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BASIC DETAILS 

 

Built: by 1746 

 

For: George Bowes 

 

Architect: Daniel Garrett 

 

Last owner: The Earl of Strathmore 

 

Listed: Grade I 

 

Acquired by the Landmark Trust: 1981 

 

Architect: Ian Curry of Charlewood, Curry, Wilson and Atkinson 

 

Contractor: Brown Construction of Rowlands Gill Ltd., Newcastle 

        J W Moore, in charge; J Robson, foreman and joiner;  

        D Stoker, stonemason; and B Greenhill, painter. 

 

Plasterwork: Bill Salter of The Decorative Plaster Co., Wideopen 

 

Quantity Surveyors: Bare, Leaning & Bare 
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Summary 

 

The Banqueting House is one of several buildings added between 1730-60 to the 

remarkable landscape garden at Gibside for its owner, George Bowes. In the 

course of his lifetime, besides improvements to the house itself (the home since 

1540 of his mother's family, the Blakistons) and James Paine's magnificent 

chapel begun just before his death in 1760, Bowes built a Palladian stable Block, 

an Orangery, a Bath House (vanished), a Column of British Liberty, a Gothic 

tower (vanished and perhaps never built) and the Gothic Banqueting House itself. 

 

This was built during the 1740s.  An inventory of 1746, listing the furniture of its 

Great Room (6 Windsor chairs, 1 large Windsor chair with 4 seats, prints of 

Shakespeare, Milton, Swift), shows it to have been in use by then.  Its interior 

decoration was as elaborate as the exterior, its ceiling and walls covered with an 

intricate papier maché design, for which the original architect's sketch exists.  A 

19th-century description records mirrors at either end of the Great Room, so that 

"the company when seated appears almost endless in length”.  Here the family 

and their guests would come for picnic meals, perhaps laid out as a surprise feast 

to be discovered in the course of a long tour of the grounds.  Afterwards they 

might refresh themselves with music, or stroll on the lawn around the building, 

enjoying the view of the lake and the grand panorama beyond. 

 

The architect for most of the buildings at Gibside was Daniel Garrett, a former 

assistant of Lord Burlington's who developed a thriving practice in the North, 

which he handed on, in about 1753, to Paine.  Garrett had a particular gift for 

Gothick design, a decorative style inspired by what was then taken to be the 

native British architecture, but which had not at that time acquired the scholarly 

character of the later Gothic Revival. The Banqueting House, with its bowed front 

and soaring pinnacles, is one of the most extraordinary, and brilliant, buildings of 

the style. 

 

George Bowes was an extremely talented man who, besides being a successful 

landowner and coal-owner, a keen sportsman and a Whig MP, almost certainly 

planned the alterations to the landscape at Gibside himself.  He was one of those, 

like John Aislabie at Studley Royal in Yorkshire, who under the influence of 

designers such as Stephen Switzer, broke away from the intricate formal designs 

of parks and gardens popular in the 17th century, to favour a more natural 

scheme, in which the whole estate, with its abundant woods and hills, fast 

flowing river and rich pattern of cultivated fields, was brought into relationship 

with the old house at its centre, to create an ideal world in miniature. There is 

still a formal framework of avenues and vistas, and a geometrically shaped lake, 

but between there are irregular woodland plantations, encircling rides and walks 

that follow a meandering course, with frequent surprise views of the countryside 

and, of course, of the carefully sited buildings which play so important a part 

within it. 
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George Bowes' daughter married the Earl of Strathmore, whose family name then 

became Bowes-Lyon, and whose descendants still own most of Gibside. The 

house fell empty before 1900, however, and was dismantled in 1920.  Later, the 

park was leased to the Forestry Commission.  The Banqueting House began to 

disappear beneath the undergrowth, and its roof fell in.  Fortunately several 

people took photographs of it before this happened. 

 

New hope arose for Gibside as a whole when in 1965 the chapel and the avenue 

were given by the 16th Earl to the National Trust, which has therefore been able 

to reinstate two of the most important elements in the gardens.  Then, in 1977, 

the Landmark Trust, a charity which specialises in the rescue and reinvigoration 

of buildings at risk, offered to take on The Banqueting House, to restore it and 

pay for its future upkeep by letting it for holidays.  The Forestry Commission 

generously gave up their lease of the building, so that in 1981 the Strathmore 

estate was able to sell Landmark the freehold. 

