
so, in 1958, Beamsley Hospital seemed primitive and old fashioned. An iron
range in each room was the only form of heating and the place was dark. So,
with advice from the Almshouses Association, the Trustees drew up plans for
repairs and internal alterations. These were carried out in 1961, with the aid of a

grant from the Pilgrim Trust.

The partition walls within the round building were changed so that instead of six
bed-sitting rooms and one bathroom, there were four bedrooms each with an
adjoining scullery containing an electric cooker and sink, and two bathrooms; the
ranges were replaced by new fireplaces. To let in more light, two small windows
were converted into two-light mullion windows. Outside, some coal-houses west
of the upper house were pulled down; and the old enclosing wall between the
lower house and the road was demolished, to improve the view. In the nineteenth
century, the stone over the archway, with Lady Anne's inscription on it, had been
replaced with a copy. In 1961 the original stone was found in perfect condition in

a rock garden nearby, and was put back.
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The Hospital in about 1950, with the outer wall still standing.
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Old postcards, perhaps of the 1930s. Over the arch is the
nineteenth century copy of Lady Anne’s inscription.
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The small building on the left of the picture is the laundry, built in 1775,
with the privies beside it.
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The laundry after a tree had fallen on it in 1969.
It was afterwards demolished.

The upper Hospital in the 1950s, showing some of the coal houses
that have been removed.
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The second lady from the left is Mrs Russell, whose grand-

daughter remembers visiting her.
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The Inmates

More is known about the Hospital building than about the people who lived in it;

but through the years we find some glimpses of them.

The women for whom Lady Anne Clifford laid down the rules seem no longer to
be the decrepit beggars for whom the Hospital was founded. The stress put upon
orderliness and particularly rule number five, forbidding the running up of bills in
the town, give the impression of a spirited, even unruly community. The mother,
at least, was a woman of some standing. Lady Anne writes: 'The present mother
of the sayd Almshouse is Mrs Mary Wilkes one of good Parentage and Education,

under whose charge the sayd women live peaceably amongst themselves.’

In 1666 the reader suggested a candidate and she was accepted by Lady Anne
'provided that this widow Gill goe to church, and to heare common prayer in ye

almshouse or otherwise itt will bring the house out of order.’

Certificates of entry begin in 1687, letters applying for admission in 1755, and a
picture emerges of who the inhabitants were. Throughout the eighteenth century
nearly all the applicants were widows of tenants or occasionally employees or
servants of Lord Thanet. The hospital was at that time not so much a charity as

an insurance scheme for the tenants and employees on the Skipton Castle estate.

In 1708 there is an entry in the Skipton Parish Register quoted by W. Harbutt
Dawson in his History of Skipton (1882), on the death of Margaret Gudgeon who
'was governess or mother of ye widows at Beamsley Hospital in which place she

behaved herself with much prudence and discretion.’

When the renovations of 1810 were completed, there is an entry which gives an
agreeable impression of the widows being well looked after:

To 14 loads of coal for fires making in the House after the repairs
before the Widows could go in safely: £1 5s 8d and to Sarah Moon for
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fires making in the Houses 5 weeks at 2d after the repairs before the
Widows could re-enter with safety: 10s.

By this time the widows were receiving free coal and also more services: their

chimneys were being swept and their windows cleaned.

Also in 1810 an inventory was made of everything in the widows' rooms that
belonged to the Hospital. The only previous inventory is dated 1690 and is for the
Mother's room alone. The two lists for that room are almost identical: a range, a
bed, a large table, a chair, a communion tankard (bought in 1683 for 3s 6d and
still belonging to the Trustees), a large bible bound in 1682 for 2s, a common
prayer book replaced in 1711, 'the old one being destroyed.” The widows' rooms,
always referred to as “houses,' each contained a range, end irons and hang bars,

a bed and a chair. There was no provision for communal cooking.

In 1841, when there was a vacancy for a Mother, the Reader, Mr. Holmes,
petitioned Lord Thanet to make his own mother, Mrs Holmes, Mother of the
Hospital. The agent advised against this because, he said, all the inhabitants had
to be local, from Skipton, Silsden or Stenton with Thoresby, and they were
accepted, or meant to be accepted, in the proportion of Skipton 7, Silsden 5 and
Stenton with Thoresby 1. This is the only time we hear of such a strict
catchment area. Perhaps it was an excuse. The Holmeses were almost hereditary
Readers at the Hospital, the post had passed from father to son since the mid

eighteenth century: perhaps the agent thought they were becoming possessive.

By the later nineteenth century the inmates were less exclusively tenants'
widows. In 1886, the practice had been reported to the Charity Commissioners
by Rev. A.P. Howes, who had been told by the Skipton agent that only widows
of tenants were eligible. The Commissioners may have remonstrated, because in
1893 they were told that all classes could apply, and that if no tenant's widow

was on the list, “the most deserving case is selected.’
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Between 1887 and 1890, there were in fact twenty applicants for eight places.
Of the twenty, ten had a connection with the estate: six were tenants' widows,
one was a farm servant's widow, one the niece of a tenant, one the daughter of
a Hospital inmate, one had relations who were tenants. Of those admitted, five

ere connected with the estate, three were not.

Soon after the First World War spinsters were admitted for the first time. By then
the applicants were more literate and often gave the reason for wanting to be
admitted; usually it was lack of funds, but often they were living with relations
and wanted “to be quiet and away from children' or wanted a 'little home' of
their own. Loneliness is not mentioned till 1950 when an applicant gives as a

reason ~nobody cares if | am alive or dead.’

The letters from the Reader to the agent at Skipton Castle begin in 1915 with a
letter from a retiring Reader recommending a friend for the post. A letter follows
from Rev. James Macnabb, vicar at Bolton Abbey, complaining that the friend is a
Congregationalist, 'a worthy little man but not a Churchman, | do not want to
make a complaint in the matter, but | feel that you ought to know.” The objection
was carried and the Rev. James Macnabb became Reader himself, helped by a lay
reader, the Duke of Devonshire's gardener at Bolton Abbey. From then onwards

the Reader was always the vicar at Bolton Abbey.

In 1916 the Rev. James Macnabb had run into difficulties with one of the
inmates, and was asking for her removal: 'soon after Mrs Higson came to the
Hospital', he wrote, *| had to reprove her for calling several of the others "old
bitches". Mrs. Higson owned she had done so and was not ashamed and she said
to me "if | had not a bit of the Devil in me | could not stand these old women".’
But she remained, continuing to be thoroughly difficult and died in the Hospital in

1940.
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Mrs Hoggett, who was Mother at Beamsley in the nineteen thirties, had a fine
way of phrasing a complaint. In 1930 she wrote to the agent at the Castle: 'l
would just like to ask if it were possible to have a few new Prayer Books? The
ones we are using now are a perfect disgrace, | don't think one has a back on,
and some are thumbed so much it is impossible to read the words, and some
positively smell. My own copy is dated Beamsley Hospital 1844 and | have
mended it up time after time but it won't hold together." There is a prayer book

in the chapel, now, dated 1930, so her request was seen to promptly.

References were required, but they were not always taken too seriously. In 1939
a referee wrote: 'l have always known Miss Hollingdrake for at the least fifty
years. | would not like to say that she is not a suitable person to become an
occupier of one of the homes at Beamsley Hospital, but | am bound to say that
she is rather excitable and at times is apt to lose control of her temper and
develop an unpleasant degree of fractiousness.” She was still admitted; but by

then the applicants were thinning out.

By the 1940s there were empty rooms in Beamsley Hospital; after the restoration
of 1961, they were filled but this did not last for long. With the improvement in
the standard of the local council's homes for the elderly the Hospital seemed too
isolated and too far from a doctor. For several years there were only two inmates,
who lived in the lower building. One was Mrs. Robinson whose husband played

football for England, the other, who remained till 1980, was called Mrs Soare.
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Restoration

When the Landmark Trust took on Beamsley Hospital in 1983, the upper building
was basically sound. General repairs were needed, with some minor
rearrangement inside, but no major reconstruction. Martin Stancliffe Architects of
York, who had already supervised the repair of the Culloden Tower at Richmond
for Landmark, was asked oversee the work. By the time plans had been drawn up
and agreed with all the authorities, and a contractor with the right experience

found, it was 1985 before anything happened on site.

The first and most important task was the repair of the roof. The ends of some of
the rafters were giving way, and one principal rafter had cracked in the middle.
The stone slates were stripped off, and put aside for re-use. The roof structure
was checked and repaired, before the slates were put back on new battens.

Laying them evenly on a continuous curve was a very tricky job.

The building consists of two stone drums, one inside the other, with the inner
drum, containing all the chimneys, rising up through the roof of the outer. In the
top of the inner drum are also the windows of the chapel. Its walls had been
rendered with cement in 1961, but this was now cracked and broken. It was all
cleaned off, therefore, and the stonework beneath repaired and repointed. The
chimneys were taken down nearly to the level of the inner drum and rebuilt. To
begin with, they were left without their odd assortment of chimney pots, but
looked stumpy without them. Once they were back in place, the building regained

its full character.