 

 

Restoration by the Landmark Trust 

 

When the Landmark Trust first saw The Banqueting House in 1977 it was almost 

entirely roofless and without windows.  The central section of the entrance front 

had collapsed, due to vandalism and neglect; the building was little more than a 

shell.  Four years later, in 1981, the building had been fully repaired and restored, 

and was let to its first visitors.  For nearly twenty-five years it has been, briefly, 

home to a constant succession of people, all of whom have learned for 

themselves the wonders of Gibside. 

 

Work began as soon as possible.  The condition of the building was too 

precarious to wait for legal negotiations to be concluded.  The architect appointed 

for the restoration was lan Curry, of the Newcastle firm of Charlewood Curry.  

The builders were the local firm, Brown Construction of Rowlands Gill, with Bill 

Salter of the Decorative Plaster Company of Wideopen brought in to do the 

plasterwork. 

 

The first task that had to be faced was the recording of everything in its ruinous 

state, in order to build up a complete picture of the building before it became 

derelict.  The position of every piece of plasterwork and joinery was carefully 

noted, the undergrowth was cleared and the piles of leaf-mould sifted for 

fragments of stone, fortunately revealing almost all that had fallen. At the same 

time, local archives were searched for old photographs and drawings, also with 

fortunate results. 
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Archives and archaeology combined to best effect in the reconstruction of the 

entrance front.  A number of curiously shaped stones had been found, but it 

could not be guessed exactly how they should be fitted together.  It was 

proposed instead simply to continue the crenellated parapet all the way along.  

Then Margaret Hudson (now Mrs Wills), librarian at the Newcastle School of  

Architecture and authority on the history of Gibside, sent us a photograph of a 

sketch she had found in the Bowes Museum at Barnard Castle.  This dated from 

1828, the work of a cousin of the Bowes family, and showed clearly the curious 

decorative gables which rose above the arches of the portico.  The stones made 

sense, and the building could be restored correctly.  Very little new stone was 

needed, but where it was, the nearest match to the original Streatlam stone was 

found at the Dunhouse Quarry near Bishop Auckland. 

 

The Banqueting House consisted of just three rooms, the Great Room itself, 

measuring 32 feet across, which would be used for sitting and eating, and would 

also contain two sofa beds, and two smaller rooms, one of which would provide 

space for a double bedroom and the other a kitchen. Two tiny rooms off these, 

which may have contained stairs up to the roof, provided space for a shower 

room and a lavatory. 

 

We were able to save the quite substantial areas of plaster decoration that 

remained on the walls of the bedroom, and missing areas were made up faithfully 

by Bill Salter.  One shutter survived intact, and fragments from six others were 

pieced together to make one complete pair, now in the bedroom.  Fragments of 

the carved dado rail in the bedroom were copied to make a new rail for the Great 

Room. The windows were too rotten to save, as was the bedroom door, but 

enough survived for complete copies to be made. 

 

Although we had Daniel Garrett's sketch for the decoration of the Great Room, 

and a very clear photograph of it taken in about 1900, it was decided only to 

reinstate the main elements of the design, and not attempt a reconstruction of 

the complex detail, of which not a trace remained.  The chimney piece was 

discovered buried outside the building, with only minor elements missing. The 

new floor is of pine, as was the old. 

 

The Landmark Trust took on The Banqueting House both because of its own 

importance as a work of architecture, and also because of its place in this most 

famous, if sadly decayed, landscape garden.  Since work on the building itself 

was completed, we have, therefore, concentrated on its setting.  The Forestry 

Commission have kindly allowed the vista to the lake to be cleared and in 1990, 

the Landmark Trust and the National Trust together acquired the shooting rights 

for Gibside, allowing new footpaths and access to be opened up.   
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Gibside – from William Hutchinson’s The History and Antiquities  

of the County Palatine of Durham 1788. 
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The Banqueting House 

 

The Banqueting House is one of several buildings added between 1730-60 to the 

remarkable landscape garden at Gibside for its owner, George Bowes. In the 

course of his lifetime, besides improvements to the house itself (the home since 

1540 of his mother's family, the Blakistons) and James Paine's magnificent 

chapel begun just before his death in 1760, Bowes built a Palladian stable block, 

an Orangery, a Bath House (vanished), a Column of British Liberty, a Gothic 

tower (vanished and perhaps never built) and the Gothic Banqueting House itself. 