Inside, the partitions put in to provide small kitchens and bathrooms in 1961
were stripped out to return the building more nearly to its original arrangement of
seven wedge-shaped rooms, all but two opening into the chapel. The uses of
these rooms changed, however, to provide the separate sitting, sleeping, cooking,

washing and eating spaces needed by the new inmates.
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C 1950
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Modern fireplaces were stripped out to reveal the Elizabethan openings behind.
New elm floorboards were laid in place of modern softwood floors. New leaded
lights were provided for all the windows. Finally the building was redecorated.
The chapel doors were still the "grained oak colour' of the 1810 accounts, and
were repainted to match. Their other sides, which were white, were also
'grained’, but in a lighter shade. The chapel itself remains just as it was, little
changed since the 17th century, complete with bible and hymn books. Some
electric fires were taken down, and the workings of the bell overhauled. Outside,

recent concrete was replaced by stone flags.

Attention was then turned to the lower building, which was restored and
converted into two cottages. An attempt was made to find, as modern
almswomen, elderly ladies who had spent their lives fighting for the cause of
preservation, but this proved unsuccessful and they now house more ordinary

tenants.

At the same time, the wall in front of the Hospital was rebuilt. The weight of
traffic and traffic noise on the main road had increased since 1961, so a barrier

was needed. The stones for the arch were found in the garden.

The Landmark Trust tries to leave its buildings, when restored, looking as if
nothing has been done to them - something it is easier to say than to do. Success
in realising this aim lies to a great extent in the use of traditional materials, such
as stone slates, and lime rather than cement for mortars and plasters, which are
in harmony with the old work and quickly blend in with it. Equally important is the
skill and care of the men doing the work, who in this case came from the firm of
Thompson and Walker of Leeds, with other specialist craftsmen employed for
tasks such as slating, plastering and glazing. The result, we hope, is of a standard
to please Lady Anne Clifford, that pioneer in the repair and conservation of

historic buildings.
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Details of the Landmark Trust’'s Repairs
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The roof was most obviously in need of attention. The render
on the inner drum was decayed, as were the windows. The
tops of the chimney stacks had to be partially dismantled and
rebuilt, and the lower parts repointed.
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Work in progress. With their backs to us, Richard Thompson,
building manager and Eric Nevison, foreman.
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The roof stripped of its slates and with the chimney stacks
taken down.

Looking down on the main, lower, roof. Its construction
consists of principal rafters running from an outer
wallplate to the upper section of the inner drum; trenched
purlins curved to follow the line of the walls; and
common rafters.
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A broken principal rafter. Only one principal rafter had to be replaced,
above the dining room. The others could either be repaired, or were sound.

Wallplate of upper roof.
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Main roof: principal rafter, purlins and common rafters before repair.

Bearing of rafters of lower roof against masonry inner drum, before repair.
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Crown post of upper roof structure.
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Looking at the roof from inside the almswomen’s rooms with the
ceiling taken down. Posts to support the principal rafters can be seen
resting on the radial partition walls.

From the mother’s room; showing how
the ends of the principal rafters are
built into the upper section of the inner

drum.
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A ring beam was formed round the inner drum to hold the rafters of the
main roof. The end of one can just be seen built into the new work.
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Interiors before the Landmark restoration. The chapel has hardly
changed, except for the removal of an electric bar fire.

One of the sculleries Door from the sitting room to the passage.
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The fireplace in the sitting room, fitted in 1958. The softwood floorboards
were replaced with elm here and in the bedrooms.

One of the original fireplaces when first uncovered. There is a groove in
the stone where an iron hobgrate was fitted into the space.
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The bell has been left hanging unchanged.
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Letters on Hospital Matters

The correspondence on the following pages is between the Reader of the Hospital
and the Agent at Skipton Castle, and between the Inmates of the Hospital and
the Agent, 1916-1940. The first dozen or so are taken up with misdemeanours of
Mrs Higson; then follow the gentle complaints of Miss Hoggatt and one or two
others which show that Lady Anne's rules were still kept up in the 1930s. All

are taken from the letter-books that were found in the painted chest when the

Landmark Trust took over Beamsley Hospital in 1984.
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o BOLTON ABBEY RECTORY,
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QOdlx Juno 1018.
|
|
i
¥adam, :

The Resder of Bezmsley Hospitel reportuéthnt you aro guilty
cf disgraceful conduct, end longuege, thet yo(lx have frequehtly
broken Rules 1 end §, that you are & disturbi.x?.g influence in the
comrunity. i

Under ule 10 you will forfeit ﬁ.s——-xmzté@"ortnight‘u ellowence,
end if you do not in futurc striotly adhém to the Rules, and
behave yourself in & docant, and bocouing marner, you will for the
next offence be oxpellod,by Lord Jiothfield, Srom thc houso.

I enclose a copy -of' tho iules for your guidanoce.

Yours fsithfully,

/2
Z7 _——

,[/C&

”________

¥re. Higaen,
Besnsley Hospital,
Skipton.
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ot 28rd  Jyno 8
rs. R. Higson,
Besmoley Hounltal,
Skipton.

Mrs. Higoon,
The statement In your Ietter of the 21et Inutent is no

excuge Tor your disgreceful conduct. If you canrot live at peace with
tiwe other slstors in the iHosplial you will be expelled, and this will
take pleco ut the next offunce you conmlt.

Bacloved is choque for s15/8 helf of your usual monthly

allowancs.
Yours failthfully,
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6th Janusxy 1928.

Mrs. Barker'!'s daughter : %/fi éﬁ'/

called at the office to'

complain of Mrs, Higson's 9/ 12 i

conduct towards her Mother A /Q V
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\COPJ”
i ..--' '\_\. _,./

G 7th January 1928.

Mad aany

Mr, Ross has 1laid your letter of the 5th instant before
‘me. Great camplaints have been lolgel against your conduct anhd
language to an old wouan like Hrs. Barkcer. !I

I now write, as Chaimaan cof the [rustees, teo infora you
that steps will be taken to rcaove you fram the icgpital if ajny

further caaplaints are made with regard to your cenduct. This is

the sccond time I have had to write ycu on fkexs this subject.

Yours faithfully,

4’ /7 " 5 AN
D/ (/(/L/ 5

-
hY

(\. ¥

o e i -— —— L.

Mrse Higson,
Beamnsley Hospital,
Be'ton Abbeye.
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12th February 1940.

Mr. Soar telephoned that Mrs. Higson

had been removed to the Skipton Infirmary
on the advice of Dr. Orabtree, Addinghem.
She was quite willing to go.

Mr. Soar is arranging to remove
Mrs. Higson to one of the empty
‘rooms in the Chapel at Beamsley
Hospital, as the Institution Infirmary

has been commandeered.

24th May 1940.

BEAMSLEY HOSPITAL.

Mr. Soan Deputy Reader at the Hospital sreports that he is
arranging for Mrs. Higson to be taken to the Instit.ut:‘,ion
Infirmary, Skipton, owing to her unclean habits, if she
would be sgreeable, and asks that her house m-ay be képt

open until her return. He has had the house cleaned and
tidied out. '

Mrs. Higson is 80 years of age.

8th February 1340.

9th February, 1940.
Dear Mr. Soar,

Ecamsley Hospltal.

It is very good of you to take all ﬁhis
trouble with ¥rs. Higson, and for arranglng for her
guarters to be cleaned out, and for her to be taken
temporsrily to the Institution Infirmary at Skipton
if she is agrecable to go. I will certalnly arrange
for her house to be kept for her return.

I frecuently hear of your many kindnesses
to the Mother and Sisters cf “eamsley.

Yours truly,

(s¢) C. E. Ferovee.

Mr. G. Soer,
rarfield dall,
Addingham.
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1341 January
iss Uogiatt,
Beangley Uegpital,
Dolton Abbey.

Dear Madaa,

n.

I an sorry to hear you are having trouble again with your

oven. Ur, Jarrett bas decided to supply you with a nes get of
fixtures, which will be fixed as scon us obtained., It may be some

1ittle timo before this cen be done ng they will have to be specinlly

ordoered.
Yours faithfully,
o b AN

......
......

68




Beamsley Hospital History Album

/g%‘i /% \30 /%@«%Z vgf%«%/
5 A /Qm |
e bg"aq
/g%//%//z,/ i il

%{t—{ﬁ&‘v T?*L 1@@,’

?/‘7’/{
L. #&mﬂ&,«b@fn 2o P (9.21 %- ”)2/( ;

7% APl ¢ pn jy £ Chaty o et
[)/ flif */ [”/‘Q /"‘gﬂ‘o"‘- \,! s "é)czc/"'