 

The Banqueting House was built during the 1740s. An inventory of 1746, listing 

the furniture of its Great Room (6 Windsor chairs, 1 large Windsor chair with 4 

seats, prints of Shakespeare, Milton, Swift), shows it to have been in use by 

then. Its interior decoration was as elaborate as the exterior, its ceiling and walls 

covered with an intricate papier maché design, for which the original architect's 

sketch exists. A 19th-century description records mirrors at either end of the 

Great Room, so that "the company when seated appears almost endless in 

length". Here the family and their guests would come for picnic meals, perhaps 

laid out as a surprise feast to be discovered in the course of a long tour of the 

grounds. Afterwards they might refresh themselves with music, or stroll on the 

lawn around the building, enjoying the view of the lake and the grand panorama 

beyond. 

 

The architect for most of the buildings at Gibside was Daniel Garrett, a former 

assistant of Lord Burlington's who developed a thriving practice in the North, 

which he handed on, in about 1753, to Paine. Garrett had a particular gift for 

Gothick later Gothic Revival. The Banqueting House, with its bowed front and 

soaring pinnacles, is one of the most extraordinary, and brilliant, buildings of the 

style. 
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A Plan of the Marley-Hill, Gibside and Hollingside Estates 

from an original by James Stephenson in 1767. 
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George Bowes was an extremely talented man who, besides being a successful 

landowner and coal-owner, a keen sportsman and a Whig MP, almost certainly 

planned the alterations to the landscape at Gibside himself. He was one of those, 

like John Aislabie at Studley Royal in Yorkshire, who under the influence of 

designers such as Stephen Switzer, broke away from the intricate formal designs 

of parks and gardens popular in the 17th century, to favour a more natural 

scheme, in which the whole estate, with its abundant woods and hills, fast 

flowing river and rich pattern of cultivated fields, was brought into relationship 

with the old house at its centre, to create an ideal world in miniature. There is 

still a formal framework of avenues and vistas, and a geometrically shaped lake, 

but between there are irregular woodland plantations, encircling rides and walks 

that follow a meandering course, with frequent surprise views of the countryside 

and, of course, of the carefully sited buildings which play so important a part 

within it. 

 

Gibside was vividly described by William Hutchinson in The History and 

Antiquities of the County Palatine of Durham in 1788: 

 

“The adjacent country wears an unpleasant aspect to the traveller, cut and 

harrowed up with loaded carriages, scattered over with mean cottages, from 

whence swarm  forth innumerable inhabitants, maintained by working in 

the mines; where many a sooty face is seen by every hedge-way side; The 

workmen earn great wages, which recompense every other evil. The 

meagreness of the tract by which you pass to the environs of Gibside, 

renders the scene more striking, and enhances the beauties of the pass 

which leads immediately to those Elysian shades. 

 

By a serpentine road, for a mile in length, you wind through the bosom of a 

thick forest, sometimes on the brink of a deep valley, at intervals descending 

on the easy inclination of the hill, still embowered with venerable oaks, 

before you approach the mansion and enter the opener works: The first 

escape from the woods presents you with a view of the banqueting-house, 

on a very elevated situation, terminating a spacious avenue: This structure is 

in a high Gothic stile (sic), garnished with pinnacles. After passing a piece of 

water, the chief objects open upon you; to the right lies a noble sylvan 

scene, of great extent, hanging on inclining grounds, from a lofty summit, to 

the very skirts of the vale; in the midst of which, as a terminating object to 

the grand vista, rises a fine Ionic column of stone, highly wrought, not less, 
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as we compute, than one hundred and forty feet in height, finished with an 

elegant gilt statue of British Liberty, in whose service the person who 

erected the work was enthusiastically virtuous: As you turn from this object, 

you look upon a terrace above a mile in length, terminated by a new chapel, 

built in a most elegant stile, with a rich portico and dome, highly 

embellished. The chief parts of the mansion-house are old, of the 

architecture which prevailed in the beginning of the seventeenth century, 

containing many spacious apartments: The back part of the house is placed 

so near the brink of a very steep descent, as merely to admit a terrace walk; 