/ ; /g vﬂc.}"’éfé-; i—
i""ﬁ/ Vi ‘/7,?4& {;'/,/ / S
A fl L ey 5 & e

b osste, 4 ,;;A. N : ,ﬂkfzé-,
Aee A Jre %ﬁ e iy @/’2 -
% // 2fee /. Keigraee, ) Drat 4

s R ) Q wa_ﬁ{\/ﬁ?tj

/ﬁ_ k./é?uc z 7‘0,9(,}%

{“- {/////\7 Af((,v7"_,j/,/

69




Beamsley Hospital History Album

rcad Fhe Yty v/ Lrne i

&4(/ M"ZL é%“/w 1o Aaley %Zm//
94 b /%W iy ~ \7,% W//&M

£
h/{{,ﬁvw Koot /w/m. qu’/% e 5o

e Qfm.a Oepy 7674_\ 7
At vczedl 2% ‘{7@/43[ »4’6644 6

l/ ~ —\, L.&{ 7O o / /’ !
TCRLE 457 ot ,_ sz i (47//"’ =
5 2

- . O Al el ot D,

e ¢ b
/&4@7,/4,{ v /{/ /_Z%{/u 9%{/(

a r

< /("’/

/

Ly s . ES0 SAaRY A s
Ofdinn B B s i auA"
P, ’.y" / e - e ¥ A

i 5 /}/

i )
1 lspratt,
1oy flesit ial
Eey
A ’
Nords Longor oD s 14 Anstant 4o v o §
3t ¥ ihstant 4o T A Eoyeeatt 4

~ e v . y T S
UO ‘.J;_t] h"_‘. ._2. l.'\ TS SR LA L “ue . & v
X firg o JOR2INSM o 20 aatter a7 A 20glie,

Yourg Talthtully,

4
- 7"
A / WK

70




Beamsley Hospital History Album

Fray 31 52 /%% o
Lo b, Y /el
C?{&v? 5}/}

579 /9"7/7} ﬂé’w rn el p‘{ 0_7;'? ;
/0#744@//"7’%6 V/%f/
«4&«56 L/MV/W &/ %1

, k///}@? /@M/:%/Z(,Q” 2779 . %u//
uﬂ;}&/ i/ /ozr""‘ / _..,ﬂj /L(

KLy Al e £53Y
Carsite, \}”.,4'2{ 2L A, ﬂ// ,,/{

/&72,5‘4( s X glee 4/ A

T 7 e feidt gy %/ﬁf
2 /f/g/éf/{///////,&/

ﬂwé %/’,Z,x’?% )//pn

&//@@4: /@(/7 /Q,M/ W s

/Z(i/ 7@/1@/{;&2%2:%{

‘ . Q'-(_{ e P

2H 5all: Sotheale b5 e
ﬂ:;% Latt Qi @ Z A

Q'/ #C ’6—//'%"(7%/6/6 /gztf’/fcf c//z”,’o///-—(ﬂ /4

"’{ /(1’//,)&(4_ %

/Cé‘cfxd A /‘ //47(/ (vl

71




Beamsley Hospital History Album

/‘Z 7 Ttit Bnee 4 f gﬂ/n /@Mm/z

i 7 fee
FeE sofee
1 A

ozp ////9ﬁ/ %/ Zé//a% ”A//
Q‘)\Q////o &-fxﬁy (?//%(.6«,/‘ 5 Z/gc ‘é:sa‘?o

“bott Yoy ) ﬂjﬁwﬁﬁ 5 (O V/n,/ y
/ﬁz% Zéé/’o{ff//%“ //

72




Beamsley Hospital History Album

Sirol) s Xg Bporpitl
o WIS,
Sis
\/QCQ’/Q Q/M / /dgﬁ/ /b /

(pat Atre e oc / Aeeede A Q/

Sl B A/g/’{ 7 fzgée/ /é .

2/77”7"/ /L_a;ﬂw:{ ,'p %

f‘r}ﬂﬁ/q L/Q 5_4\/:7 // Q’%& ./[,(/Maal-{/"

7/479« ﬂ/u/ Mé’/é /@g%‘/u% /Q;fzc)
A fad o 2/*.4’//
(el Pef 2&

W8] . $25

(7€ /O %/72// 7 Lo Fcve

ofﬁé? ﬁ;é}&z// \/Qdéa ﬁz;z/ d

:20/;%;/%/&@70 ﬁ{a/ / Lo (/2/’/‘2"/“'
are Dot~ fren atle 1 Jrand

/{oufk: /é?¢é;@dk{ﬁ%i;2ux ﬁixf' szk

As Lad, %,/
b B L (i

/
K% S e g S /{/ //

-2/

73



Beamsley Hospital History Album

Chorertias fepls %&w&% 4
4B foar 7 Mol ﬁﬂ?

?{cz/ﬁ, ‘S’W

Soata Gl
M/ZWM%; Zzﬁjé" A{;é?;»é{
A//q/ Ma/ /&m SZe ﬁ%

21 mfz/%%.zw M'Mw 7

ot }%ma’

%fﬂ i%{’f/ ;f J,zM
vi's 7 J2 Srrll Lot e
%ffZ//: iwifcz/ /Z/ P

/7’/

74



Beamsley Hospital History Album

Yo your eppliscation for lszave of abr

274

z}/éiw;@

b @W/

»@7 wf
,/)7 cz/

ST Brra
%%/fé

%MCC’(

@dl///f\) ;7&/%%

/26%5' jd//z«,

67(/ /f 5

/M{ é/{’/ﬁu\«p
S LS fpe.

/7( Mé&@#{ |

75



Beamsley Hospital History Album

e 4 2[5 S Sttty

4 »@/%m bk
fﬁw/é

% ﬁ%m% '{"‘(dﬁc /%

/ﬂ% o ‘/oﬂéﬂ h”’z—;’ﬁ/ﬂc

‘Zg/m Rex)fore do d

W%j‘/ ﬂ/ f%/”?ff%f

Fpaf Sk QZ{ ﬁ/ﬁ/@%//{

ja%ﬁ/ '@%{{/ %%{7/

é% -
@ﬁ{@““ W %%%’7
/40/ 7 %7 Crec. Q/ ,LQ/ﬁ

76




Beamsley Hospital History Album

S 1506 e it
Ihrihen %%%%.
ews 5’7/;/

,/;/fm&/ &W @%

W,,a /f;% é;/w{e%/%w

%Mc C(f/é/ W
O(C « Ol 7@%2&% /@Z %/%//
qL/ﬂM/f 2t B«
Plece 13 @{fw/eﬁ/ﬂa/j}/ %:7
o i& %”7%/ /Xzzmﬂ//é
aL ey T /4
sl %WW

%%%Mu/m//éy,; Foi

fvéﬁ/ V/hz/f//my Ao
Y Yot /%%-i
'Z/%Zt//cm /%(’k LPM/%/OfM

f%%/%%ﬁmm

7

Mﬁ’{“” i//p/f{? s ”/zﬁki
g% fli’tan/fb/ /@’D(///z—?/@&‘{/ /1

A %}?‘% Pt Sa e o s
v 72t€ [ 17 2,¢ L 4417 /@-{2& /QLMM

f’é/“//é Afﬂﬁﬂ%&by . @

: //77&%0 fLe,&/ig//,ﬂ/

" D /z,&{f/ﬂ&/ﬂ




Beamsley Hospital History Album

L@

Y- 1736 y “
. : Al ly,
\/(ﬂ/ /g)/ 4 /éif%/- ﬂj[//

s o

VO Gt Xlz&,z/

Z : = Au Al o
7;’7 L%MV bu/ WREC %/%% /c
'ﬁ'z/y;aﬂ;% Oy ey A oo «
o] Grct /’, (el

%/Wa@_ L %7 % W%

E
|

Lo U oy Kt
{M%

L a Coulpsies, /,.Q
JZ’% \%{e/ L’/@f@:ﬁkﬂ

/‘*’ /f/ 5/ C)Z/Ae

;‘gji /jsz;% /é/; ﬁ/m iy
%’” 54 L%;Zﬁz%/ P W
%ZJ% Z}:{&fnﬂé m;//::
gl /1l L %W%Z @ﬁ??@

$ibe Fhago Ipstd B ooy i 2ev-
fond bl - 1 (2. ool /g/%@%

78



Beamsley Hospital History Album

gt /7 o8 s

Vew 25"
. Gt Iodie b, o
Lpiay o H 15 /~%f7 ey
Aee. =

ﬂ’l%d(/"/ ﬁz él/fM /,z?/”f/Z
inz «ﬁ%‘m%/ Fod S tra o ﬂ-z',.f i
A ‘7 VO@&;«,/‘ @ tiith f . 4_/4{ \

/fbaé/z Zgéhk{_ 7(;2 ,/{ , ,.
(?xz/ ) ﬂw@/{ h /Q/ g/ /g e .

e d’/é ﬁﬁ &C%m '
b4 ULt
AZ,W $Le.. $roy /o %w{ <% Lf/"