from whence is a prospect, though narrow, highly picturesque and beautiful; 

you look down into a deep vale of meadow grounds, washed by the river 

Derwent, shut in on the right by hanging woods, and on the left by 

cultivated lands rising in irregular swells from the banks of the river, and 

terminated in the centre by a lofty cliff much shaken and torn; Walks are cut 

through the groves, and wind along the margin of the river: Although nature 

has spread various rich gifts over the scene, yet art has bestowed a 

multitude of embellishments; the buildings before mentioned, the green-

house, bath, and other edifices, are finished in a good taste, and some of 

them in a superb stile; with regard to the sylvan beauties, they are not to be 

paralleled in the whole county.” 

 

 

 
 

The Banqueting House in 1828 from a sketchbook in the Bowes Museum. 
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The same view about 1900. 
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William Bowne gave a later account (but quoting from Hutchinson) of Gibside 

when writing about Whickham Parish in 1893: 
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A sketch of the south side of the Banqueting House in 1828, by Martha  

Helen Davidson , a distant relative of the Bowes family. The sketch book  

is in the Bowes Museum and the photograph was sent to us by Miss  

Margaret Hudson, Librarian at the School of Architecture, Newcastle 

 University.It was the only picture we had of the portico as it was. 

 

 

 

George Bowes' daughter married the Earl of Strathmore, whose family name then 

became Bowes Lyon, and whose descendants still own most of Gibside. The 

house fell empty before 1900, however, and was dismantled in 1920. Later, the 

park was leased to the Forestry Commission. The Banqueting House began to 

disappear beneath the undergrowth, and its roof fell in.  Fortunately several 

people took photographs of it before this happened. 
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New hope arose for Gibside as a whole when in 1965 the chapel and the avenue 

were given by the 16th Earl to the National Trust, which has therefore been able 

to reinstate two of the most important elements in the gardens. Then, in 1977, 

we offered to take on the Banqueting House, to restore it and pay for its future 

upkeep by letting it for holidays.  The Forestry Commission generously gave up 

their lease of the building, so that in 1981 the Strathmore estate was able to sell 

us the freehold.  

 

 

 

A photograph of the Banqueting House taken c1905 which was used 

 to produce a postcard (Newcastle Public Library). 
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Selection of photographs taken in 1976 
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The following photographs were taken by our architect, Ian Curry 
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The Portico 
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Restoration 
 

When we first saw the Banqueting House in 1977 it was almost entirely roofless 

and without windows. The central section of the entrance front had collapsed, 

due to vandalism and neglect; the building was little more than a shell. Four years 

later, in 1981, the building had been fully repaired and restored, and was let to its 

first visitors.  

 

Work began as soon as possible. The condition of the building was too precarious 

to wait for legal negotiations to be concluded.  The architect appointed for the 

restoration was Ian Curry, of the Newcastle firm of Charlewood Curry.  The 

builders were the local firm, Brown Construction of Rowlands Gill, with Bill Salter 

of the Decorative Plaster Company of Wideopen brought in to do the plasterwork. 

 

The first task that had to be faced was the recording of everything in its ruinous 

state, in order to build up a complete picture of the building before it became 

derelict. The position of every piece of plasterwork and joinery was carefully 

noted, the undergrowth was cleared and the piles of leaf-mould sifted for 

fragments of stone, fortunately revealing almost all that had fallen. At the same 

time, local archives were searched for old photographs and drawings, also with 

fortunate results. 

 

Archives and archaeology combined to best effect in the reconstruction of the 

entrance front.  A number of curiously shaped stones had been found, but it 

could not be guessed exactly how they should be fitted together.  It was 

proposed instead simply to continue the crenellated parapet all the way along.  

Then Margaret Hudson (now Mrs Wills), librarian at the Newcastle School of 

Architecture and authority on the history of Gibside, sent us a photograph of a 

sketch she had found in the Bowes Museum at Barnard Castle.  This dated from 

1828, the work of a cousin of the Bowes family and showed clearly the curious 

decorative gables which rose above the arches of the portico.  The stones made  
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Daniel Garrett’s sketch for the ceiling of the Banqueting Room  

(Durham County Record Office). 
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sense, and the building could be restored correctly.  Very little new stone was 

needed, but where it was, the nearest match to the original Streatlam stone was 

found at the Dunhouse Quarry near Bishop Auckland. 