V&i? 1%/4/&@:}{((24}%/ Lo  @arte Aty
loler, dy P fructCoctict Pogag
| v

/%m%’% Gpaas
w/é%& g '&:}",{) & ’:f %

~ b0~

79




Beamsley Hospital History Album

J. ¥W. Inman reports that the chimey

pot on lMiss Hoggaett's house is defective.
He has purchased one from Wase's, Silsden
for 12/6 and is sending Hardeker and
Hartley out to Beamsley in the morning
(Saturday) to fix it, and also open the

drains from the fall pipes at the Chapel

9th Feby. 1940.
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2 april 31,

Miss Broure,
Highoor 1Xge, siladen i.oor,
Brudlaoy, Keigjaloy.
Dousr Liadoun,

I ﬁoaa that you sosto Udmibx ofl'icially aduwitiod to
bBoumsloy dospital on thu 1784 dnctanb. Plsase lot uo know
whon you tako up your rosidoncs thors in order that tho ront
of your house cen bo apportiorad. Iluve you, Ly uny chanco,
hesrd of anyons whe would carc to talo 1t9

Yours faithfully,
COORET
. /""!' T

e it

éaa/u IA(/&/Z/
ﬂcw—w_’ 2;‘{{ /JI

Bewr Lis . :
-/ﬂlu?_d&ﬁ L B 1l QPO //Ll:v}/ .,9 ia—zr/\' 4.7{)

Losedlener Fere o vocet Dy O i sz/ //u’_/a"fi

427&,7 10 tnll ewcccae e G;ie-/m Eis
/4."%094,'&7 o, 0&01;::-,? {3 u.me{%&iumﬂ :v//?/z,.".,ut
¢ ceell adq Eo oty $ :

Cersy

(Zied ./q € anziadd Mjuﬂ—&s{ /9/, t /?ijzz,pu 7"/./_ ,éa);.,,-,m;?j‘.’

G Rxui. /ﬁmoﬁ’.‘w Lakove ol Tte \Zm;aa 23

?/W 7[ -h%m&avm, lo alore / Jirote lﬁ%-t/
hivies, G d,mi.»y Hewo. darksone

reed C(W

daf, =t [ ﬁ&v’wm_ L 1rernantes h}., zzj/a'uwmn
R |

L w-;&" Ca0 Ctrad @ PH Pai M—c'«foj;{ozg

Gt ! /I.WM g By 1‘4. o hade - Ced \; IO e T
) . / )
s20 o et , onl Corled no Lelt

ﬁ%’,-w M/&y‘?fwﬁ(?
| 2V Blssos

82



Beamsley Hospital History Album

Shafutil,
&WWL% ;

Ao Rocs |
«/Qa'/»_n- o A.e,uu/a/ OI?W}L"&L

oy cuite r . Qret et meé ) Py
tegeceat, Ko S B, Girk izt )@anifi‘.
o Rand, cwod do waf bike 2 W;{/an‘_
c:.;L;/, ;:/" Heon fore, Qud connetl very toedd .
?re)'% a,»._ﬂu,, sncle . Ffnse ﬁa.uc :;j-"ng«{enq.c,o_,'

* By T itaie bty Bnidle Livall.
Codd you not Cake A ot of He Sronsinite
a,!@rw—g,m.cc_ wa:% /ﬁﬁ—uuf-e , and do woftG

e accond.

Qe atro, L«.)z-Miﬂtru. &_d,o/@-mt(

- ; ﬂ}pﬁ,ﬂ"ﬁ:j, M/gzan d;?’— &vu«,;.._ ;
}ﬁ::(‘f@a. Z:‘;,d Z;W 2‘3'(0-(_'_.
73 7‘)_ e,a,«ﬁ‘, @< mM an_bﬂ-— Aelo e se.

o V7%

cu-LC ﬁe, éojdc,vj e "'«—.d.yl. Q//./Aft/LMa-tL'

Iy A c?.-{fr-a {o ~L el )—:7 o’t%.ot_- M-Ymﬁw
9#6//\;(.-«::7 ’/t,au. Wv.ﬁ& ]

)g,w @%ﬁé j __Q_%zem

1.4 5. Al Broars,

1HLh July X.

Beamsley Moapital,
Bolton “bbay.
Doy hvlam.
1 aneloss hor -with g gont flook duly recoiptod for

£2 1 17 1 3, und will tanza tho 5779 oul of your nwuxi allowance.

Yon aro ot lilorbly to Loke loave of abioie Crow Friday
noh Lo Londay ovordng. Please show this noto to Ura. Huleon,thi

nothor.

Yours faithfully,

o,

83



Beamsley Hospital History Album

MWM
Tk ; Rec s 9//;/3% |

o-n./'/m??wv-z.. ’

Cuidd m%&&wwmo@;w
W%Lﬂ—cf‘«xﬁ'w unnu&éﬁ/uz.
= QM{B»LLMM J
MJMMMZZ é.a/_ /o—ue/t..,

.%’ﬂjll/t? ;/014_ Lu:—éi ;/Lazuﬁ( Bt 5’-—7“‘-’-""“““—4(

T Bt
Vi M?/,/z@

3lat ﬁuly 1

1o Be As Breosy,
Tho Hospital,

Bonmpley.
doay .vdan,
Towr aprliention o Chv ol woew s een plesed Lofegy i

Bareatt whoaatotnat v beov 24l ubh b ot Tl iuodn agniyst tho

Yogallin anyong o sboay wilh yuas oxes $ 0 sago of sildmeus, but on

ocousion ho will mike o CONMGLILILI Ll weant your roquout, but Lie dc

net wish yvou to.ren gb.the a wlicution.
Yours feithfwily,

84




Beamsley Hospital History Album

| &M,M&?
&M;_, m : /Z@ 2 £ ’// wﬂ,@

S //),/ﬂ
7 Lo

E z g . | Jesitass TR
(o2 %O‘LUL %7/ g—m %; M—J_(‘,L-LP_C. Qs fﬂﬁz*&%‘m«%
ad toree s oy ?.o aue; & \','[Lé-«aé—da/z«_ é p - Kol 17’%’/;
2 }fcw 57&&‘:&74:‘3 MV{/I- 9. /L ast } Rcc A ﬁeu
Clwutl “ s o= ?.o f.77 an_/Z s /Q;z_m o /?a.//ﬁ'/:_
uﬁ oi a(l."z/\z..o-\C-Q 7»_’ /e 7{&(,:_.*— St e u-o;f %/:—ia—?d
atiels roere 57//# Zf-Ju.}’;_aﬁ, Oovne Lo Tioly L%
£7£ﬂ4_ HHete. <o o nf/{aa{‘,

X 2 . o - ‘
ey Q. (= h-a’i’/z_u»}j LS ax’,( ao

P L goe % Corire s
L ({3 ‘7(1-0_0/1{, areld Z&o C‘/.ﬁa/i_./ 6
dﬂ’)‘h&.

4 -
o

7&9’ Vrvccdi coereke

-da/fc/'é_a,«‘? ;/trxf__kn;p_,afﬁ'..'.c’é_.“d 6’2-,7/7~
&0t »«LQM'dvz, [*7 )Z’g.a;...:r/.; ¢ )ﬁ‘b—'&‘f—«--n.;/m_/(d @ o i M’M

3 ol R
g Ay

Le odl

85




Beamsley Hospital History Album

The Countess Pillar at Penrith

The ‘Countess Pillar’ is a monument erected in Cumbria by Lady Anne Clifford in
1656. It commemorates the spot where Lady Anne last saw her mother, 40 years
earlier, and on which is recorded the endowment she left for a sum of money to

be distributed there to the poor of the parish every year

In 2016, Brian Le Messurier sent us the photos below with the following note:

| realise that the Countess Pillar at Penrith is not a Landmark property, but it
is illustrated in your book (A History of Britain in 50 Landmarks) as a feature
in the story of Beamsley Hospital, but for this reason you may like to see a
picture of a group of people attending the ceremony described at the top of
page 107 on Maundy Thursday 1942.

As | recall, the two women to my right were the beneficiaries. The young
girl bending over the flat stone was, like me, a holiday visitor to the area. |
was with my parents visiting my grandparents who like us had left Guernsey
before the German occupation. They were living at Woodside Farm, Temple
Sowerby, a few miles to the east, and we had walked to the Pillar for the
ceremony. (The war got people moving around the country in an
unpredictable way!)

“Maundy Thursday, 1942, Countess Pillar, Penrith”
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Brian Le Messurier is the boy in the cap.
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A note on the Beamsley Hospital bell

Roof maintenance works in 2016 allowed this photo to be taken of the Beamsley
bell. Ruth (our housekeeper at Abbey Gatehouse in Tewkesbury) and her husband
David are keen bell ringers and, seeing the photo in Landmark’s weekly internal
Friday email, they forwarded the photo to Chris Pickford, one of the country's
leading bell historians. He in turn consulted George Dawson who identified it from
the style of the inscription as being cast by Samuel Smith, and provided the

following information.

There was a medieval bell foundry in York, restarted after the Reformation by
William Oldfield in about 1620. He was succeeded by Abraham Smith and William
Curedon, who cast bells until 1663. The bell foundry business continued with
Samuel Smith, who worked from 1662 until 1709, casting the Beamsley Hospital
bell in 1675. His son Samuel || Smith took over the business, and when he died in

1731, he bequeathed it to his brother James, who seems to have disposed of it.

February 2016
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