 

The Banqueting House consisted of just three rooms, the Great Room itself, 

measuring 32 feet across, which would be used for sitting and eating, and would 

also contain two sofa beds, and two smaller rooms, one of which would provide 

space for a double bedroom and the other a kitchen.  Two tiny rooms off these, 

which may have contained stairs up to the roof, provided space for a shower 

room and a lavatory. 

 

We were able to save the quite substantial areas of plaster decoration that 

remained on the walls of the bedroom, and missing areas were made up faithfully 

by Bill Salter. One shutter survived intact, and fragments from six others were 

pieced together to make one complete pair, now in the bedroom. Fragments of 

the carved dado rail in the bedroom were copied to make a new rail for the Great 

Room. The windows were too rotten to save, as was the bedroom door, but 

enough survived for complete copies to be made. 

 

Although we had Daniel Garrett's sketch for the decoration of the Great Room, 

and a very clear photograph of it taken in about 1900, it was decided only to 

reinstate the main elements of the design, and not attempt a reconstruction of 

the complex detail, of which not a trace remained. The chimney piece was 

discovered buried outside the building, with only minor elements missing.  The 

new floor is of pine, as was the old. 
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The Banqueting Room in about 1900. (NMR) 

 

The Landmark Trust took on the Banqueting House both because of its own 

importance as a work of architecture, and also because of its place in this most 

famous, if sadly decayed, landscape garden. Since work on the building itself was 

completed, we have, therefore, concentrated on its setting. The Forestry 

Commission have kindly allowed the vista to the lake to be cleared and in 1990, 

the Landmark Trust and the National Trust together acquired the shooting rights 

for Gibside, allowing new footpaths and access to be opened up. 
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The carved timber dado rail in the bedroom can be seen on the left. 

 It was copied for the Banqueting Room, but left plain in the bedroom. 
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The old bedroom door in 1973. Unfortunately it was so rotten  

that it could not be reused, but the new one is an exact copy.  

(Gateshead Public Library) 

 

  



                                                             The Banqueting House History Album 

33 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The decorative plaster ceiling in the bedroom 

 which collapsed and was not replaced. 
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Detail of the original plasterwork surviving in the bedroom.  

It was faithfully copied. (Gateshead Public Library) 
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Most of the plasterwork on the bedroom wall with the window in it, is original. 
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One of the shutters in the Banqueting Room. The carving from the six  

remaining broken shutters was removed and then pieced together to  

make a single complete pair, now in the bedroom. 
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Very little of the old window frames or sashes could be reused but  

the new ones are exact copies. 
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1980 Work in progress. Mr Stoker, the mason on the roof 

(Gateshead Post) 
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The Banqueting House nearing completion. The floor was put in last. It is 

pine like the original and the boards are 7½” wide. The chimney piece was 

discovered buried outside the building. Part of it was missing and Mr Stoker 

carved the head on the right hand side roughly to match the existing one.  

Mr Greenhill, the painter, is on the left. (Gateshead Post) 
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The Banqueting House on completion. 
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The pictures in the Banqueting House are copies of members of the Bowes and 

Lyon families.  They are: 

 

1. Mrs John Bowes, formerly the Countess Montalbo 

2 George Bowes (dressed in blue) 

3 John Bowes, builder of the Bowes Museum, illegitimate son of John, 10th 

Earl of Strathmore. 

4 John, 9th Earl of Strathmore (dressed in red), first husband of Mary Eleanor, 

George Bowes’ daughter generally known as the Unhappy Countess. 

 

 

The portraits of George Bowes and John, 9th Earl of Strathmore both hang in 

Glamis Castle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  
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Gibside, County Durham II, Country Life, 15 February, 1952 
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Expenses paid on the estate, 1722 -1725 
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Housekeeping, July/August 1732 
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Costs of improvements to the Gibside Estate 1732 - 1748 
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Reference for Joseph Smart, a Wood valuer, 1809 

 

 



                                                             The Banqueting House History Album 

72 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Letter to Thompson 1863, about the condition of the 

Banqueting House 
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